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TR. KIRKE flatters himſelf he ſhall 
. ſtand excuſed for printing this Skefch 


of bis Caſe, his Misfortunes having deprived 
him of the Power of keeping a Clerk, or. 


paying for the tranſcribing Copies, which 
has induced him reluctantly to take this 


Method, not by way of diffuſing them more 


widely, but of procuring the few he means 
to preſent to ſome ſele& and worthy Charac- 
ters at the leaſt Expence poſſible. To thoſe 


he chearfully appeals, not only with due De- 


ference, but alſo with the Confidence natu- 
rally ariſing from the Mens conſcia recti; and 


from their Candour and Goodneſs he draws 


the pleaſing Hope (notwithſtanding the 
Weight of his Oppreſſions has nearly over- 


' whelmed him) that he may yet live to meet 
with JUSTICE ; without which, his laſt 


melancholy Reſource muſt be to preſent to 


all he meets, a Hand worn out in his Coun- 


try's Service, and, like the Emperor Jus- 
TINIAN'S General, cry, 


DATE OBOLUM BELISARIO. 
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SKETCH of the CASE, Ge. 


R. ROBERT KIRKE, late Conſul at Algiers, having ſuffered 

more than language can well expreſs, and being driven to the 

greateſt neceſſity with a large family, ruined by the moſt unheard of and 

| ſhocking cruelties and miſrepreſentations, deprived of the conſtituti- 
onal right of an Engliſhman, namely a proper hearing in his own de- 
fence for upwards of 13 years, though he has made every effort in his 
power during that time to obtain it“; notwithſtanding he was not only 

| or- 


That Mr. Kirke has not been treated with the Candour and Lenity uſually ſhewn to 
the Servants of the Crown , in Caſes of Complaint made againſt them, is evident, from the 
cloſe of the following letter from the Secretaty of State's Office, viz. 

Copy of Letter from Robert Wood, Eſq; ** Secretary of State under Lord 
| Weymouth, to Mr, Welford. 

SIR, St. James's, January „ 1769. 

I am directed by Lord Weymourk to acqua int you, that having laid before the 
King your petition to his Lordſhip, containing various complaints againſt Conſul Trail, 
together with your lettey of the 21ſt paſt to me on the ſame ſubject, his Majeſty has order- 
ed ſtrict inquiry to be made into the truth of the allegations of the petition, and of the let- 
ter, and that according to the reſult of ſuch inquiry, his Majeſty will give ſuch further ore 
ders as ſhall appear neceſſary, in order to facilitate the means of JvsTICE to both parties 


. 
3 
, 
| 
1 
i? 
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BE 15 HEARD, | 


Þ: 3; 4 informed Lord Weymouth, that you wiſhed his Lordthip's 
letter to Conſul Trait might not be ſent till I heard again from 
you, and his Lordihip has permitied that matter to be ſuſpended 
for one pos 5 

Mr. Welford. 5 
+ See ſaid Letter, Appendix (N) page 81. 
x See the Memorial, (Sketch of Caſe, page 11.) 
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| 2 
Sd home from Algiers for that very purpoſe, but alſo directed, as 


wilt appear by bs Grace the Duke of Richmond's letter.of the 28th 


May, 1766 +, to collect ſuch papers or proofs he might have to pro- 


duce or alledge in his juſtiſication; under that great anxiety and uneaſi- 


neſs of mind incident to ſuch a ſituation, he wrote the following letter 


10 William Egerton, 818 


DEAR SIR, 8 
WERE I to give you a juſt idea of che hardſhip and cru- 


elty of my ſufferings, it would be neceſſary to relate the hiſtory of 


my long and faithful ſervice from the time of entering into the Royal 
Navy in 1745, to my unjuſt and fatal diſmiſſion from the office of Agent 
and Conſul General at Algiers; but this would be giving you the 
trouble of reading a long and diſagreeable narrative; I ſhall therefore 
confine myſelf to thoſe facts which gave riſe to that cataſtrophe, ſo 
ruinous to myſelf and family, and refer to the incloſed memorial 1. 

In the year 1764, I was very happily and comfortably ſettled in a 


— Little retreat at Buſby, having, during a ſervice of nineteen years, with 


great care and induſtry, ſaved as much as brought me an annual income 
of upwards of four hundred pounds; I was, beſides, Purſer of the Nep- 
tune, a ninety gun ſhip then in ordinary at Portſmouth, which, toge- 


ther with a little buſineſs I tranſacted, made me a clear income of about 
ſeven hundred per annum. When the late Earl of Halifax, in whoſe 


neighbourhood I lived, and with whom J had the honour to be very in- 


timate, politely made me the oifer of the Conſulſhip of Algiers, ſaying, 


He had long wiſhed to ſerve me, and ſet the good little woman (mean- 


4 \ . 


and that the accufer may have an opportunity of making good his charge, and the accuſed 
an opportunity of making his defence, Lord Weymouth alſo direfs me to acquaint you, 
that, as on the one hand the King wilt not alle his commiſſion to protect any man againft 


the laws, fo on the other hand i Is MATITSTTWIIIH NOT CONDEMN ANY MAN TILL | 


I am, SIR, your moit obedient humble ſervant, 
ROBERT woop. 


JJC ets. Th... 


SKETCH OF THE CASF, &, 7 
ing my wife) down happy. I replied, I was much obliged to his Lord- 
ip; but confiding in his experienced freindſhip, and the familiarity 
he had always indulged me with, ventured to make ſome objections I 
had to the place; which he anſwered: with his uſual good nature, and 
added that I ought to conſider it was fix hundred a year, paid by the 
Treaſury. He further ſaid, "the Miniſters could never get any certaim 
or ſatisfactory account of the Barbary States, which were eternally teaſ- 
ing this country ; and as he knew me to be a man he could confide in, 
wiſhed me to go: and that his Lordſhip only intended the appointment 
as a foundation for my future advancement. I begged a few days to 
conſider of it; he replied, let me know as ſoon as you can, ſor Mini- 
ſters are ſtrangely teaſed when a vacancy happens, till they can ſay it is 
filled up. I bewed, and promiſed expedition; and the next. morning 
went to town, and conſulted my friend William Sharpe, Eſq; firft 
Clerk of the Privy Council, by whoſe advice J returned to his Lordſhip, 
and told him, I ſhould be happy to receive his Majeſty's commands 
when prepared; and immediately, on my name's being announced in 
the Gazette as Conſul to Algiers, another perſon was appointed Purſer 
of the Neptune in my ſtead, I then equip'd myſelf and family for that 
expedition, at an expence of near three thouſand pounds, looking vpon 
it I was fixed for life, promotion only excepted, and ſometime after- 
wards: ſet out, giving up my buſineſs, &c. 

On my artival at Algiers, I found the two Houſes ceciaiy deeuphuls 
by the Britiſh Conſuls in great diſorder, and very much out of repair, 
the perſon I ſucceeded being a ſingle gentleman; it therefore became 
neceſſary to employ a number of Workmen, at a confiderable expence, 
to make them habitable ; five days after the finiſhing of which I was 
ordered home, to anſwer in perſon an imaginary complaint of Thomas 
Harriſon, Eſq; then Commander of the ſquadron in the Mediterranean, 
who had miſtaken the treaty with the Barbary States, by not only en- 
deavouring to fill the Centurion, one of the King's Ships (on board of 
which his broad pendant was flying) with Corn and Barley, but alſo in - 
fiſting on the Engliſh having liberty to export the ſame from the Port of 
Algiers, from which, all the miſchief that afterwards enſued aroſe, 
being a thing contrary in the firſt place to the Commodores infrudions, 
and what is ſtill clearer to the expreſs law of the Algerines, and which the 
Dey had not power to grant even to his own ſubjecli, as they take an 

by ET oath 
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oarh on their appointment not to permit it; but the Commodore weakly 
Imagining it was in my power, as Engliſh Conſul, to obtain a comple- 


tion of what his people had been illicitiy employed about for near three 


days, miſtaking, as I ſaid before, our treaty with that State, particularly 
the tenth Article, as I could no more have obtained the Commodore's 
demands (had I been made acquainted with them) than the F rench 
Ambaſſador could the exportation of wool from hence, or our ſhips im- 
port tobacco unnoticed into Spain. Notwithſtanding which the Com- 
modore was cruel enough to write a wicked and fallacious letter of com- 
plaint againſt me, not only to the then Secretary of State and Lords of 
the Admiralty, but alſo „ the late Duke of Vork. The conſequence 
was, his Highneſs privatcly applied to Lord Egmont, firſt Lord of the 
Admiralty, who influenced the board; and they, as a board, applied 
to the Duke of Richmond, Secretary of State for my total Diſmiſſion. 
The Duke candidly replied, that though he did not know Mr. Kirke, 
or any of his connections, he could not think of doing ſo unjuſt a thing, 
as to diſmiſs any man azheard, but as the board of Admiralty made a 
point of it, he would order me home to anſwer the complaint, which he 
did, and fent out a Mr. Sampſon to officiate in my abſence. | 

My Friend, Mr. Sharpe, repeatedly urged his many years knowledge 
of me, and that he was certain I could not be guilty of the charges ſet 
forth by Commodore Harriſon, and wiſhed I might (as is uſual) have a 
copy of the complaint to anſwer before I was ordered home, To which 
his Grace replied, he could do no leſs than ſend for me, as the Admi- 
ralty had officially demanded my total Di/miſjon ; nevertheleſs, if I was 
able to anſwer the complaint, his Grace would move the King to ſend 
me back with honour to my employment, and pay my expences amply. 
TI received his Grace's letter, and obeyed the contents, leaving great 
part of my houſehold furniture and other effects behind me, for which I 
have not as yet had any ſatisfaction. And whilſt I was performing qua- 
rantine in Gibraltar Bay, I wrote a letter to Lord Shelburne, who ſuc- 
ceeded the Duke of Richmond as Secretary of State, declaring my inno- 
cence; notwithſtanding which, I and my family were obliged to perform 
a ſecond quarantine in Stangate Creek, whilſt Mr. Fraſer, who had been 
appointed Con/ul in my ſtead, ſet out for Algiers. After all this was 
done, and I had fully and fatisfaQorily juſtified my conduct, Lord Shel- 


da (as you were ſo kind to tell me) accoſted you at the Maſquerade 
£ ; made 


SKETCH OF THE CASE, G 9. 
made for the King of Denmark at ths Opera Houſe, ſaying * * he gave 
n you joy of your brother's having cleared himſelf to his intire Jatigfue- 
© tion, and that his Lordſhip ſhould take an early opportunity of pro- 
v4 viding fer him.” But Lord Weymouth ſucceeding his Lordſhip a 
few weeks afterwards, I have remained in an embarraſſed ſituation _ 
ever ſince; and am now worn out by age and diſappointment, with a 
numerous family, deprived of the common conveniences and neceſſaries 
of life, which muſt ſhortly end in our total deſtruction. The only apo- 
jogy I can make for being thus troubleſome is, the knowledge I have of 
your humanity, and a thorough conviction within myſelf, not only of 
your readineſs to ſerve your friends 1 in general,” but particularly, 
Dear SIR, * 
Vour moſt unfortunats 
and very much diſtreſſed humble ſervant, 

ROBERT. KIRKE, 


* 


William Egerton, Eſq; Groſvenor Street. 

The conſequence of the above letter was an application from Colonel 
Egerton to the Lord Preſident Bathurſt, who in the courſe of converſa- 
tion, being informed that the matter had, by Lord Shelburne's direc- 
tion, been under the inſpeCtion of Sir Richard Sutton, very juſtly ob- 
ſerved, that it would be proper to know Sir Richard's ſentiments there- 
on, Colonel Egerton therefore applied to Sir Richard, who wrote to his 
enn che following letter. 


MY LORD, | 
COLONEL Egerton having nequilnted me, that he had made 


application to your Lordſhip in favour of Mr. Kirke, formerly Conſul 


at Algiers, and deſired me to give him a teſtimony of what I know con- 
cerning his being diſplaced from that office; I think it juſtice to him to 


mention to your Lordſhip, that after his coming home I was employed 


by Lord Shelburne to examine particularly into the complaints made 
againſt him by Commodore Harriſon and the Lieut. Governor of Mi- 
norca ®, _ ys: could not think him entirely blameleſs, as there 


appeared 


ig Mw 7 


* See the Complaints of Commodore Harriſon, Appendix (o) page 54 to 57, and (P) | 
page 58 to 63. Alſo Mr. Kirke's Anſwers thereto, Appendix ( page 63 to 67, and (R) 
62 


_— 1 
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appeared to hw been . and a good deal of warmth on both ſides +. 
Lord Shelburne, on the report | made to him, did not think his conduct 
deſerved ſo heavy a puniſhment as to be excluded from his Majeſty's ſer- 


vice, and accordingly, after he was out of office him/elf recommended 


him to Lord Weymouth, who appointed him to the Conſulſhip of Te- 
tuan, which did not take place, as I underſtand on account of a differ- 
ence of opinion about the preſents which he thought neceſſary to be 
ſent out with, to enable him to carry on the King's buſineſs in that 
country t. Whilſt at Algiers, from the papers he ſhewed me, it appeared 
that he had. taken crear Pains in his office, and made himſelf pen- 
PECTLY ACQUAINTED WITH EVENT THING RELATING TO THAT 
CounTry, Upon the whole I cannot help thinking his caſe Were. 


of compaſſion. I am, with great truth and reſpect, 
Herner Street, | Your Lordſhip's | 
January 28, 1780, . molt obedient humble ſervant, 
Right Hon. Lord Preſident. - 8 . R. SUT TON. 


In conſequence of the foregoing letter, his Lordſhip, in conformity 
to thoſe ſentiments of juſtice and humanity which fo eminently diſtin- 
guiſn his great character, cauſed Mr. Kirke's Memorial to be read in 
Council, as follows, viz. 


in "2 " * — 


a 


| Report, Skerch of Caſe, pag. n . e 9 


if 
8 "= bt ? 2 LN R EN 7 "Io ©4344 - p 


s VI” 


68 to 81. Alſo Lieutenant Governor Johnſton's, Appendix (S) page 81; alſo (T) page 
$3 to 91; and Mr. Kirke's Anfwer thereto, Appendix (U) page 91 ts 98, wich what 
follows, relative to Alexiano leaving Algiers in a clandeftine manner, &c. 

+ On reading the Complaints of Commodore Harriſon and the Lieut. Gorernor of Mi- 
norca, with Mr. Kirke's Anſwers thereto, Mr. Kirke is much inclined to believe, the 
FAULTS and WARMTH will only appear on the fide of the Complainants, becauſe they 
could not obtain CAR Go's of Cox AND BarLEy, which, being contrary to the funda« 
mental laws of Algiers, no one had a Right to expect, any more than a French Ambaſſa- 
dor in London could obtain cargo's of Wool from thence to be exported for the Merchants 
of his Nation or the Engliſh Commanders, os Merchants run Snuff unnoticed into Spain; 


and that Mr. Kirke is totally blameleſs throughout the whole Affair; and had Mr. Kirke 


remained 20, inſtead of two years, as Conſul at Alziers, he never ſhould have thought it 
prudent or politic te have laid, either his Soverx1GN, or himſelf under any OBL1GA- 


 T10N to that State by requeſting Conn, BazLzy, or any other Article that was con- 


TRABAND, inthe KinG xis MASTERS NAME and for the Subfiſtence of x18 Taoors, 
when deſigned only to XNRICH PAIVATE INDIVIDUALS. 
t This will appear to be a Miſconception by the Remark on Part of Sir Stenier Porten's 


TO 
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To THE KING's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 
IN COUNCIL. | 


| THE MEMORIAL OF ROBERT KIRKE 
u HUMBLY SETS FORTH, 


* 


Trar your Memofrialiſt entered into 
the Royal Navy i in the year 17451 and for many years ſerved as Clerk, 
Purſer, Judge Advocate; and Secretary to ſeveral Captains and Ad- 
mirals. a 

| , ont your Memorialiſt was alſo 

Agent for Sick and Hort Seamen at Louiſbourg ; and afterwards Agent 

for Victualling the Squadron at Jamaica, with a ſalary of zoo. per an- 

num, and ſeveral Clerks and others under his direction, whick truſt he 
fully: diſcharged till the victualling there was put under contract. 

THAT your Memorialiſt paſſed thro? 

theſe various etnploymients with the utmoſt zeal and integrity, and to 

the ſatisfaction bf tlie ſeveral boards; and hath the'inoſt ample teſti- 

monials of his diligence and fidelity in diſcharging the ſame, as wall * 

_ 8 the ee of certilitates hereto annexed, 
| Trir your Memorialiſt, after ſuch 


his ſervices diiring rlineteeti years and upwards, was, in December 1764, 


without ſolicitation (and as a reward, as he humbly conceives for his 
fidelity and integrity in the diſcharge of his duty) appointed Agent and 
Conſul General for the City and Kingdom of Algiers, and the Ship he then 
held given 10 anol her in conſequence of ſich bis Promotion +. Soon after 
which your Memorialiſt ſet out for Algiers, at a very great, but neceſ- 
fary . get for his equipment, ſuitable to the character of his ofice. | 
Tn your Memorialiſt, after his 
arrival at Algiers, deyoted his moſt ſtrenuous endeavours to cultivate and 
preſerve the utmoſt harmony and good underſtanding between this couns 
try and Algiers, regarding the intereſt of Great Britain particularly re- 
commended. by letter of the 15th November, 176g, from Mr. Secretary 
—— , and which your Memorialiſ was ſo fortunate to effect, as will 


_—_— * K 


— — 9 


'* See Appeadix (A) pag. 3 and 4. 7 
appears . 


4 See firſt Item (Sketch of Caſe) page 16, 
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appear by the cpa . of the Teſtimonial from the Dey and Divan 
to > +; of Majeſty f 

Tarar though the conduct of your 
Memorialiſt babes his refiderice at Algiers was attended with all poſlible 
ſucceſs, yet Commodore Harriſon (being, in 1766, Commander of your 


Majeſty's ſquadron in the Mediterranean) thought proper to ſend to the 


Board of Admiralty, and afterwards to the Secretary of State, a very 


unjuſt and ſevere Complaint againſt your Memorialiſt, ariſing chiefly, as 
he believes, from the Commodore's being unacquainted with the laws 


and cuſtoms of Algiers ; in conſequence whereof your Memorialiſt was 


ſuſpended from his office, and ordered immediately home, to anſwer 
ſuch complaint; which order he directly obeyed ; but on his arrival in 


| England, found himſelf, to his great misfortune and ſurprize, diveſted 


of his office, and another perſon appointed in his ſtead, and that before 
your Memorialiſt had received even a Copy of the charge againſt him. 
 Trar your Memorialiſt on the 3oth 

December, 1767, delivered to the- Earl of Shelburne, your Majeſty's 
then Secretary of State, a full and explicit anſwer to the charge againſt 
your Memorialiſt, l with ample teſtimonials to Jelly his 
conduct. | 

| | Ta AT at the time your Memorialiſt 
was \prefing to bring the merits and hardſhips of his caſe before your 
Majeſty in Council, Commodore Harriſon died. But your Memorialiſt 
Aatters himſelf, that Sir Richard Sutton, late dępnty Secretary of State, 


to whom Lord Shelburne referred the peruſal of the Vouchers and other 


Papers in defence of your Memorialift, did-not- (on examining into the 
charge againſt him and his anſwers thereto) find any fa& or circumſtance 
which appeared againſt, or in disfavour of your Memorialiſt. And that 
the Right Hon. Lord Weymouth, your Majeſty's late Secretary of State, 
was ſo well ſatisfied with the conduct of your Memorialiſt as only to want 
an 1 to ſerve him adequately. 

Tur your Memorialiſt hath not 
been paid the full ſalary due to him as Conſul at Algiers, nor yet the 


| ſum of 347L. which he was obliged to expend for your Majeſty's ſervice 
f there, and which your Memorialift hath verified on oath. 


a a td. R 2 e 
—— . * * W 8 Peg, of 


4 See Sketch of Caſe, pag. 16, 17 and 28. 
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Thar your Memorialiſt was at con- 
ſiderable expences in collecting evidence for his juſtification in conformi- 
ty to his Grace the Duke of Richmond's letter of ho 28th July, 1766, 
for that very Ruge. 


. your r Memorialiſt has ſuffered | 
very much in bis fortune by ſuch his haſty removal from Algiers, and 


is thereby, and by the loſs of his former employments on his appoint- 
ment to that Conſulſkip, after near twenty years faithful ſervice, now, 


in the eve of life, rendered unable to > ſupport himſelf, his wife, and five 
children. | H 


You Men MOR14115T therefore humbly prays your Majeſty to 
take his caſe into conſideration, and hopes that the fats 
herein ſet forth may be ſtrictly enquired into; and that if your 
Majeſty ſhall be ſatisfied they are truly reprefented, your 
_ Majeſty will be pleaſed to order that your Memorialiſt may 
be paid the ſalary ſo remaining due to him; as alſo the 
ſum of 347. ſo diſpurſed by your Memorialiſt, together 
= with the expences he was at in collecting the evidence 
above mentioned; and that your Memorialiſt may have 
ſuch further relief, or mark of your Majeſty's Royal favour 
25 may appear moſt reaſonable and juſ. 


- 125 RS Ca — 1... Add your ar Memeriali ſhall ever pray. 


| run PROMOTIONS, CERTIFICATES, ge. REFERRED TO 


IN THE FOREGOING MEMORIAL. | 


17455 Pa pn 10th. Mr. Kirke was appointed Judge Advocate by 

250. Edward Vernon, Eſq; Admiral of the White, and Com- 
mander in Chief in the Downs. 

| Oftober 20th. Theſe are to certify, that Mr. Robert Kirke 

ſerved as Clerk of his Majeſty's Ship Royal George, under 

my command, from the 23d Auguſt, 1745, to the date 

hereof; during which time he behaved himſelf with great 

e ſobriety, and obedient to command; and, in 

my opinion, is fally qualified for preferment. Given un- 
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8 re der my hand on board the Royal George, in the Downs, 
925 this 20th 58 of OQtober, 1746. © 
CET THOMAS HARRISON *. 
binder 2 iſt. Theſe are to certify the Lords Commiſſioners 
for executing the office of Lord High Admiral of Great 
| Britain, &c. that Mr. Robert Kirke ſerved as my Clerk ori : 
board his Majeſty's Ship Norwich, under my Command, 
from the 21ſt October, 1745, to the date hereof; during FF 
which time he behaved diligently, ſoberly, arid obedient ff 1 
to command; and in my opinion is fully qualified to ſerbè 
as Clerk, or Purſer on board any of his Majeſty's Ships. | 
Given under my hand on board his Majeſty's ſaid. ſhip, the I. 
| 21 December 17453 in the Downs. 


EL. SMITH #5 


1745 6, F cbruary ioth. Theſe are to certify the Right Hon. the 
Lords Commiſſioners for executing the office of Lord High 
Admiral of Great Britain, &c. That Mr, Robert Kirke 
_ | ſerved as Captain 8 Clerk of his Majeſty* Ships Royal 
George, and Norwich, under my command, on board 

wich my flag Was flying; he alſo aſlifted my Secretary, 

Mr. Thomas Rumſey, from the «th Auguſt, 1745, to the 

2d day of January, 1745-6, during which time he behaved 
with great diligence and capacity. I therefore recommend 
him as a young man deſerving their Lordſhips encourage- 
ment and preferment. Given under my hand the toth 
8 0 of . ION 


; ſ 


E. VERNON to 


| % 

F March Joihx Me. Kirke! was ; appointed by Commetiore Knowles 
111 his Secretary. | 855 0 p 

| | | Nr 12 | | . 875; 


2 2 <p 1 FE g AL: FP, * 


PTY 2 n 


— 


Father of the Commodore, who made the vnjultifable, cruel, and miſconceived Com- 


[| | plane. | 
| 1 I Died Captain of Greenwich Hofpital. G20 A | 1761 
| i '* An Admiral of too well-kwwn ects and Valour 2A need iy ater mark then 1762 
- R 4 7 pa 
| | INN , 
' 763 


| the bare mencion of hi Name. 


. 1763, January 26th. The Neptans was paid of at Portſmouth. 
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2946, June 3d. Was appointed by ditto his n as Governor of 
5 Louiſbourg. 

en 17th. Was appointed Agent for Sick and Hurt Seamerr 

at Louiſbourg by Iſaac Townſend, E ſq; Admiral of the 


rt Blue and Commander in Chief of the Squadron there. 


1747+ 14 20th. Mr., Kirke was appointed Judge Advocate at 
© Louiſbourg by Charles Knowles, Eſq; Governor, Com- 
0 modore, and Commander in Chief thete. 
1747-8, January 30th. Was appointed Judge Advocate at Jamaica by 
Charles Knowles, Eſq; Rear Admiral of the White and 


Commander in Chief there. 
1748, April 2d. Was appoipted Purſer of the e at l 


by ditto, 

June 23d, Wag removed into the Lark by ditto. 
September 2d, Was appointed Agent for ViRualling the Squa- 
Aron at Jamaica by Thomas Innes, Eſq; Senior Officer in 
Port, and afterwards approved by Rear Admiral Knowles, 

the Commander in Chief there, who wrote as follows to 
the ViQualling Board, viz. 

* November 16th. * As Captain Innes informed you of Mr. 
x * Lindſey your Agdit's death, and his having appointed 
* Mr. Kirke, my Secretary, to officiate in his ſtead during 
e my abſence; I have only to ſay, you need not doubt of 
. his integrity, for I will be bound for him in all I am 
„ Worth. As to his diligence in diſcharge of his duty, 
you will be the beſt Judges of that, for my own part I 
40 can declare I have ever found him as punQual in the 
one, as faithful in the other; and therefore beg leave 

4 fo recommend him to your favours.” “ 
757. December 28th. Mr. Kirke was appointed by the Right Hen 
the Lords Commiſlioners of the Admiralty, Purſer of his 
_ Majeſty's Ship the Blenheim of go guns, then n at 

Woolwich. 

1761, Auguft 15th. The Blenheim was Commiſſioned, 

1762, May 28th. Mr. Kirke ſailed in her to Gibraltar. 
June 1 8th. Was removed on Admiral Sir Charles Saunders ini 

bvb the Neptune. 


1764, Dar 
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764. December 14th. Mr. Kirke was appointed Conſul for Algiets, 
and thereupon the Purſerſhip of the Neptune of go guns 
was given to Mr. Richard Short; and the reaſon aſſigned 
In the Admiralty books is © TAE rormer PurszR's BE- 
„ ING APPOINTED TO THE CoOnSULSRIP OP ALGUERS.!? | 

1 3 — 


. 


1 
: * > l 2 


WITH THE HELP OF GOD. 


MAHOMET, N 
DEY OF ALGIERS\ 
IN THE WEST. 
* 


Aga or General 
of the Soldiers, 
Algiers in the / 
Weſt. 


Juſtice of the 
Soldiers, Al- 


giers in the 
Weſt 


'GOD bleſs and grant his divine protection and forgiveneſs from any 
evil, and always be with the King of our time, the Shadow of God Al- 
mighty upon Earth, King of all the Nations, King of the Moors and 
Turks, Friend of the Brave and Generous People, the Alexander of 
our time, Protector of the true Believers of the Holy Alcoran, and De- 
fender of the world from bad people with only the command of his pen, 


| King, Son of Kings, Succourer of the — and diſtreſſed Princes, 


2 It is here to be wt, that no letter or jnfrument Hom. Algiers to Britain ever 
came under any other ſeal, fignature, or ſandt jon but ſuch ag the above, from whoever 
was Dey. But Conſul Kirke's caſe and treatment being of ſo very extraordinary and re- 
markable a nature, it ſpontaneouſly produced the above general certificate, ſealed not 
only with the Dey's ſeal, as cuſtomary, but (what never was done before, and very pro- 
bably never will be again) by every man's in power in that country, agreeable to the re- 


gquifition in Conſul Kirke's credentials, viz. And we do alſo in 4 friendly manner, 


«6 pray and defire the Lords of the Government of the ſaid City and Kingdom of Algiers, 
% and all others in public authority there whom it may any way concern, that they receive 
% and admit him, the ſaid Robert Kirke, for our Agent and Conſul General in the ſaid 
#4 City and the dominions thereunto belonging, and upon all his reaſonable requeſts to do 
% him THAT JvsT1CE, and afford him THAT As818TANCE which may teſtify their 
e friendſhip to us, and we ſhall vrex ALL Occas10Ns be ready to acknowledge: 
which voucher, inſtrument, credential, or certificate is eſteemed by the Algerines, equal 
to the ſtrongeſt Recommendation that could poſſibly be given BY THE KinG, Los ps, 
AND Commons or Gy FAT Ba1iTaim. | 

| King 
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King Muſtapha, God Almighty bleſs him, and grant him long life, and 
keep him long in his Throne, beloved and reſpected by all the world 
and wherever his written orders ſhall arrive, they ſhall be executed re- 
ſpectfully, and Algiers and its Government, if happy to receive his 
mighty orders, are always very glad particularly, the Dey of Algiers, 
Mahomet Paſhaw, wu "= him the deſires of his n and give him 
long life. gat 8 e 

To the now King of England, beland. Scotland, and France, King ; 
and High Monarch, the moſt beloved of all the world, this humble and 
lovely paper. 

WE, the moſt illuſtrious Mahomet Paſhaw, Dey of che famous and 

warlike City and Kingdom of Algiers,” in Barbary, do, in juſtice to, 
and from the real eſteem we now and always bore Robert Kirke, Eſa; | 
his Britannic Majeſty's Agent and Conſul General, who has, with ſo 
much Honour and integrity reſided with us for ſome time paſt, ſignify 
and declare to the moſt high, powerful, and mighty King, George the 

Third, King of England and all thoſe ſeas; -King-of-Scottand; King of 
France, and King of Ireland, Defender of the Chriſtian Faith, and 
King of. Kings, our ſteady and conſtant F tiend, and good Ally, u that from, 
the firſt entry of the ſaid Robert Kirke i in this our 'wailike City, and 
during all the time of his continuance with us, he, h has aged with pro- 
priety and integrity; that his mild and prudent conduct has ever 
rendered his perſon and memory; not only an ornament to his own, 
country, but the delight of ours; that his ſteady and unbiaſſed actions, 
have given us the higheſt proofs of his fidelity; that he. has ever ſtood 
forth in the ſtrongeſt manner for the honor and intereſt of his own nation, 
without infringing the laws and euſtoms of ours; that he has hot only 
been attentive to protect, but alſo to promotes? trade and commerce, 
which has flouriſhed much ſince his reſidence here: So praying God to 
bleſs and continue our faſt Friend and powerful Ally in his throne for 
ever, not doubting but that his faithful Conſul, Robert Kirke, Efqz 
will meet that favour in his Sovereign's preſence, that from his conduct 
and merit, whilſt with us, he may deſervedly hope for. 5 To all which 
we have cauſed our Royal Seal to be affixed, as, alſo thoſe of the Lords, 

or Governors in power, in teſtimony of our general approbation and 


good will towards him, hoping to ſee him here again as, Canſul; and 
that this our recommendation and certificate may have its due-weight 


in the Conſul's favour, when delivered to our high _ powerful ul Friend; 
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apprehending, that unleſs the Conſul is removed for preferment, many 
miſrepreſentations muſt have been made of his conduct, which has chiefly 
induced us to preſent him with this our Royal Certificate, which we 
moſt heartily do, praying God for the good effect thereof, and that 
God Almighty may increaſe every day more the friendſhip that ſubſiſts 


between us. Amen In the year of the Higira one thouſand ſeven 
hund red and eighty, the month of Gumel, el wel the ninth; which cor- 
reſponds with the Chriſtian, ſtile, namely the thirteenth of en. 
one thpuſand ſeven hundred and fxty- fx. Mang! 42 


VELY, * /naxan RX 


"BRAIM, HUSEIN, 


{ [Haſnagee, / Aga of the | { Hogia of the EL HAROE,; 
1 e 8 | a ntenaant or tne 
l Algiers in ch Arabs, Algier Horſe, A giers, \ Marine Algiers, 


Welt. in tie 1 | | Qin the Weſt. 


in the Weſt. on 


. 1 o 
WW” * 2 


In e of che ere Memorial's pela Zn belige the 
King in Council, it was referred to a Committee of Privy Council, who 


were pleaſed to tranſmit the ſame, with Sir Richard Sutton's letter an* 
nexed, to the Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, with a 


recommendation for Mr. Kirke“ > relief, 


At the Council Chamber, Whitehall the Sig of , 


* 780. 15 


By a Committee of the Lands of his Majeſty 8 moſt Honourable 
Privy Council. 2 


His Majeſty having. been pleaſed by his Order in Council of he 
ad of this inſtant, to refer unto this Committee the Memorial of Robert 
Kirke, Eſq; ſetting forth, amongſt other things, his having been, in 
December, 1764, appointed Agent and Conſul General for the City 
and Kingdom of Algiers; in conſequence of which promotion, the Me- 
morialiſt ſet out for Algiers, at a very great, but neceſſary, expence for 
his equipment, ſuitable to the character of his office. That Commodore 
Harriſon, being, in 1766, Commodore of his Majeſty's ſquadron i in the 
ee © eser [feat to the Nos of f Admiralty, and Secretary of State, 

| a very 


and 


0. "8 OE; PM 
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a very unjuſt and ſevere complaint againſt the Memorialiſt, in conſe. 
quence whereof he was ſuſpended from his office. That the Memorialiſt 
hath not been paid the full ſalary due to him as Conſul, nor the ſum of 
347L. he was obliged to expend.for his Majeſty's ſervice there, which 
he hath verified on oath, And that the Memorialiſt has been at con- 
ſiderable expences in collecting evidence for his juſtification, touching 
ſaid complaint. And humbly praying, for the reaſons therein contained, 
that the facts ſlated i in his ſaid memorial may be ſtrictly enquired into: 
And that if his Majeſty ſhall be ſatisfied they are truly repreſented, his 
Majeſty will be pleaſed to orger that the Memorialiſt may be paid the 
ſalary ſo remaining due to him, as alſo the ſum of 347. fo diſburſed 
by the Memorialiſt, together with the expences he has been at in col- 
lecting the evidence above mentioned. And that the Memorialiſt may 
have ſuch further relief, or mark of his Majeſty's royal favour, as may 
appear moſt reaſonable and juſt, The Lords of the Committee in obe- 
dience to his Majeſty's ſaid order of reference, this day took the ſaid 
Memorial into conſideration, and are hereby pleaſed to refer the ſame, 
and the papers accompanying it, copies whereof are hereunto annexed, 
to the Right Hon. the Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, 
to conſider thereof, and to do therein as to. their CO may ſeem 
proper for the Relief of the Memorialiſt. 
W. F AWKENER, - 


Mr. Kirke being informed, that in conſequence of the above order of 
reference the Lords of the Treaſury had been pleaſed to direct Mr, 
Kirke's Memorial, together with Sir Richard Sutton's Letter and ſaid 
order to be laid before the Right Hon. the Earl of Hillſporough, in 
whoſe department Mr. Kirke had ſerved, for his Lordſhip's opinion on 
the whole, Mr. Robinſon, Secretary to the Treaſury, incloſed the ſame 
for that purpoſe in his letter of the 24th of April, 1780, to Sir Stanier | 
Porten, Knt. Keeper of State Papers ; ſoon after which Mr, Kirke wrote 
the following letter to Robert e Ty. oh 


' DEAR SIR, No. 31 Cattle Yard, Holbora, 26th April, 1780. | 
ON the „ of your knowledge of Lord Hillſborough, 


and che friendſhip you have been * to . towards me on 
many 
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many occaſions for upwards of 30 years, I ventured to trouble youwith 
the copy of a letter I ſometime ſince wrote Colonel Egerton, together 


G 


with my Memorial to the King, which, after twelve years ſollicitation 
and the exhauſting during that period every ſhilling I had remaining for 
the neceſſary ſupport of a numerous family, all which moneys I had 
been from my youth upwards with great difficulty, induſtry and honour 
obtaining, I have at length the pleaſure of acquainting you, that on 
Earl Bathurſt being appointed Lord Preſi dent, my Memorial has been 
read and referred to a Committee of Privy Council, who have judged 
proper to ſend it to the Treaſury with a Recommendation for relief, 
Their Lordſhips, I am told, have trapſmitted it to Lord Hillſborough, 
for his Lordſhip's opinion and acquieſcence for redreſs, and before 
whom I apprehend the papers now lie, his Lordſhip being Secretary for 


the Southern Department, in which I was ſo unfortunate to ſerve in 


Lord Shelburne's Time, But as I now. apprehend the matter will chiefly 
reſt with Lord Hillſborough, it becomes neceſſary for ſome friend of 
humanity and feeling for diſtreſſed innocence, who, beſides has ſome 


| knowledge of the injured party, to ſtand forth by endeavouring to cauſe 
this dark and myſterious tranſaction tg be clearly underſtood by Lord 


Hillſborough, otherwiſe it may ſo happen, that through che unavoidable 
hurry of public buſineſs the matter may, without ſtrict inquiry, into the 
merits of ſo unparallel'd a caſe, take a different turn to what the great 
and good would-be natyrally inclined to do, on a fair ſtate of the caſe 
being laid before them. Was I to be heard by Lord Hillſborough, ſure 
J am, I could (ſetting afide my own dolencys) give his Lordſhip ſuch 
certain intelligence on many particulars relative to the States of Barbary, 
2s would not only be extremely uſeful, but very intereſting and ſervice- 
able to Government, and highly neceſſary for his Lordſhip's informa- 
tion; particularly at this juncture, when Gibraltar is blocked up, and 


Minorca in danger of being inve/ied; however, ſhould no audience take 


place *, I cannot help flattering myſelf, from your goodneſs of diſpoſi- 


tion, that you will take an early opportunity of ſaying what you know, 


think, or have ever. heard, of Es for Buy: years _ n that 


* 
* = had y 4 4 . „ 
2 1 B 4 & 
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9 Minorca bo. since been . aus. moo | Kirke never Wap honoured ma a0 audience. 


being 


-vell fe 
*$ 
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. 
being nearly the time 1 have had the pleaſure and honour of your ae- 
duaintance and friendſhip. Reſting ſatisfied that whatever you are 


pleaſed to ſay will have its due weight with every honeſt man'in ds: or 


np other Country, I am, very truly, 
bel Dear SIR, 
Your ever p ee and moſt Faithful humble ſervant, 
13 ee KIRKE. 
Ps. Sit Richard Sutton's beer; copy of which is | 
annexed to the reference from the Committee , J. e 
of Council to the Treaſury, by endeawouring | 
to throw ſome Colour on this fatal | Cataſtrophe, 
fills me with doubts leaſt any other improper 1 304 
report or impreſſion ſhould be made on Lord 
+ Hillſborough, in order to rivet the ruin of 
Ty 3 ty wife, and five children + 5 


is nw; to Mr. Robinſon's letter, and the papers which bhp 
it, the following Letter or Report was e Kann, Sir Stanier Por- 
ten to 98 Robinſon, hy | ag 


SR. 1 St. James's, 27th June, 1780. 


I DULY received your letter of the 24th of April, with an or- 


der of council incloſed in it, dated the 15th of February preceding, re- 
ferring to the Lords Obmmiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury a Memorial 


of Robert Kirke, Eſq; together with the papers accompanying it, pray- | 


ing payment of the remainder of his ſalary due to him, as alſo the ſum 
of 347. diſburſed by him for his Majeſty's ſervice, &c.* during the 
time of his being his Majeſty's Agent and Conſul General at Algiers; 
and you having defired me to move the Earl of Hillſborough to take this 
matter into his Conſideration, and to give their Lordſhips his opinion 
eee I did not fail to . the ſame * his Lordſhip n 


* > 


| * Sir Stainer V. rten's Report will Fally's evince Mr, Kitke's $ GT fo be . tos 


well founded, _ _ 
. Ser Appendix, (4) page 1 to 5. 
ly. 
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letter to Mr. Kirke dated the 28th July, 1766. But it is neceſſary to 


| fied to him his Majeſty's pleaſure that he ſhould return to England to 
. enabled to colle& any papers or proofs to produce in his juſtification. 


point Mr. Sampſon, by whom the ſaid letter was ſent +, to manage the 


| portunity, bur eſpecial care to break open ſaid letter, . to inform himſelf aaron Colleague, 
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ly. His Lordſhip: has ordered the books and correſposdence in this 21 
office during that period, and afterwards to be attentively examined; and NM 
after having been fully informed of all the particulars contained in them t 


on this ſubject, I am directed by his Lord&tip to ſtate to pot the papa de 


ing circumſtances. he 
Mr. Kirke was recommended to the King by oem Earl of Halifax, wa 
to be employed as Agent and Conſul General at Algiers. His Com- MW pre 
miſſion was dated the 14th of December, 1764, on which day commenced bet 
his pay and uſual allowance. On the zoth of April, 1765, he was or- to 
dered to join Capt. Clevland at Portſmouth, who was charged with a ett 
commiſſion from his Majeſty to all the States in Barbary, and they pro- fur. 


ceeded together to Algiers. In April, 1966, Commodore Harriſon Hat 


then Commander in Chief in the Mediterranean, went with part of his 
ſquadron to Algiers, and during his ſtay there a very diſagreeable miſ.- 
underſtanding happened between him and Mr. Kirke. The Commo- 
dore complained to the then Lords of the Admiralty of Mr. Kirke's be- 
haviour, and their Lordſhips communicated to his Grace the Duke of 
Richmond, at that time Secretary of State, the particulars of the Com- 
modore's complaint, and they were ſoon after tranſmitted to the Duke 
of Richmond directly by the Commodore, as appears in his Graces 


obſerve, that neither the Commodors's Leiter, or that from the Aamirglly 
en this Subje are at preſent to be found in this Office. , In the above 
mentioned letter, his (Grace expreſſed to Mr. Kirke his ſurprize at 
not having heard from him ſooner concerning this buſineſs, and ſigni- 


give an account of his conduct, tranſmitting to him, at the ſame time, 
2 copy of the complaints made againſt him, "that he might be the better 


His Grace added, that the King, in order that the public - buſineſs iſ 


might not ſuffer interruption or inconvenience, had been pleaſed to ap- Ne of 1 
My 8. | | ſed a 


ansforr 


E 


1 


aſione 
entione 
edibly | 
me paſt 
lr. Kirk 
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+ True it is, Mr. Sampſon was the Bearer of the Letter, but he not only took an op- 


Com- 
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affairs of his Majeſty's Conſulate at Algierss On the 22d May, 1766; 
Mr. Kirke wrote a letter to this office which was received here on the 
7th July following, in which he mentions that an unfortunate miſun- 
derſtanding had happened between kim and the Commodore, and that 
he would write fully by the next opportunity. In effect, another letter 
was received from him on the 8th of Auguſt, dated the 2oth of June 
preceding, which atcom panied copies of ſeveral letters that had paſſed 
between him and the Commodore, together with other papers relative 
rs his conduct on that occafion; but there does not appear that any 
a letters were written to him afterwards from this office, nor any thing 
o- [{Mfirther- done concerning the ſubject of his difference with Commodore 
>»n Harriſon, who died ſoon after, in the Mediterranean.” | . 
is with regard to Mr. Kirke's falary and allowance, it appears, chat 
iſ. Iche whole amount was paid to him in the uſual manner, from the 14th 
o- December. 1764, to the 14th December, 1765, and that on his arrival 
in England in 1767; he applied to the Earl of Shelburne, and at the 
nd of that year preſented an account of his claims and demands tö his 
Lordſhip, who after a very full and minute examination of every parti 
lar, laid the whole cafe before the King, as is ſtated in the moſt 
liſtinet manner in Lord Shelburne's Tettet to the then Lords Cominiſi- 
e Noners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, dated the 2gth April, C 
Incloſed is an Extract from that letter, as far as felates to Mr. Kirke, 


at paid to him from the 14th December 1765 to the 14th Pecember 1766 
zni- 1 they ceaſed; and were determined. It further appears by that 
1 to e that his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to allow Mr. Kirke, a- 
"A ommodore Spry, of the contents, the better to enable them to carry on their unjuſiifiadle 


fineſs, notwithſtanding ſuch letter was ON HIS MAJESTY'S SERVICE, directed 
o Conful Kirke at Algiers, and ſealed with two ſeals of the Secretary of State. In ex- 
neſs ſenuation of Mr. Sampſon's guilt, he had the Effrontery to tell Conſul Kirke, that a bot- 
ap- le of Hungary Water had accidentally broke in his cheſt (it muſt naturally then be ſup- 
the ſed a common ſea cheſt, and Mr. Sampſon a common ſailor, though he quickly after 
— ans formed himfelf, by the aid of his Excellency, to an Agent and Conſul General) which 
afioned th melting of one of the ſeals, for which, and many more as ingenious Exploits, 


— entioned in this-work, ſet aſide his ever · memorable Conduct at Tetuan, Mr. Kirke is 


edibly informed Mr. Sampſon, as a Reward, has enjoyed a conſiderable Penfion for ſome 
me paſt—to whoſe Miſrepreſentation of his e be ſtands indebted for 1 a Been, 


lr. Kirke i is as yet at a loſs to find out, | 
Com- | part 


an op- 
eague, 


dy which it appears, that Mr. Kirke's full allowance and falary were 
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part from his uſyal bill of extraordinaries to the 14th of December 1766, 
the ſum of 150L. for extra extraordinaries, 376L. 25. 94. for the time 
he remained at Algiers, after his allowance ceaſed ; ſo that he was paid, 
in effect, the full ſalary and extraordinaries of his office, until the end 

of April 1767, and 2ooy.. for his return to England. And the payment 
of theſe three ſums was confidered i in full of all his claims and preten- 


ſions. 
This fi is all e is fond, 3 in this Office, to — 5 wankfed from 


Ur. Kirke“ s firſt appointment to the Conſulſhip at Algiers. 
Several certificates appear to have been laid before thee Lords of the 
Council relating to Mr. Kirke's character and behaviour before he was 
appointed to the Conſulſhip at Algiers, very much to his credit and ad- 
vantage, which · Lord Hillſborough directs me to obſerve to you. And 
alſo that Lord Shelburne, when he quitted the ſeals, recommended Mr. 
Kirke, i in conſideration of his merit, to his ſucceſſor, Lord Viſcount 
Weymouth, to be employed whenever there might offer a favourable 
opportunity; and in effect, Lord Weymouth, in the year 1769. offered 
to ſend Mr. Kirke in the quality of Conſul to the Emperor of Morocco; 
but Mr. Kirke t then declined it, and has ever fince been ont of employ- 
ment. He i is now, reduced at an advanced age with a large family to a 
very diſtreſſed ſituation, and appears fo, FO mb an CIOS de- 
ſerving of compaſſion. I. am,..' 21 | 


_ | Your moſt chair humble 8 tj, 
0 by. Fn at id ad uu, PORTEN. 
John Robinſon, Eſq; Treaſury. | FR = 
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T. is 1 daten Mr. Kirke is forced to obſerve, that, 
by the foregoing Report, inſtead of Relief, his Sor- 
rows are likely to be «renewed with double Force, occaſion- 


ed by the many Inaccuracies and Miſrepreſentations of 
almoſt every Circumſtance relative to Mr; Kirke's unpre- 


cedented, halty, and unhappy Diſmiſſion from his Em- 


ployment; for in this Letter or Report there appears a 


Diſpoſition at all Events to throw unmerited Blame on 


Mr. Kirke, whethef by Sir Stanier Porten's Omiſſions, 
the Papers being miſlaid, or Lord Shelburne's having kept 


back very many Letters and other Documents, 4% on his 


Majeſty's Service, which not only fully clear Mr. Kirke. 
of any Accuſation whatever ſo. unjuſtly laid to his Charge, 


but likewiſe: prove Part of his Demands on Government, 


together with other important Matters; and which Let- 


ters and Vouchers either are, or ought to be in the Office 
where Sir Stanier acts, who, as 8 obſerved, by miſ- 
repreſenting ſome of the Facts he ſeems to have attended 
to, and cruelly perverting others, has, in effect, made 
Mr. Kirke's Conduct appear in a Light equally unfavour- 
able to Truth and him, throwing a Veil over every ma- 
terial Circumſtance that happened in Mr. Kirke's Time 
at Algiers, and paſſing over the whole of his Juſtification 
after ward, ſo very material and intereſting to Mr. Kirke 
and his Family, and founding a Kind of Recommenda- 
tion chiefly on Certificates only which appeared greatly 
in Mr. Kirke's Favour before he had any thing to do with 
Algiers: Mr. Kirke would fain attribute all this ro Hurry 
of Buſineſs; but when he conſiders the Time taken to 
Jrame this Report, which was upwards of two Months, he 
finds it impoſſible to admit ſuch Palliation : But as gene- 
ral Aſſertions in Matters of this Kind have leſs Weight 
than real Proofs of the particular Facts, Mr, Kirke thinks 

16 
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- It neceſſary to divide Sir Stanier Porten's Letter or Re- 


| made more diſtinQly on each by itſelf, as follows, Viz, 
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port into its ſeveral Parts, that his Remarks may be 


K E P PORT: 


SIR, St. James's, 27th June, 1780, V 
 T DULY received your letter of the 24th April, with an order 
of Council incloſed in it, dated the 15th of February preceding, refer- 
ing to the Lords' Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury a Memorial of 
Robert Kirke, Eſq; together with the Papers accompanying it, praying 
payment of the remainder of his ſalary due to him, as alſo the ſum of 
347L. diſburſed by him for his Majeſty's ſervice, &c. during the time of 
his being his Majeſty's Agent and-Conſul General at Algiers. And you 
having deſired me to move the Earl of Hillſborough to take this matter 
into his conſideration, and to give their Lordſhips his opinion thereupon, 
I * not fail to * the ſame before his Lordſhip ee 


See 


be 


80. 
der 
er- 
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REMARK S. 


Mr. Kirke's Memoria] humbly prayed, that bis Majeſty would take 
his caſe into conſideration, and that the facts might be sTrICTLY en- 
quired into, and if found truly repreſented, that he might be paid the 
Salary remaining due to him, alſo 3474. diſburſed for his Majeſty's ſer- 


at he might receive ſuch further relief or mark of his Majeſty's Royal 


he only ſum exactly ſtated in the Memorial, notwithſtanding which, 
dir Stanier Porten has not taken the leaſt notice whatever of it through- 
ut his report, or even ſo much as touched on the ſeveral letters that 
aſſed on the ſubject between Conſul Kirke, the late Earl of Halifax, 
ind General Conway“; though in the next paragraph of his report he 
ſerves, Lord Hiliſborough had“ ordered the books and correſpon- 
* dence in the office during Mr. Kirke's Conſulſhip and afterwards to 
* be attentively examined, &c.” why then, leave the whole of this 
matter, ſo very material to Mr. Kirke, intirely out of the queſtion? And 


t is further to be remarked, that the ſaid 3474. is far from being the 


vhole of Mr. Kirke's demand on Government, as it very clearly ap- 
ears by the account in the Appendix, that it does not amount to the 
ourth part of what is juſtly Mr. Kirke's due; though Mr. Kirke did not 
ring his tull charge into the Memorial, as he prayed the whole of his 
aſe might be examined into, and if found to be true, was in hopes, 
fter the many hardſhips he had ſo unjuſtly ſuffered and his long and 
aithful ſervices conſidered, he ſhould have been able to obtain not only 
dequate relief, but alſo ſome mark of royal favour, as the real ſums ac- 
ually due to Mr. Kirke from government far exceed 1600. as will 


tore clearly appear « on peruſing the account +. 
/ 


"_- * 


* See Appendix (A) pag. 1, 2, 3, 4+ + See Appendix (B) pag, 4 and 5, 


ice, together with the, Expences he had been at in collecting evidence 
zgreeable.to the Secretary of State's directions for that purpoſe. And, 


favour, as might appear moſt reaſonable and juſt. The ſum of 3474. is 


„ ZIZKETCH or THE CASE, Oc, 


REPORT. 


His Lordſhip has ordered the books and correſpondence in this Office 
during that period and afterwards to be attentively exam ined, and after 
having been informed of all the particulars contained in them on this 


ſutje&t, I am direfted by hs A to kno to e. 5 ne cir. 
cumZances, 


12 ; Le 
| fer 
Mr. Kirke was recommended to —_ King 17 the late Farl of Halifax * 
to be employed as Agent and Conſul General at Algiers. His com- 
miſſi n was dated the 14th cf Deremtber, 1704, on which any © commen 
wy his pa) a. al een = 
On che zeth of April, Fele he was ordered to joik Pape Clevlandp 


at Po tſmouth, who was charged with a Common from his Majeſty te wh 
all che States ! in Lan and OY. FIR e to Algiers. gie 


3 89 


SKETCH OF. TAN CASE, &. 29 


R E MAR K 8. 


fice MW - Lord Hillſborough, from his known cheracter of equity and goodneſs, 

fter did undoubtedly order the books and papers in the Office during that 

this period and afterzwards to be attentively examined. Bur that his Lordſhip 

cir- MM was fully and truly informed of the ſeveral particulars relative to the 
ſubject, cannot be believed; for if he had, it is not poſſible that his 
Lordſhip eould have ſuffered a report ſo-fyll of 1 and un 
nden to have en his _ | 55 


een 1926562 6 ahaha a 
en 


/ 


Mr. Kirke was ordered to join Commodore Clevland at Portſmouth, 
who was charged with a commiſſion as Ambaſſador to the State of Al- 
giers “ oy; as he touched at no other port in Barbary, and they pro- 
ceeded to Aigen accordingiy. 


6—＋— — 


* This Circumſtance was the origin of Commodore Harriſon's diſguſt, for (as he told 
Conſul Kirke, on his coming firſi from Mahon to Algiers) it had been always cuſtomary 
to give or ſend the commander of the ſquadron in the Mediterranean the commiſſion of am- 
daſſador to the States of Barbary, The fact was thus: The late Earl of Briſtol, then the 
Hon, Capt. Harvey, was appointed to the Command of the Centurion, and was to have 
taken the late Duke of York en board, and carried him to the Mediterranean, where Capt. 
Harvey was to have commanded the ſquadron. On this occaſion he expended between tuo 
and three thouſand pounds in making the ſhip comm. dious, purchaſing velvet hangings for 
the cabbin, ſtate room, &c. together with the large quantity of wines, ſtock, and various 
other necefſaries he laid in for that purpoſe z ſoon after which, Capt. Harvey was appointed 
a Gentleman of the Bedchamber to his Majeſty, and brought into Parliament, On which 
2 proper perſon was to be found to take the command, carry the Duke, and reimburſe 


Capt. Harvey the large ſum he had expended on his out-fic; when none could be found but 


Capt. Harriſon, who was a very young poſt captain, but his father having left him a very 
large fortune, he (for the ſake of ſo high an appointment) paid Capt. Harvey the ſum he 
had expended, took the command, and failed accordingly with his Royal Highneſs on 
board for the Mediterranean. Some time after which, Capt. Clevland, fon of Mr. Secre- 


tary Clevland, of the Admiralty, who commanded the Phœniz, a go gun ſhip, had the 
| com- 
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REPORT. 


In April, 1966, Commodore Harriſon, then Commander in Chief 
in the Mediterranean, went with part of his ſquadron to Algiers, and 
during his ſtay there, a very diſagreeable miſunderſtanding happened 
between him and Mr. Kirke. The Commodore complained to the then 
Lords of the Admiralty of Mr. Kirke's behaviour, and th:ir Lordſhips 
communicated to his Grace the Duke of Richmond, at that time Secre- 
tary of State, the particulars of the Commodore's complaints, and they 
were ſocn afterwards tranſmitted to the Duke of Richmond direaly by 
the Commodore, as appears in his Grace's letter to Mr, Fs * 


the 28th July, 1766. 


SKETCH OF THE CASE, & 31 


REMARKS. 


ief 11 f is here to be obſerved, that Commodore Harriſon came firſt to Al- 


nd Hgiers, in Mr. Kirke's Conſulſhip, in November, 1765 * ; not with any 
ed {Mſquadron, only in the Centurion, on board which ſhip his broad pendant 
en Mwas flying. His coming, then, will manifeſtly appear to have turned out 
ps [only a trading voyage; and not on any public buſineſs whatever, It is 
likewiſe to be obſerved, that the Commodore returned afterwards in the 
ſame ſhip, in April, 1766+; and then it will alſo appear to have been 


vw | | 
by en the ſame errand, by comparing the Dey's letter to the King, corre- 
ed Pponding with the zoth of May, 1766 f, our ſtile, with Conſul Kirke's 


ew, that the miſunderſtanding was between the Commodore and both 
he Deys, and not between Conſul Kirke and the Commodore ; and that 
the tenth Article of the Treaty had been miſunderſtood by Commodore 
Harriſon abroad, and the whole matter miſconceived at home, when 
is Grace of Richmond's letter of the 2555 of July, 1766 fl, on that 
ſub- 


ommiſſion of ambaſſader, and was directed to receive Conſul Kirke, and his retinue, and 
ke them to Algiers, which he did; but it is here to be remarked, that Commodore Clev- 
and, being ſenior officer to Commodore Harriſon, it became neceſſary to prevent the two 
road pendants from meeting together within the limits of the ſame command; therefore 
ommodore Clevland, after his arrival at Algiers, firuck his broad pendant, and ſent the 
Phenix to Mahi n, under the command of his firſt Lieutenant, Mr. Pott, to refit and vic- 
al there, for had the two pendants met, Mr. Harriſon muſt have ſtruck his, Mr. Clev- 
and being_ſenior officer on the liſt of captains, and this, together with Mr. Clevland's 

aving the commiſſion as ambaſſador, gave the firſt umbrage to Mr, Harriſon, not that he 
auld have obtained what he aimed at, even had he been an ambaſſador, or any other rank 
hatever, as his demands were contrary not only to his own Iaſtruct ions, but alſo te the 
reaty and Fundamental Laws of Algiers, and likewiſe to the Oath which the Dey always 
kes on his acceſſion to the Dey lic or Government of that Country, 

* This will appear hy the Centurion's Journal in the Admiialty Office, and by the 9 (] 
tter to the King, Appendix (C) page 6. - 

7 See ſame Journal. 

1 This Letter of the Dey was too material a Paper to have been ſuppreſſed by Sir Sta- 
ier Porten, if the leaſi attention had been pa d to a candid Inveſtigation of this Matter; 
r it contains a full Account of the whole Tranſaction, and conſequently would at that 
me, and will at this moiſt complete iy junify Mr. Kirke. See Appendix (C) pag. 6, 7, 
and 9. | 

See Appendix (D) pag. 9 and 10. || See ſaid Letter, Appendix (N) page gt, 


f the 22d of ſaid May 6, to the Secretary of State; which will clearly 
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But ĩt is neceſſary to obſerve, that neither the Commodore's letter, or that. | 
from the Admiralty on this ſubject are at preſent io be found in this 


+ = I. 
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REPORT. 
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that 
this 
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REMARKS. 


ſubject to Conſul Kirke, particularly in anſwer to the Dey's S, was 
penned. As the Dey and Conſul Kirke's letters were received at the 
Secretary of State's Office on the 7th of July, 1796, and his Grace's 
etter 1s dated the 28th following, this matter 1s further confirmed by 


incloſures that accompanied it, which was alſo received at the Secretary 
of State's Office on the 8th of Auguit following, only eleven days after 
he date of his Grace's ſaid letter of the 28th of July, 1766—lt ſeems 
mo extraordinary that Sir Stanier Porten, ' whoſe particular department 
5 that of Keeper of State Papers, ſhould not be able to find any of 
eſe letters in Bis Offlee, tho' expreſsly directed on bis Majifty's Ser vice. and 
6 wry —— * e 2 Lord nn 40 * en cramined. 
Mr. Kirke daes not at all 5 web a of Sir Saunen 
Porten's, having the greateſt reaſon imaginable to be aſſured that all the 
ommodore's letters on the ſubje& appeared upon reinſpection of ſuch a 
ature as to be better lolt than found. 

But it is not only very neceſſary, but very lucky for Mr. Kirke, to 
ave it in his power to acknowledge the receipt, not only of the extract 
rom the Commodore's letter of complaint to the Admiralty 4, the ſame 
laving been tranſmitted to him by his Grace the Duke of Richmond, 
n his letter of the 28th of July, 1766, but likewiſe that to Mr. Secretary 
*onway “, which was delivered to Mr. Kirke, in Lord Shelburne's Of- 
ice, on the gth of September, 1767, by Mr. Sutton, for Mr. Kirke to 
nſwer, which, as Mr. Kirke has before obſerved, had been fully done 
dy the Dey's letter of the 2cth of May, 1766 1. Conſul Kirke's letter of 
he 22d t, and his other letter, with the incioſures, of the 2oth of 
une following F. Theſe letters were all received at the Secretary of 
tate's Office, by the 3th of August, 1766 (as appears in this Report) and 


Sfterwards confirmed by ſeveral authentic Affidavits taken agreeable to 


{is Grace of Richmond's letter of the 28th of July, 1766 ||, for that very 
- pur- 


4 See Appendix (E) page 10 to 39. | See Appendix (O) page 54» 
** See Appendix (P) page 58, f Ditto (C) page 6. f Ditto (D) page 9. 
8 See Appendix (E) page 16. Ditto (N) page 51. 


Canſul Kirke's letter of the 2oth of June J following, with the ſeveral 
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REPORT. 


In the abovementioned letter, his Grace expreſſed to Mr. Kirke his fur, 
prize at not having heard from him ſooner concerning this buſineſs, and 
ſignified his Majeſty's pleaſure that he ſhould return to England to give ay 
account of his conduct; tranſmitting to him at the ſame time a copy of the 
complaints made againſt him, that he might be the better enabled 96 
collect any papers or proofs to produce in his juſtificatign, - 


SKETCH OF, THE, CASE, S. 35 


a. 


REMARKS. 


purpoſe, | Notwithſtanding which; Mr. Kirke did again fully anſwer 
and confute ſuch complaint, and all others, in his letters to Lord Shel- 
durne of the zoth December, 1768+; after which, Lord Shelburne 
aſſured Colonel Egerton, that Mr. Kirke had acquitted himſelf to his 
Lord Shelbutne ';) intire ſausfaQtion, and that Mr, TO ſhould be 
ry bort a. for. | 


His See doubt not FW ors 3 at fot bearing from Conſul 


fur Nirke Tooner, than Mr. Kirke was, and ſtill is at having received ſuch 


and 
ve UBEccompanying Conſul Kirke's of the 22d following |, which were re- 
— ved by his Grace on the jth July, 1766, as appears by this Report, 
ed 1 
rite 21 days ier aỹi t to Conſul Kirke 5, as any man then could, or 
now can give thereto, ſet aſide Mr. Kirke's other letter with the inclo- 
tures of the zoth June following“, which was received by his Grace, or 
vhoever was Secretary of, State, on; the 8th Auguſt, as likewiſe appears 
by the Report, only eleven days after the date of his Grace's ſaid letter 
f* the 28th" Joly, 17663 neverthelefs;' Mr; Sampſon was ſuffered to 


Ti collect ſuck! Proof. conſiſting of 4 number of affidavits, and other au- 
entic papers, as muſt have cotivinced any Uutiprejudiced mind of Con- 


or Miniſter can alter the laws and cuſtoms of other countries, or break 


an firſt had for ſuch breach, or directions for negociating on ſuch alteras 
tions; one proof of which, amongſt many that might be adduced, be- 
ides the nature and reaſon of the thing, Is, the juſtification of his late 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, in regard to his Retreat to 
Stade, ſigning the Convention or Treaty of Neutrality for Hanover, and 


a 3 5 , EY 


— — 22 


1 See Appendix @ page 63, (R) 68, and (U) 35 | Ditto (C) page 6 
| See Appendix (D) page 9. 9 Ditto (N) p. 51, Ditto (E) page 10, 


letter from his Grace; for the Dey's letter of the zoth May, 1566 f, 


as as full and explicit an anſwer to the letter his Grace was pleaſed to 


proceed; and Mr. Kirke did agreeable to his Grace's directions, there- 


ſul Kirke' s intire innocence throughout the whole affair: for no Conſul. 


ties ſolemnly entered into by crowned heads, without proper autho- 
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K EN A R K S. 
his ieee return to England, as | taken from kts Royal Highine fs 3 
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own anuſcript | tt. , 15 = 1 e 15 ow 2 av 
3 ; 4 ; 18 44 L 1 8 3144 16 _ b 
!!! hreogiotrnun non nfo — 212 Ne Mo — nc 
STIFICATION of his Regel Hi;aek: if "Duke indo is Re: WW” 

11 A JU of his _ ig neſs the Du e, | in o regar to his etreat 70 
8 N da 


Stade, ſigning the Convention, &c. « 
SOON after the French forced the Duke into Hanorer, he received a letter from his Wt 
Majeſty; defiring him; 1n-caſe they ſhould preſs bim too hard, to bend-his. retreat to Stade, ¶ be 
To which his, Royal Highneſs an{wered,. that was a place by, no means Proper for main- 5 
raining h his Army , being deſtirure of every neceſfary . He therefore thought the King of 
Pfuſia would be much more preferable, , and. at the ſame time much more : pra; icable. 
Hanover bis Majetty had too niuch ic li, ard the preſet vaci6h of it, to tome into 
this propoſal; accordingly, he writes td the King of Denmark to inte fcede with the French 
in fa vour of Hanover, and ordered the Duke cu comply with the Terms that might be pro- 
poſed by Richlieu, through the mediazianiof Ihe King of Denmark, who. immediately gave 


infixuttions to RES Ott to frear with Richliey , thereon. 
And now his lajeſty's impatience was 00 great to admit of loſs of time; he therefore 


| li writes Akin tot the Duke by all micans to Veiten | to Stade, afuring bim that armunition, 
% forage, and proviſions Wa ve ſehr from England, nch ch. eee. the er 
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Ii was ſigned the better. 041 45335, Aub 1375919 end 169 15 „i! 
100 The King of Pruſſis was no Granger to che ſe tranſact ions, nd wk ee 6 ac · 
Wil cordingly upon them;/, Lord Holdetyeſs; ure i the French, mipjſiers,, whereio he aſſerel nan 


. that whatever. .reaty the, Duke tigned; for, Hznorer was, wi ichgut e Bain agion of the 
1} Court of London Time, it "ans for his Majetty had giren private 4 45 to his 


16 70 iim 221 „i nn 1549 
Mn Han anoverian Minifiers. to negoTiate this convention, and then laid dekore 1 Counctt The 


h — 42 there as of ſending e "way nectifatl for the fubiſtebek of the' Arty 


1 N D M9 3 Di ent : wail 12112 4251 TIT. 14% } 


UI - Azreeable thereunto, Sir J. 8 vas conſulted; to * the quantity of provifions 
e and forage hy — the eroope, and even for apothecarjes medicines. 


T a 46 #79, wn +» A257; * + 


to 7 che a of grain p Nc. An. 4 Houſe Oe therefore refufed 
to clear the thips ; they had recourſe to the Attorney General, who told them it could not 
be. done without annulling the act of parliament. 
Thus were they obliged to reland what they had ſhip'd. 
The Convention being izned, the Duke had nothing to do in Germany; he therefore re · 
turned to England univerſally condemned for his  Tuppoſed ill concude ; 
| The firſt n his Majeſty ſpoke, Were, I doubt not but y you can ahſfwe r for the Treaty 
| 7 of Neutrality.” The Duke, much afioniſhes, takes out of his:pocket.an Extract of his : 


| | Majeſty's orders, declared they had been literally obeyed, that he had always been at bi! 
Ma- 
| 

| 


n — ——_—_ — * 


RE MAR R S. 


The very many thouſands that have been unneceſſarily ſquandered 
avay in conſequente of the raſh diſmiſſion :of ' Conſal Kirke by Lord 


The Shelburne, ſer aſide the odium brought on this great nation in Algiers 
not only with the Dey and his Miniſters. but the Conſuls of all Foreign 


dat Powers in amity with that State, by inſiſting on the breaking their fun - 
N dmental laws and cuſtoms, which never can be attained ; the diſgrace- 
m bis ful returning our Conſul Fraſer from thence, and the many that have 
Stade. I been appointed to no purpoſe can beſt be ſet in a true light by the Se- 
main etetary of State for the Southern department, who, Mr. Kirke begs 


* a leave humbly to repreſent, will never have any reſt for the ſoles of a 
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4 into Britiſn Conſul's feet in that country, till the late Conſul Kirke is per- 
French mitted to a ſolemn audience of the Secretary of State, that he may ſee 
e pro- with his own eyes, and hear with his own ears, and be enabled to act 


/ $2"0 from the true ſtate of facts as they are ; but ſurely it is cruelty beyond 


yp redibility, not to allow a trial or hearing to a ſubje@ of Great Britain, 
nition, ; ; ; 
attention to buſineſs from his youth upwards, had at length attained the 


£9 15 fince, by being refuſed that juſtice a murderer is intitled to in England, 
hamely, a trial or hearing, and by that means an acquittal or condem- 


of ci nation, the want of which has obliged Mr. Kirke to exhauſt an indepen- 

to hs, | ES . . , 

eite dent fortune he had been upwards of 20 years obtaining in different cli- 

y «nates at the riſque of his life in his country's ſervice, and during near 

/ Wy years afterwards ſolliciting for a hearing or juſtice; and the only 

ifion;ſWproſpe&t that now preſents as a reward is Starving, or a Gaol, and his 

es. helpleſs wife with five children going to a Pariſh Workhouſe, no other 

n Muſhlternatibe appearing in their behalf, unleſs juſtice be ſpeedily afforded 

rant o | | 2 

paſſel im. 

e fuſed — X — 

uld not ajeſty's diſpoſal and the ſervice of his Country, for which he was ready to ſacrifice his 
ife ; but his h2nour he would not —no— not for his father. He then retired, and the next 
iy gave up his commiſſions, w | | 

ore te. However, his Majeſty ſent his miniſters to kiſs his hand, defiring he would take his uſu- 

M {8 l poſts, affuring his Royal Highneſs they could not do without kim; though hitherto he has 

of hill been prevailed upon. 8 | — 

at hi 


Ma- 


ordered home for that expreis purpoſe, and one, who, by unremitted 


high honour of repreſenting his Sovereign at a Foreign State, though 


r ——˖jC—v: . re Pts 


| 
f 
f 
| 
; 
| 
' 
; 
| 


His Grace added, that: the King, in order that the pub 
might not ſuffer interraption or inconvenience, had been pleaſed to ap- 
point Mr. Sampſon, by whom the ſaid letter was ſen 
affairs of his Majeſty's conſulate at Algiers. 
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SKETCH OF THE CASE; & 39 


REMARKS. 


As it was determined Conſul Kirke ſhould come kome to "anſwer the 
imaginary complaint in perſon, his Grace was pleaſed to ſend out Mr, 
Sampſon with a letter, acquainting Conſul Kirke, that his Majeſty had 
been pleaſed to appoint the ſaid Mr. Sampſon to manage the affairs of 
his Majeſty's Conſulate at Algiers in Conſul Kirke's abſence, and like» 
wiſe to tranſmit therewith a copy of the charge to enable Mr, Kirke to- 
anſwer the ſame on his arrival in England ; notwithſtanding which, 
Mr. Kirke was ſuperſeded by Lord Shelburne, and Mr. Fraſer ap- 
pointed full Conſul in Conſul Kirke's ſtead near fix months before even 
a copy of the complaint came to Mr, Kirke's hands. But here Mr. 
Kirke cannot ayoid obſerving, as it is much to the honour of his Grace 
of Richmond's candour, that he did more, for when Mr, Kirke's worthy 
friend, the late William Sharpe, Eſq; Clerk of his Majeſty's moſt | 
honourable Privy Council, was pleaſed, on hearing what was in Agita- 
tion, voluntarily to wait on his Grace, and to do Mr. Kirke the honour 
of mentioning his long acquaintance with and knowledge of him, and 
that he was ſyre he could not be guilty of the charges ſet forth by 
Commodore Harriſon, and therefore he hoped that a copy of the com- 
laint might, as is uſual, be ſent out to Conſul Kirke to anſwer before 
he was precipitately called home, and more eſpecially on account of the 
large family he had taken with him, and the 40 expences Mr, Kirke, 
had been neceſſarily put to in the equipment of himſelf and them; his 


Grace was pleaſed to ſay, that though he gid not know Mr. Kirke or 


any of his connections yet he would not do ſo _— a thing as — 


2 


plication 


The application from the — as 2 Board took its riſe from the following Cix= 
nftance. 

The Commodore had carried the late Duke of York about -the Mediterranean on board 
e ſhip he commanded, and in a ſtorm they had like to have been caſt away together. 
anger always begets affection between fellow ſufferers, and his Royal Highneſs ever after 
his circumſtance was pleaſed to honour Commodore Harriſon with his particular friend- 
hip; and when the Commodore determined upon the ruin of Conſul Kirke (which be 
antonly did, becauſe the Conſul could not do Nh by complying with Requifitions 
©" 
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o SKETCH OF THE CASE, &c. 
REMARKS. 


plication for Conſul Kirke's total diſmiſſion, he could do no o leſs than 
order him home to anſwer the complaint; neyertheleſs, that if Mr. 


Kirke mould be able to juſtify himſelf on his arrival, he would then 
move the King to pay Mr. Kirke's expences am ply, and ſend him back 


with honour to his employment, which Lord She burne took effects 


care to prevent by ſuperſeding him as above ſet forth. However, it ſo 
happe ned, 9225 the letter his Grace ſent by Mr Sampſon, though o on 
atms, was ke open | before i it \ was delivered to Conſul Kirke, and che 
contents being found not to anſwer ſome people 8 purpoſes, it was 
judged expedient to introduce Mr. Sampſon. to the Dey as full Conſul, 
which bcing done by his Excellency Commodore Spry, and the uſual 


| ſalute demanded by his Excellency and Mr. Sampſon the ſuppoſed C Con- 
ful, it was readily complied | with, as it opened the door for the Dey, 


his Miniſters, &c to demand the uſual Conſulary preſents « on the arri- 
yal of a new Conſul ; the ſalute being over, Mr. Sampſon, to give fur- 
ther colour and confirmation of his being full Conſul, went off to the 
Kolus, commanded by the Hon. Captain Cornwallis, With a flag ſup- 
plied him by his Excellency Commodore Spry, to pay his complimenn 
to Captain Cornwallis as full Conſul, and was, on quitting 1 the ſhip, 
faluted in that character with eleven N from the Folus. This \ was 

con- 


. 


oY — . — — * 5 . 8e RAe — 23 


that were contrary to the Fundamental Laws of the State where he refided, and to the 


Treaty ſubfiſting with England) he took advantage of his Royal Highneſs's ipdulgence to 
him ſo far as to aſk, that he would make a point of procuring the Conſul's total diſmiſſion 
His Royal Highneſs was not unmindful of his Friend's requeſt, but when he ſaw Lord 
Egmont (then firſt Lord of the Admiralty) who came to his Royal Highneſs's levee foon 
after his return, to England, gefired that he would get Mr. Kirke removed from his Ofice 
cf Britiſh Conſul at Algiers. 
Ir js a truly melancholy thing to obſerve how cafily ſome men are prenailed gn to facri 


| bee a private individual to the pleaſure of a prince. Mr. Kirke is ſorry, to give a Progf of 
it in his own.caſe. Though, he was no MY. connetted with, the omge in which, Lord Fg: 


mont preſided, being wholly in the line gf the Secretary of State s Department, yet bi 
Lordſhip went ſo far out of his way as to apply to that Secretary in an, Official, Manner fot 
his Diſmiſion. May this crual Inſtance of Alularien te an.carthly Prince be forever forgatten if 
thei King of Kings ! 
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RE MAR K S. 
contrived by way of further blind, and to deceive the Dey and his Mini- 


ers, and Mr. Kirke's Drugoman being, at his Excellency the Ambaſſa- 


dor's requeſt to the Dey, immediately taken from Conſul Kirke to 
attend on Mr. Sampſon as ful! Con/ul the DE ſent to the ſuppaſed Conſul 
Sampſon for the uſual preſents for himſelf, his Miniſters, Kc. This 
hurried Mr. Sampſon away to his Excellency Mr. Spry, and they, after 
lying their wiſe heads together, attended the Dey, who inſiſted on the 
cuſtomary preſents being diſtributed ; on which his Excellency Mr. Spry, 
together with the new-conjured-up Conſul Sampſon looked very ſmal! in- 
deed, and on their equivocating relative to the preſents for the Dey, his 
Miniſters, &c. his Excellency Mr, Spry was not allowed the houſe, 
proviſions, and other accommodations always allotted for Engliſh Am- 
baſſadors; therefore his Excellency was obliged to return on board ſhip, 
or pay rent for a houſe, &c, The latter of which, Mr. Kirke believes 
his Excellency did, and no good underſtanding whatever afterwards 
ſubſiſted between the Dey, his Excellency, or his Excellency's news 
created C onſet. 


N. B. Mr. Spry is dead, therefore peace to his aſhes ; Mr. Kirke does 
not wiſh to appeal to witneſſes, whoſe teſtimony cannot be procured ; 
but Mr. Sampſon is yet living, and can, if called on for that purpoſe 
give a full account of this, and many more as memorable tranſactions 
of his Excellency and himſelf; if otherwiſe, ſeveral perſons, as well as 
Mr. Kirke can “; when the wonder at part of the late behaviour of the 
Algerines, and other States of Barbary, towards this nation will ceaſe. 


What Mr. Sampſon's allowance from Government for his gallant pro- 
ceedings is, Mr. Kirke will not take upon him to aſcertain; though 
he has heard it is full 200%. per ann. but this he has been credibly in- 
formed, that Mr. Fraſer has only 600. per annum, till a place equi- 
Jualent can be found for him; though Mr. Kirke and his family are 
Iiarding. ers beyond credibility 


n 
1— * 4 


A ſmall ſpecimen however may be ſ. en, Appendir (T) page 89. 
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| unfortunate” mi ſunderſiandin 
dure, and that he would write fully by the next opportunity. 
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REPORT. 


On the nd May, Mr. Kirke wrote a letter to this Office, which was 


received here on the 7th July following; in which he mentions, that an 
bad happened between him and the Commo- 


effect, Another letter was received from him the 8th Auguſt, dated by 
zoth June preceeding, which accompanied copies of ſeveral letters that 
had paſſed between him and the Commcdore, 15, ape with 88 


pers relative to his conduct on that occalicn, 
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REM A 
Mr. Kirke did write a letter of the 22d May 1766 * ; but moſt ſo- 


lemnly denies having therein mentioned any miſunderſtanding between 
himſelf and the Commodore; for on a reinſpection of that letter, it 
will be found, that Mr. Kirke's words were exactly as follows, viz. 
* an unfortunate miſunderſlanding which . bappened wwhilft Commo- 
dore Harriſon was bere in the Centurion 1. And the Dey's letter, which 

accompanied Conſul Kirke's, with thoſe expreſſions in it, moſt fully 
and clearly ſets forth, that it was owing to Commodore Harriſon's 
weakneſs, and miſconceiving the Treaty, that firſt occaſioned the miſ- 
underſtanding with the late as well as preſent Dey; and as a confirma- 
tion of the truth of what Mr. Kirke now aflerts, that no miſunderſtand- 
ing was ſubſiſting between him and the Commodore, it will moſt clearly 
appear by the Dey's letter of the 2zoth May, 1766+, to his Majeſty, 
which accompanied Mr. Kirke's of the 22d of the ſame month, that a 
very exact and minute detail of the miſunderſtanding alluded to is given 
by the Dey, and plainly ſhews, that it was between the Commodore 
and the late as well as preſent Dey, and not between the Commodore 
and Conſul Kirke; and that it firſt aroſe in November, -1765, and not 
in April 1766; and in that letter the Dey not only clearly ſhews that 
Conſul Kirke took no part whatever, or was in any degree concerned in 
the tranſaction or proceedings of the Commodore, which gave riſe to 


— 


that miſunderſtanding between the Commodore and both the Deys, but 


likewiſe uſes the following words, viz. and now, my good Friend, all 
'* that was done abe have awrate to yu, Maj iy, afſuring your Maj eſiy that 
« your Conſul has ever acted in the meft upright and proper manner, ufing his 
* utmeft endeaucurs in his nation's behalf.” And as a further confirmation 
of the matter being wholly miſconceived in England, the Dey, on re- 
ceipt of the anſwer written to his ſaid letter of the 2oth May, 1766, 
which was delivered by his Excellency Commodore Spry when he intro- 
duced Mr. Sampſon, on its being read in public before the Dey and his 
Miniſters, they ſtared with aſtoniſhment at each other, and the Dey 
aſced If the people in England were in their proper ſenſes ?"' 


. . . . p yy TH ts 01 


5 ——— 


See Appendix (D) page 9. 

1 Palliating as much in favour of the Commodore (after the Dey 5 lan to the King) 
15 the Nature and Coincidence of Circumſtances could poſſibly admit, 

Ditto (C) page 6. 
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REPORT. 


But there does not appear that any letters were written_to him after- 
wards from this Office; nor any thing further done concerning the ſub- 
je& of his difference with Commodore pg who died Jon yr in the 


Mediterranean. 
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REMARKS. 


The dire& contrary will moſt evidently appear on reading the following 
tiers, ALL ON HIS MAJESTY'S SERVICE, viz. Lord Shelburne's 
» Conſul Kirke of the 1ſt Auguſt 1766 © ; Conſul Kirke's to Lord Shel- 
urne in anſwer thereto of the 31ſt October, 1766 +; ditto to ditto of the 
6th December, 17667 ; ditto to ditto of the 3d February, 1767 ||; 
ord Shelburne's to Conſul Kirke of the 2d of January 1767 $, Conſul 
irke to Lord Shelburne of the 5th of April 1767, Appendix (K) page 49 
ith an“; ditto to ditto of the 12th July, 1767 h; ditto to ditto of the 
th 3 1767 *. Alſo Mr. Kirke's Free letters to the Earl of Shel- 
rue of the 30th December 1767 +; in the ſtrongeſt and moſt explicit 
anner exculpating himſelf of every Charge io unjuſtly and without the 
all ſhadow of reaſon ſet forth againſt him, by a weak and inconfiderate 
an, who had not only acted unbecoming the character of an officer, 
t totally miltook the Treaty and the Laws of Nations ; after which, 
d numberleſs attendancies on Mr. (now Sir Richard) Sutton, who by 
ord Shelburne's direction examined into the whole matter, and read the 


veral affidavits and certificates taken in obedience to his Grace of 


ichmond's letter of the 28th July, 1766, for that very purpoſe, all 
hich Sir Richard declared he had reported to Lord Shelburne tt, who 
quainted Colonel Egerton Mr. Kirke had cleared himſelf to his (Lord 


elburne's) entire ſatisfaQtion, and that Mr. Kirke ſhould be provided 


r ſhortly. 
It is alſo neceſſary to obſerve that Commodore Harriſon did not die 


on after the 8th Auguſt, 1766, nor in the Mediterranean, but in 


ngland, and at his ſeat near Plymouth, on or about the 2d February 


708, And it therefore behoves Mr. Kirke here to obſerve, that he 


ad fully Juſtified the whole of his conduct ſo long ago as in the year 
e 


— — 


Appendix (F) page 40. + Ditto (G) page 41. 1 Ditto (H) page 43. 

|| Appendix (I) page 46. § Ditto (K) page 48. þ Ditto (L) page 49. 
* Appendix (M) page 50. + Ditto (Q page 63, (R) page 68, and (U) page gr. 
tt lt is bere to he obſerved, that Mr. Kirke made repeated Applications to Mr. (now 
Richard) Sutton for a Sight of his Report to Lord Shelburne, leſt any the moſt trifſing 
ter, might, through hurry of buſineſs, have eſcaped his notice, and be thereby miſre- 
ſented to his Lordſhip z to prevent which, Mr. Kirke anxiouſly withed to have an op- 


tunity of ſetting the whole in the cleareſt light imaginable ; but zl che ſatisfattion Mr, 
ke could obtain from Mr. Sutton was, that it was a matter of a Private, Confidential 


ure, aud that he could not ſhew its 
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the whole amount was paid to him in the uſual manner from the 14th De- 


of Shelburne, and at the end of that year preſented an account of his 


examination of every particular, laid the whole caſe before the King, 


* 


BP EF Þ 6&0 T- 


With regard to Mir. Kirke's falary and allowance, it appears, tha 


per, 1704, to the e December, 1763. 
And that on his arrival in England in vote, he W to the Earl 


claims and demands to his Lordlhip, who after a very full and minute 


as is ſtated in the moſt diſtinct manner in Lord Shelburne's letter to thHembe 


then Lords Commiſſioners of his Ma): ſty's Treaſury, dated the 2giloy1q; 
April, 1768, \ 
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REMARK 8. 


1766 FF, and alſo corroborated ſuch his juſtification not ads by affida- 
vits taken in virtue of his Grace of Richmond's letter of the 28th July 
1766, for that very purpoſe, but alſo by his own letters of the zoth of 
December 1767 + to Lord Shelburne, in which he molt ſtrenuouſly re- 
neſts his Lordſhip, to cauſe the Commodore to ſtand forth and prove 


but only that he was on the point of marrying a young Lady of Fortune 
hen Mr, Kirke made ſuch his humble requeſt as aforeſaid, 


Admitted, but only in the uſual and cuſtomary way, as it would 
thatſſWave been paid to any Conſut that might have had the appointment. 


o obtain that honour, for his Lordſhip was always denied when Mr. 
irke endeavoured at an audience, till on the zoth October, 1753, Mr. 
lirke wrote a letter to his Lordſhip ® ; in conſequence of which he re- 


 thiWember, 1768; was the firſt and only Interview © which Mr. Kirlle 
ould ever be admitted ; before which Mr. Kirke mould not have'known 
1 „ e $937 % - $120 ha 


** 


F& See the Dey's Letter to the King, of the zoth May, 1766, Appendix (C) page 6, 
Ponſal Kirke's Letter to Mr. Secretary Conway, of the 22d of ſame month accompanying 
, Appendix (D) page 9, and his Letter to Ditto, of the 20 * following, with thi 
inex's, Appendix (E) page 10 to 39. | 
See Appendix (QW page 63, (R) 68. : 
* My Lord, ; Sunday, zoth October, 1768, 
I have been fo often at your Lordſhip's door, and left ſo many cards without ſuc- 
le, nay even my letters unnoticed, that I am perſuaded your Lordſhip's ſervants are 
ne blameable for this unjuſtifiable conduct, as ſurely a perſonage of your Lordſhip's 
gh rank and underſtanding would never treat an inn cent man with ſuch negligence and 
lregard, more eſpecially where the Honour of his Sovereign and the Credit of the Nation, 
afide the total deſtruction of an injured innocent family, are ſo much involved. I 
refore hope, and cannot hefitate a moment in being aſſured, if this ſhould reach your 
dſhip's hand, that your Lordihip will give directions that I may Le WY ad- 
ted to an audience. 
am, my Lord, your Lordſhip's moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
ight Hon, the Earl of Shelburne, | ROPERT KIRKE, 
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is pretended accuſation, which never was complied with. Of what 
iſorder the Commodore made his exit, Mr. Kirke never could learn, 
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. 
* — E eo turns zo W ITY IH IE” oor — © as 


Mr. Kirke never ſaw Lord Shelburne, though he frequently attempted | 


ceived a card of appointment, and on or about the zd or zd day of No- 
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by which it appears, that Mr. Kirke's full allowance and ſalary we 
paid to him from the 14th December, 1765, to the 14th Decembe 
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Incloſed is an extract from that letter fo far as relates to Mr. Kirk 


2766, when __ ceaſed aud were. e gan 
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; Lordſhip had he met him, conſequently could not deliver at the end 
the year 1767, or at any other time, an account of his claims or de- 
ands to his Lordſhip, and therefore it was impoſſible for his Lordſhip 
very fully and minutely to examine every particular; or lay the whole 
caſe before the King.” As to its being Rated in the moſt diſtin& 
nner in Lord Shelburne's Letter to the then Lords Commiſſioners of 
s Majeſty's Treaſury, dated the 29th April, 1758, Mr. Kirke cannot 
ſbly obſerve upon, having never had the honour of reading that let- 
, or the Extract thereof alluded to in the next paragraph; though 
1. Kirke muſt own his anxious wiſh to peruſe a letter calculated to in- 


ce the then Lords of the Treaſury to pay Three Perſons for the ſame En- 


yment, to the great diſtreſs and diſappointment of One, namely, Mr, 
mpſon, and the utter ruin of another, viz. Mr. Kirke; to ſay nothing 


the unneceſſarily ſquandering away the Civil Liſt Money, and the 


ormous Expences that have fince been incurred by ſuch AIT E Ar- 
INTMENT> a 


True it is, that Mr. Kirke's allowance and ſalary were made to ceaſe 
d determine as here ſet forth; but as Sir Stanier does not ſeem incli- 
ble to aſſign the true cauſe of ſuch ceſſation, Mr. Kirke thinks it ne- 
ary to do it; namely, that Mr. Fraſer + was appointed Conſul in 


r. Kirke's room on the 13th of December, 1766, while Mr. Kirke 
is acting in his office, and not leſs than four months before a copy of 
e frivolous complaint of Commodore Harriſon had come to his hands, 
d while Mr. Sampſon was on his paſſage out, to take upon him the 


arge of the King's buſineſs at Algiers during the Conſul's abſence. 
great ſeemed to be the hurry they were in, to diſplace Conſul Kirke 
all events, that they would not give time for their own official letters 
reach him before they had joſtled him out by appointing him a ang 
lor. 


The 
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See Mr, Sutton's note at the foot of the next fide of Remarks, page 51. 
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"Te Further appears by that extract, that his Majeſty was gracioul 
pleaſed to allow Mr. Kirke apart from his uſual bill of extraordinarie 
to the 14th December, 1766, the ſum of 150{- 2 


— 


R E. M A R K S. 
The conſtitution and general practice of this Country ———_ 


the condemnation of any man unheard. Mr. Kirke's caſe however is a 
melancholy proof, that this, like other general rules, admits of excep- 
tions; for he was turned out of office near 14 years ago, AND HAS NOT 
BEEN HEARD YET, Which has chiefly induced him to arrange theſe 
ſheets, which, if they anſwer no other end may at leaſt ſerve to confute 
the error of thoſe who have cruelly told his helpleſs children, that had it 
ot been for the Imprudence of their Father oy might have been in a 

happy ſituation. | 
This muſt appear in quite a different light, when Mr. Kirke obſerves, 
hat on the deceaſe of Baba Ally, the late Dey of Algiers, ſundry mo- 
ies, preſents, &c. were diſtributed and given by Conſul Kirke, not 
nly to the ſucceeding Dey, Mahomet Paſha, but alſo to his officers, 
new miniſters, &c. as ever cuſtomary with the Conſuls of all nations in 
alliance with Algiers on the acceſſion of a new Dey and renewing their 
eſpective treaties of peace ® and afterwards allowed the Conſuls by Go- 
ernment, and for which Conſul Kirke charged in an account delivered 
Mr. Sutton the ſum of zoo. (the amount of which he was, and ſtill is 
ady to verify upon oath) Soon after Mr. Kirke had delivered ſaid ac- 
ount, Mr. Sutton ſent a letter or note to Mr. Kirke, dated the zoth of 
\pril, 1768 f, returning Mr. Kirke's accounts, and telling him, that 
ord Shelburne would not allow them in the manner Mr. Kirke had 
Irawn them out, but only as he (Mr. Sutton) had altered them, and 
ie reaſan aſſigned was, becauſe Mr. Fraſer was appointed 1 3th Decem- 
ber 


* 


— 


11 


Read part of Conſul Kirke's Letter to Lord Shelburne, of the 2oth December, 1766, 
lative to the caſe of the Venetians, marked thus“, Appendix (H) page 44. 

t Mr. Sutton's compliments to Mr. Kirke; if he will ſend a Bill of Extraordinaries 
om 14th December, 1765, to 1766, in the manner Mr. Sutton has corrected the former, 
hich he returns, Lord Shelburne will fign it, and the Bill of Extra Extraordinaties for 


300. As to that from 14th December, 1766, to 1767; Lord Shelburne would not allow. 


t in that manner, as Mr. Fraſer was appointed 13th December, 1766, but has wrote 4 

er to the Treaſury to allow him 376L£. 28. gd, & being the proportion of the Salary, and 

xtras to Mr. Sampſon's arrival, and 200%. for his voyage home. Whitehall, April 30. 
{ Erroneouſly calculated, 
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For extra extraordinarles 376L. 26. 94.3 for the time he remained 
' Algiers after his allowance ceaſed, ſo that he was paid in effect the f 
Glary and extraordinaries of his office until the end of April, 1767. 
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ber, 1766. On receipt of this letter, Mr. Kirke waited on Mr. Sutton, 
not only to explain, if neceſſary, but prove to him the rectitude of the 
charge, which Mr. Kirke did, when Mr. Sutton replied, it did not 
avail, for that the matter, could not then be altered, as Lord Shelburne 
had laid the papers before the King in the manner ſet forth in Mr. Sut- 
ton's letter, and that his Majefty had ſigned the ſame ; that they were 
gone to the Treaſury, and nothing further could then be done in the 
buſineſs ; that therefore Mr. Kirke muſt ſign the papers as altered, and 
returned by Mr. Sutton, or he would not receive any thing, nor was it 
prudent for Mr. Kirke to differ with the Secretary of State for trifles, 
conſequently Mr, Kirke was then underpaid on this ſingle article by the 
ſum of 150%. 

Though Sir Stanier Porten would have it underſtood by the Treaſury 
as 150g. graciouſly given by his Majeſty, by way of banus, inſtead of 
: ppearing as the fact really is, that Mr. Kirke, inſtead of being paid 
300. which was juſtly his due, was curtailed 150. which with 13 
years intereſt thereon is at this time as much Mr. Kirke's right, as the 
principal and intereſt due to any man for monies expended, lent or laid 
Neut for the uſe of another, 


Every Conſul appointed for Algiers is allowed 585L. 117. 69. per an- 
num, extraordinaries for the payment of ſalaries to the Chaplain and 
„ [Surgeon, and alſo the dues of Byram and Corban, alſo awaids at the 
J pdey's Palace, and to the High Admiral and Officers of the Marine, 
* 'Wfationary ware, poſtage of letters, and other neceſſary expences. And 
Conſul Kirke paid the whole of the Extraordinaries for the year 1767, 
before and after the arrival of Mr. Sampſon, except zoo. being the ſa- 
-  PWaries of the Chaplain and Surgeon, who were abſent, and conſequently 
Mr. Kirke was intitled to 385L. 115. 64. being the remainder of ſuch 
allowance, deducting thoſe ſalaries. But ſuppoſing Mr. Kirke was to 
ive no more than a proportion of his Salary only to the time of his 
Juitting Algiers, keeping a table, and acting as Conſul (ſet aſide his 
being four months on his paſſage, performing two quarentines, and 
being on great and certain expences before he could land in England 
” or 


4 


44 SKETCH or THE CASE, &. 


REPORT. 


/ 
J 
d 
E 


PR 


bl n : | forth 
We | g y * 221 e : ' WM! | kes | 1 to be 
lth 3 ; I 15 | ie 18 964 554 cei ve 
10 | 555 | Kirk 
54 3 7, FIN 0 S A ITTTH year 
| that 
| . 77... Eo pe al Br ads 4; auen 
Ih i a 2 65 4 EY; | a nity 1764 
| | bi l 35 * „„ matt 
| Stan 
24 fight 
40 n | | 11 — The 
5 | 
| 


| wy 

| 1 en; 5 8 H 
| | | 

| 

' 

| 


—— — 
p OS 
— 
F 


part. 
ſuch 
the 1 
have 


Kirk 


"WERE OACTEIYUECESTITD DIE DE 
x 4 * o - 
” ** * 
, 
* 


2. ... —— 
— 


— — — — —k1kͤö 
oy * , 


COS 


ER 


[ 


SKETCH OF THE CASE G 335 


RE MARK S. 


or have it in his power to endeavour to get a being, and had he even 
acted property] the amount would be as follows, viz. 


1766, December 14th. Proportion of ry from ſaid time 
to the 17th June, 1767, the day Conſul Kirke quitted þ 304 18 71 
Algiers, leaving Mr. Sampſon there, being 185 days) 


Ditto of extraordinaries for ſame time — 385 11 6 


Total £ 690 10 15 


A — — . 


Allowed only, as on the other ide, to the end of April, 
1767, inſtead of to the 17th June, 1767, being the £376 2 9Þ 
day Conſul Kirke left Algiers. 


Ballance due to Mr. Kirke on this account — 236-7 4 


Total 1.690 10 1+ 


How then, in the name of reaſon, could Sir Stanier Porten ſet it 
forth in ſuch a manner ? or what could induce ſuch a ſtrange calculation 
to be at firſt made? It is here neceſſary to remark, that Mr. Fraſer re- 
ceived the whole of the extraordinaries for the year 1767, though Mr. 
Kirke was juſtly intitled to them, having paid all the expences of the 
year 1767, before he left Algiers. And it is further to be- remarked, | 
that the 376L. 25. 9d f allowed Mr. Kirke, was paid him in conſe» | 
quence of Lord Shelburne's letter to the Treaſury of the 2gth April, | 
1768, without Lord Shelburne's having inquired the leaſt about the - i 
matter, which letter or extract, though particularly mentioned in Sir - { 
Stanier Porten's Report, Mr. Kirke has never been able to procure a 1 
fight of. In ſhort, Mr. Kirke has been perſecuted and ill treated, as = 
he conceives, beyond example, without any fault committed on his | 
part, Nor is he able fo much as to gueſs at the ſhadow of a reaſon for 
ſuch injurious treatment, except a total miſapprehenſion of his caſe, and 
the frequent fluctuation of adminiſtration about that time, which may 
have prevented the matter's being rightly underſtood, and which Mr. 


Kirke does in his conſcience believe to be the truth, 
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Mr. Kirke gave in a demand of 315 C. having paid * to the Ma. 
er of the Veſſel who brought him home, beſides all Port and Quaren- 
ne charges, hiring people to navigate the veſſel, performing two long 
Juarentines, the laſt of which was forty days, in Stangate Creek, and 
cen four months on his paſſage *, nevertheleſs he could obtain only 
oof. which he apprehends to be a ſum that had been heretofore allow- 
d to a Conſul coming home, but not to one ſo ſingularly treated as the 
nfortunate Conſul Kirke was, for by this one article Mr. Kirke was 
gually upwards of 115 C. out of pocket; though he has ſince been 
redibly informed Conſul Aſpinwall was allowed 300. for his paſſage 
ome from Algiers, though neither himſelf or family were = to the 
alt inconvenience or extraordinary expence. 


By whom! was it fo confidered ? Surely Sir Stanier Porteti cannot 
jean Mr. Kirke, who on his appointment as Conſul to Algiers had a 
ucrative employment, the reward of 20 years public fervice, taken 
rom him, quitted all buſineſs, and likewiſe paid as fees for his Com- 
niſſion alone 161L. 155. 6d. and in order to ſupport with proper dignity 
e honour of his country in the ſtation to which he was appointed, 
don afterwards neceſſarily expended near 2700. for his neceſſary 
quipment, knowing there were but few things to be got at Algiers for 
he Engliſh, and looking upon it he was ſettled for * Promotion only 
* 


r. 


It this i is s all that is to be Gund in the Office, i it b Mr. Kirke to 
kk what is become of the ſeveral letters ON HIS MAJESTY's SER- 
ICE that paſſed between him and the late Earl of Halifax, General 
onway, his Grace the Duke of Richmond, and the Earl of Shelburne, 
luring his reſidence at Algiers and afterwards ; particularly thoſe of the 
zoth of December, 1767, written by Mr. Kirke, and containing a full 
uſtification of his conduct, in — (and ſo aeknowledged by Lord 
| Shel- 


—— 


Read Conful Kirke's Letter to Lord be, of the 31ſt Oger, . Appens 
ix (G) page 41. 


— ena dad 


Council, relating to Mr. Kirke's character and behaviour before he wa 


Mr. Kirke then declined it, and has ever fince been out of employment 
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Several certificates appear to have been laid before the Lords of the 


appointed to the Conſulſhip at Algiers, very much to his credit and ad- 
vantage; which Lord Hillſborough directs me to obſerve to you, and 
alſo that Lord Shelburne, when he quitted the ſeals, recommended Mr, 
Kirke in conſideration of his merit to his ſucceſſor, Lord Viſ. Wey- 

huth, to be employed whenever there might offer a favourable oppor 


7. 


And in effect, Lord Weymouth, in the year 1769, offered to ſeni The « 
Mr. Kirke in the quality of Conſul to the Emperor of Morocco; biſſte was | 
| am 20 
ior Cor 
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Shelburne to Colonel Egerton). copies and extracts of all the above let- 
ters alluded to may be ſeen in Appendix (A) page 1, 2, 3 and 4; (F) 
o; (G) 41; (H) 43; (1) 45; (K).48, and 49 with an“; (L) 49; 
(M) 50; (Q) 63 to 67; (R) 68 to 81; and (U) gi to 98. 


The ſeveral certiſicates, and Mr. Kirke's compoſure of mind under 
his preſent diſtreſſes, after upwards of 14 years perſecution, plainly in- 
licate that a well ſpent youth is the beſt comfort of old age. Mr. Kirke 
is unfeignedly obliged to Lord Hillſborough for his very humane direc- 
ions on this head. As to Lord Shelburne's recommendation of him, af- 
yer what had been tranſacted againſt Mr. Kirke by his Lordſhip, he owns 
rShimſelf under ſome difficulty to believe; but this he knows, by having 

t under Lord Halifax's hand, that his Lordſhip did him the honour of 
ecommending him to Lord Viſ. Weymouth ſoon after his Lordſhip's ac- 
epting the ſeals of Office, as alſo what paſſed between th-m thereon in 
he Houſe of Lords, which Mr. Kirke is able to authenticate, having 
ord Halifax's letter now by him. And had Sir Stanier Porten repre- 
nted Mr. Kirke's caſe with any degree of candor to Lord Hillſborough, 
ertain he is, the report would have been ſuch as would have induced 
he Lords of the Treaſury, through his Majeſty's known clemency to his 
ubjects in general, to have rendered that juſtice to Mr. Kirke, which 
ie nature of his caſe deſerves. 


he 


nd The occaſion of Mr. Kirke's reluctantly declining the offer was; firſt, 
due was given to underſtand that he was to allow the late Conſal Pop- 
nim 200. per annum, out of his ſalary. Secondly, its being an infe- 
ior Conſulſhip to Algiers 4, from whence, after paying 16%. 155. 64. 
| for 


: 09 AL OTER'S: 8 «4 
Annual Allowance - - 
Extraordinary Allowance for Salaries, Statiouary Ware, &c, »— 535 11 6 


Total 1185 11 6 


MOROCCO. 


Extraordina Allowance — — — 250 80 
* 
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Total 650 0 0 
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He is now reduced at a very advanced Age, with a large Family, to 


very diſtreſſed Situation, and appears to Lord TRY an Oey ol 


_ Compaſſion. 
Tr Iam, SIR, 


John Robinſon, Eſq; Treaſury. 


| Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
S. PORTEN 
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for his commiſſion and upwards of 2700L. for the equipment of himſelf 
and family, he had been fo ſuddenly and without cauſe removed, and no 
ſatisfaction or recompence whatever offered him, though he had acquit- | 
ted himſelf at Algiers with the greateſt propriety and honour. And 
laſtly, becauſe the preſents he was to carry were inadequate ; and that 
he was to be under the immediate direction of the Governor of Gibral- 

tar, in which caſe it would have been impoſſible for him to have done 

his duty with honour to his King or fervice to his country ; and that he 

conceives experience has ſince ſhewn his judgment to have been right, 
and that larger preſents have been ſent out, and as he believes an in- 

creaſe of allowance ordered for the Conſul's reſiding at Morocco. 


N. B. Long after the date of this report, and the remarks thereon, 
viz, on the 5th March 1781, Conſul Logie arrived i in England, himſelf 
and family having narrowly eſcaped with their lives, after receiving the 
moſt degrading inſults, ſuch as the Emperor's Alcaides ſpitting zn the 
face of the Conſul, drawing their Attagans or daggers and pointing 
them at his breaſt, threatning t to ſtab him, &c. &c. if any credit is to 
be given to public report in general, which Mr. Kirke is inclined to be- 
lieve, as he well knows the Reaſons of the Diſaffection of all the Bar - 
pary States, which he is ready and willing to explain to Adminiſtration 


| if they would vouchſafe him a — thereon. 


to 


EN 


Truth this i is, and melancholy to relate; Mr. Kirke is not only greatly 


© embarraſſed in his circumſtances, but his family reduced from a ſtate of 


independance and affluence to the want of common neceſſaries. A 
ſhocking circumſtance indeed! After reading the ſeveral papers rcferred 
to, and Mr. Kirke's letter to Colonel Egerton, ſetting forth particulars 1. 
Mr. Kirke has remained upwards of 14 years, ſtripped of character and 
employment, with a. numerous family, five of which, viz. three boys 

| | | and 


pI 
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* bk 2-48. ail 
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* See ſaid Letter, Sketch of Caſe, page 6 to g. 
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and two girls are now (except the eldeſt boy) without education, change and 
of cloaths, or even proper victuals to keep them alive; with a worthy vhoſe 
mother crying over them, in the ſame wretched and diſtreſſed ſituation. Nitiou 
And though now with the father, reduced to the appellation of being an 
object of compaſſion, they are only rendered ſo by being denied that Juſ. 
tice a deſperate rioter, a murderer, or even a ſpy has in this country, 


namely that of a fair Trial or Hearing, which has hitherto been devied 


the unfortunate Conſul Kirke, as he would in that caſe, he flatters him- 
ſelf, appear an Object not more of Compaſſion than Juſtice. | 


L HRS RAT 1 


VUpeN the whole, Mr. Kirke cannot but 3 that his Caſe i is 
uncommonly hard; abruptly called home, and turned adrift from hi; 
Employment-ppon a friyolous, idle and ill- founded complaint, ſhut out 
from Redreſs by being denied a Hearing for ſo many years, during which, 
ſeveral of his beſt friends, who might have ſerved him effectually, have 
died, particularly his worthy patron the late Earl of Halifax, who real!) 
meant it; the diſſipation of his Fc ortune, occaſioned by the cruel ſuſpence pho 
in which he has been kept; and to compleat his misfortunes, the wu 
Miſrepreſentation of his Caſe by this Report of Sir Stanier Porten, render 


him at preſent indeed an object of compaſſion to all the world. Though 
he is convinced, that whcever attentively conſiders the foregoing pages, 


muſt ſee, that the juſtice * ſtrictly due to him on the ſcore of his public 

conduct, would ſoon reſtore him to that eaſy competency he once enjoy 

ed, and of which his unmerited misfortunes have deprived him. 1 
Worn out as he i is, with Age and long Service in various climates, t 


e of expectation, the gin of diſappointment, and the anxiety 
| 0 


„ — WW — 


Law may reinſtate a Man in his Property, or recover his Fame from Detractior 
But e can recall Time paſt, or renovate a —— broken by Age and Peiſeci 


tion. 


* 


SRETCH OF THE CASE, G. 6g 


pf wha inſeparable from ſuch a ftate, and a/moſt deſpairing of juſtice, 
after ſo many fruitleſs attempts to obtain it, he throws himſelf on the 
andor and Benevolence of thoſe few Friends that are yet left him, and 

vhoſe good Opinion, as he has ever endeavoured to merit, he is ſtill am- 

itious to preſerve. . 
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FIAT JUSTITIA RUAT CCELUM. 
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APP EN DI X. 


he ſeveral Letters, Extracts, Accounts, and other 
Papers referred to in the foregoing Sketch, viz. 


8 
. 7 
— 2 © ts od F 
; „* 75 _ p - | 


pies and Extratts of Letters to and from the Earl of Halifax 
and General Conway, Secretaries of State, relative to Mr. 
Kirke's Demand of { 347, made Oath to, and alſo ſet forth i in 


bis Memorial to the King in Council; of which Sir Stanier 


porten, though Keeper of State Papers, has not taken the 


laſt Notice in his Letter or Report to John Robinſon, 


% dated 27th June, 1780. 


Extra of Letter from Conſul Kirke to the Right Hon. the 
Earl of Halifax, dated 26th June, 1765. 


* I AM preparing to deliver the preſents; in doing which, I ſhall not 
fall taking the advice and opinion of the Commodore*. 

The providing the additional preſents required and expected by this 
zovernment, will greatly hurt me, unleſs ſome method can be found 
out to reimburſe me, or my ſalary be augmented : but as the Com- 
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. | Cleveland. 


6 modore 
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2 ern dix. 


& modore and * Mr. Bruce are both returning to England, I will ft 10 
2 no more on this head; only beg leave to refer your Lordſhip to the 5 
“ for their impartial account; not doubting of relief, when your Lori | 
„ ſhip ſhall be made acquainted with the unavoidabl expences and man 
** inconveniences a Conſul ſuffers in this part of the world.“ 


Extract of Letter from Conſal Kirke to the Right Hon. t! 
Earl of Halifax, dated Algiers, 7th Auguſt, 1765. 
% THE preſents I was charged with for the Dey and his Officeiiſf © 
* did not give ſatisfaction to the latter (particularly the watches) no.“ 
* withſtanding the addition I was forced to make thereto out of my o 4 
«6 pocket, and likewiſe being aſſiſted with two watches by the Comm 
** dore, the one a gold chafed repeater out of his own fob. But t 
Commodore has aſſured me, he will repreſent the whole fully a 
« properly to your Lordſhip on his artival in England ; when I dou 
not but the paragraph of my laſt letter relating to the ſeveral diſbur! 
% ments made by myſelf, will have its due weight; and that I fi 
* be allowed the ſame, otherwiſe I ſhall never be able to reco 
* the expences of my out-ſet, the additional preſents made by 
*© together with 69L. gs. in caſh, demanded of and paid by me as d. 
«© at the King's Houſe upon my arrival here as Conſul. The Com 
e dore has an atteſted copy of the preſents actually given by me, as: 
* the account of the money paid, and to whom, which was done at 
* conſulting the Commodore fully, and having not only his approba: 
* but defire ſo to do, as judging it quite neceſſary and proper to 
* given and paid at this juncture. 
Extract of Letter from Conſul Kirke to the Right Hon. 
Secretary Conway, dated Alpiers, 24th Auguſt, 1765. 
% IFLATTER myſelf that the applications made to Lord Hall 


S] 


mode 
Pan! 
ue let 
1 eme. 


in my letters of the 26th June and 7th Auguſt laſt, relative to the f ary 
*« ditional preſents I was under the neceflity of making, and che ed, 
* avoidable pecuniary acknowledgments I was obliged to comply W t prefer 
on my firſt arrival here, will meet your e and that Ie juſtn 
be allowed for the ſame.” | | gre m 


| Extract of Letter from Conſul Kirke to the Right Hon. Ithere 
Secretary Conway, dated Algiers, gth February, 1766. utm 
IN the poſtſcript of your Letter of the 22d Auguſt laſt, you 
«© pleaſed to mention the receipt of mine of the zoth May and 


* Sec letter from Mr. Secretary 8 to Conſul Kirke, dated St, James's, 
November, 1765. g 
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AFP 3 
ane; but ! am concerned to find no notice taken of the applica- 
0 ion I found myſelf under the neceſ fity of making in the laſt of theſe 


etters for ſome allowance for my extraordinary expences, &c. 
Before J conclude I muſt bes leave to tranſmit a copy of the a- 


ere as Conſul, which together with the additional preſents I was at 
Ine ſame time under the neceſſity of making, amounted to between 
Inree and four hundred pounds ſterling out of my own private fortune 
e particulars of which preſents 1 delivered the late Ambaſſador, Com- 
Tnodore Cleveland, with a requeſt that he would be ſo good to repre- 
nt it on his arrival in England, which he promiſed me to do, hav- 
il © g by Lord HFalifax's directions conſulted him in the diſtribution 
If the whole, and as I have been at theſe unavoidable expences, and 
'F+ the melancholy event of the Dey's death has ſo ſoon after hap- 
'Fened, and TI thereby again put to great, though neceſſary expences, 
'J4ded to my having been twenty-five years in his Majeſty's ſervice, 
Fill, I flatter myſelf, be an inducement to you, Sir, © move in my 
'Fehalf for ſome mark of the King's favor; aſſuring you, at the ſame 
me, that I ſhall ever exert my utmoſt abilities in this or any other 
mploy I may be honoured with, to approve myſelf a faithful ſervant 

an f the Crown.“ 


M1 Letter from the Right Hon. Mr. Secretary Conway to Conſul 
19 Kirke, dated St. James's, 15th November, 1765. 

* 4 SIR, 

0 CAPTAIN CLEVELAND is but lately arrived, and + 


odore Harriſen is not yet come home; ſo that I can give you no ex- 
& anſwer to the reimburſements of the expences mentioned in your 
Fc letters of June 26th, Auguſt 7th, and 24th. However juſt reim- 
fcments may be; 1 do not, I confeſs, ſee the propriety of an increaſe 
Blary, unleſs the neceſſity of a continuance of the expences was alſo 
ei ced, which you do not ſeem to inſinuate to be the caſe; but I do nat 
e preſent mean to give any anſwer, or to make any obſervations upon 


are me. : 
therefore content myſelf at t preſent with Is g to you to uſe 
utmoſt te preſerve that harmony and good underſtanding. which is 


— - — 


| 1 been Conſul Brucs See letter from Conſul Kirke to the Earl of Hali- 
ſatech zöth June, 1765, foregoing. 


„ 


now 


*$-:1ds, or fees, paid by me at the Dey's houſe, ſoon after my arrival 


e juſtneſs or fitneſs of expences, the particulars o which are not 11 ; 
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7 rl. 
now ſo happily eſtabliſhed between this country and Algiers; and th 


The following is Part of the late Conſul Kirke's Claim | th 


will be attended with the leſs difficulty to you, as the new regulatiq 
in the paſſes remoye the pretence the Moors ſometimes made, and ti 
juſt cauſe they perhaps ſometimes found to be diſſatisfied. | | 

I am, Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Conſul Kirke at Algiers. „ H. S. CON WIA 


— 8 


(B) i: 


Government, Viz. 


| £1: 
GOVERNMENT. To Robert Kirke, Dr. 
1765, July 5th, CASH, &c. paid for the uſe of G-) K. : 
vernment when Conſul at Algiers (as per account on 
oath, letters to the Earl of Hallifax and Gen. Con- | Conſi 
way, Secretaries of State, and their anſwers), viz. to oo 
ſundry additional preſents, - &c. provided by Conſul | St 
Kirke, to make up the Deficiency of thoſe ſent out ly 
by Government for the Dey, his Miniſters, Officers, 1 
&c. by the direction of Lord Halifax, his Excellency > 347 0 L. 
Commodore Cleveland the Ambaſſador, &c. and £69 | | fo 
95. od. paid in money, which is always done by every 
new Conſul on his arrival in Algiers, and afterwards | 
allowed by Government, and which matter Mr. Se- 
cretary Conway particularly alludes to in his letter of 
the 15th of November, 1765, to Conſul Kirke, ma- | 
king in the whole — — — | J 15 
Intereſt thereof from ſaid 5th July, 1765, to the Ce 
5th July, 1781, being 16 Years, at 5 per þ 277 121 th 
Cent. 1s + aq - - - 17 
Conſul Kirke having, as ever cuſtomary, provided ſun, ſer 
dry preſents to the amount of £300 on the Death of 
Ally Baſhaw, and the Succeſſion of Mahomet Baſhaw, 


the new Dey of Algiers, which were all diſtributed 
as per liſt, which he is likewiſe ready to make oath * 

to, charged the ſame to Government, but was only 
allowed C150 by Lord Shelburne, conſequently un- 
der paid by - 2 | = =- 


' | Carried forwards £774 121 


Inte 
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d th 


Al 


2 (i 


2 
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APPENDIX. 


Brought forwards 774 


Intereſt of ſaid £300 from the 10th February, 
1760, the time the diſtribution of the — 
was finiſhed, to the 3d Day of June, 1768, 
the date of Sir Grey Cooper's letter to the 
Auditor at the Exchequer, being two years, 
three months, 21 days, at 5 per cent. is = - 


Intereſt of C150 from ſaid 3d day of June, 1768, } 
to the 3d day of June, 1781, being 13 years, 97 
at g per cent. 2 — - 


34 


Conſul Kirke was under paid ſalary and extras from the 
14th December, 1766, to the 17th June, 1767, being 
the time he left Algiers, as will clearly appear on | 314 
looking into the vouchers, and likewiſe the calcula. | | 
tions made by Sir Richard Sutton - J 


* 


Intereſt thereof from the ſaid 17th June, 1767, 
to the 17th June, 1781, being 14 Years, at 5 C 220 
per cent, is - - Fe 


Conſul Kirke having, by the expreſs defire of the Duke) 
of Richmond, and Lord Shelburne, Secretaries of 
State, hired a veſſel to bring home himſelf and fami- 
ly, charged for the ſame £315, being rather under þ 115 
what he had actually expended on that ſervice, but 
Lord Shelburne would only allow him Z 200, here 
fore he was under paid on this account - 


Intereſt thereof from the zd day of June, 1767, 
the date of Sir Grey Cooper's letter to the © _ 
Auditor of the Exchequer, to the 3d day of i 74 

- June, 1781, being 13 years, at 5 per cent. 1s 


To various expences in collecting papers and proofs for 
Conſul Kirke's juſtification in conformity to his Grace | 
the Duke of Richmond's letter of the 28th July, > 
1766, for that expreſs purpoſe, which cannot at pre- 
ſent be aſcertained, | 0 
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faith, and King of two ſeas, King Muſtapha, God give him long life 


| ( ) 
Letter 1. the Dey of Algiers 2 His Britannic Majeſly 
dated 20th May, 1766. 


WITH the help of God Almighty. The King of our time, King 
the Turks and Moors, Friend of the ſtrong people, Defender of the ju 


Mahomet Baſhaw his ſervant, Dey of Algiers, to the King of England 
Ireland, &c. King of Frunce, and all thoſe ſeas, greeting, You tha 
are King of Kings, King of England, King of France, King of Scot 


land, and King of Ireland, moſt powerful of all Kings, the beloved o 
my heart, Poſſeſſor of crowns; I wiſh that this letter may meet you i Mh! 
perfect health, and that God Almighty may enlarge the days of you aw 
Majeſty's life, and keep them always delighted in heavenly muſic, and * 


all the proſperity this world can afford. Amen. 

With the help, and under the protection of Jeſus the ſon of Mary Ane 
for my own part, if your Majeſty is defirous to know the ſtate of m 
Health, 1 am, thank God, well, and continue to be the beſt of you 
Allies. And now I muſt acquaint your Majeſty, that in the time of th: 
deceaſed Ally Baſhaw, in which time I was Haſtfagee, or 'Treaſurer, 
we had heard and know that your Majeſty's Conſul, Robert Kirke, no 
reſiding with us, was always acting according to the proper and righ 
way, and ſaid Ally Baſhaw loved him very much, and ever ſhew'd hi 
all the friendſhip in his power, not only for your Majeſty's fake, but for 
your Conſul's alſo; and whatever he deſired to have for the uſe of th: 
ſhips of his nation, whether men of war, or Merchant men, ſaid All: 
Baſhaw allow'd him without reſtriction, having freed the port of thi 


h 

marine and the market, and ordered them to be apened to all rhei . 
Wants, When your Majeſty's ſhip of war the Centurion was here in Not A 11 
vember laft, when all was free and granted to them without reſtriction * 
and they took on board all kind of proviſions in very large quantities my 
; Fpplic 
till they made an abuſe of the indulgences granted; but out of regard iq "hr 
your Majeſty, Ally Baſhaw then ſaid nothing about it. But GeoreWM| appe 
Lawrence, the Purſer of the ſaid ſhip Centurion, having deſired th: (OPM 


Hogta, who has the ſuperintendency over the cattle, to procure or pur 
chaſe 


rtr! 7 
0 ſe for him 40 bullocks, he bought them accordingly, but ſaid Purſer 


| &rwards refuſing to take them at any rate, a diſpute aroſe between 
ahm, and ſoon afterwards a complaint came to Ally Baſhaw, ſaying 


| ple belonging to the Centurion carrying away ſuch large quantities 


Ang made, finding that the complaints were true, and that ſuch ways 
acting were not at all juſtifable, ſaid Ally Bafhaw iſſued his orders 
fo ſtopping, the port, and not ſuffering any more Grain to paſs; ſoon 
Aer which, the Centurion ſailed away. Upon which ſaid Ally Ba- 
w called your Majeſty's Conſul, Robert Kirke, to him, and told him 
Mat had happened during the Centurion's ſtay at Algiers; and told 
bij} that it was not at all right that the Centurion ſhould carry away 
h large quantities of all things, particularly Grain, and even then to 
away diſſatisfied ; upon which, your Majeſty's Conſul was found to 
be intirely innocent, and knew nothing about it. However, he pro- 
ned, that as ſo ill an uſe had been made of the port and markets being 
oßened, he would take care another time that ſuch irregularities ſhould 
ißt happen, by no more requeſting a free port otherwiſe than is cuſto- 
mary to Conſuls of other nations; and that when any Engliſh men of 
tar ſhould hereafter come to this place, he would take care to know of 
their Commanders what they ſtood in need of, particularly wheat, 
0 hrley, bullocks, biſcuit, ſoap, oil, and ſuch other things as were 


Emſelf, or ſend his Drugoman for the ſame; which is the cuſtom with 
other nations at Algiers, for their Commanders to let their Conſul 
Inow what their wants are before any thing is taken on board, in 


lopt by our guards, agreeable to the uſage and cuſtom of this place. 
Un the Conſul's word we relied, and all was well; but the Centurion 
I-turning here again in April laſt, with an intent as appear'd to commit 
the like irregularities as before, by endeavouring to pals all they choſe z 
but our guards of the port ſtopt at the gates the hear as cuſtomary, no 
plication having been made to obtain a permit; and we having talkt 
F-1th the Conſul about it, we found him entirely ignorant of what had 


though the Conſul aſſured us he had aſked him ſeveral times to give 
Lim a particular of what he ſtood in need of, and that he had told the 
Commodore what had happened in the late Ally Baſhaw's time, and 

| - there- 


— 9 non — — a>. 


Ur the people of Algiers were greatly diſſatisfied on account of the 


fall things, particularly Meat and Barley, and after a ſtrict inquiry 


able to be ſtopt at our gates; and that he would aſterwards come to us 


qrder to get a permit or order for paſſing ſuch things as are liable to be 


lappen'd, the Commodore having ſaid nothing to him of his wants, 


* i 
3 — , 


not only of us, but the people of our country alſo. But we leave every 


will meet their juſt deſerts; and ſo, my good Friend, I hope orders will be 


pencil, and wrote down minutes in our preſence, whilſt anotherpuſhed your 


„ APPENWYT x; 
therefore deſired the Commodore to let him know what he wanted, in 
order to procure the neceſſary permit; but that the Commodore's an. 
ſwer to him was that he was in want of every thing, and that was all 
the anſwer he was able to procure from him, Two days after this, the his 
Commodore came up to us, in order, as the Conſul told vs, to take 
leave, and go away; but to our great ſurprize, inſtead thereof, he 
brought up with him ſeveral Officers, and particularly ſome of your 
Majeſty's garriſon of Mahon, who came with him here and againſt that 
good underſtanding which ſubſiſts between us, they fell into high dil. 
Putes in our preſence, without regarding the neceſſary reſpect due to 
our perſon, ſaid Commodore inſiſting to do what he pleaſed without any 
Dependance at all, or Regard to our Laws and Cuſtoms. And now, my 
good friend, I think it right and proper to acquaint your Majeſty of 
all this; and ſaid Commodore further told us, that if all his wants were 
not ſupplied, he would go away directiy; ; having a mind to bring up nev 
cuſtoms in our country, having never acquainted your Majeſty's Conſul 
of his wants, or told him the particulars thereof, which has ever beet 
the cuſtom in this place; as we look on your Majeſty” s Conſul to be the 
Agent of the nation, and that every thing that happens in Algiers, 
or is tranſacted by any Engliſh men in this country, good or bad, 
the Conſul is anſwerable to us for it. And now, my good friend, ! 
muſt tell your Majeſty, that we are not pleaſed to ſuffer the leaſt impro- 
per thing. And we muſt likewiſe aſſure your Majeſty, that we cannot 
in juſtice ſay, that your Majeſty's Conſul is faulty in the leaſt, having iſ 
hitherto acted in the proper and honeſt way, to the entire ſatisfaction 


thing to your Majeſty's good underſtanding, and doubt not but all parties 


ſent to the Governors of Gibraltar and Mahon, and to the Commanders in 
Chief of your Majeſty's ſhips of war, to prevent thef: irregularities hap- 
pening in future. And we are very ſorry to tell your Majeſty that one of the 
Officers that attended the Commodore here, took out his pocket book and 


ward 
vey 


Conſul's Chriſtian interpreter by,” to prevent his ſpeaking, which proceed- 
ings were very ſhameful in our preſence, and upon enquiring after their 


names, we found that which took down minutes was Drummond, an Of- Mou cop 


ficer of your Majeſty's Train of Artillery; and that which puſhed your WW, , 1 
Conſul's interpreter by, is called Turner, a Lieutenant of your Majeſty's obabilit: 
| Ship ependix, 


APPENDES 9 
hip the Centurion. And now, my good friend, all that was done we have 
rote to your Majeſty, aſſuring your Majeſty that your Conſul has ever 
fed in the moſt upright and proper manner, uſing his utmoſt endeavours 
his Nation's behalf; and had it not been out of our particular regard 
or your Majeſty's perſon, and the efleem bore your Majeſty's Conſul, 
he id Ally Baſhaw never would have permitted the Port to be opened to 
our he Centurion for a/l they wanted when here in November laſt“. And 
hat Now, my good friend, I do aſſure your Majeſty, that for all the time God 
dil. Nermits me to hold the command of this place, all your Majeſty's men of 
to ar, and all your Majeſty's ſubjects ſhail ever find all the protection and 
any Nelp in my power, and that any affront offered to any of your Majeſty's ſub- 
my Nets we ſhall take it as offered to ourſelves; and ſo, my good friend, I hope 
of iat as we love your Majeſty, your Majeſty will alſo ſhew to us a friendly 
ere ce, becauſe our city is a warlike place and a place of cruiſers; and it is 
cw lewiſe neceſſary to keep our friendſhip without Breach of our Laws and 
{ul bons, which we doubt not of your Majeſty's approbation; and we on 
en Nur parts ſhall ever do our utmoſt to preſerve the friendſhip in the moſt 
the lemn and ſtrict manner; fo praying God to prolong your Majeſty's 
fe, and keep your Majeſty in your throne for ever, and praying God 
kewiſe for the life of your faitnfui Conſul, Robert Kirke. Amen. 
Under the protection of Jeſus the ſon of Mary, we have wrote this let- 
r, the 12th day of the month of Alhagia in the year 1179, which cor- 
ponds with the Chriſtian ſtile, namely the 2oth day of May, 1766, 


1 Place of che Braves. Algiers, 


onſul Kirke's Leiter to Mr. Secretary Conway, accompanying 
the above Letter NN the Dey .of Algiers to the King. 


SIR, Algiers, 22d May, 1766. 
I HAVE the honour to tranſmit herewith a letter to his Ma- 


ur Ny which the Dey ſent this morning to my houſe, defiring it might be 
d- {Wrwarded with all the expedition poſſible; and as the veſſel by which I 
ir Monvey it, ſails this afternoon, it will be out of my power to tranſmit 
f- Jou copies of ſome letters that paſſed between me and Commodore Har- 


A permiſſion, if Mr. Kirke's information be true, never allowed before, and, in all 
abability, never will again, though ſo much miſtaken in his Grace of Richmond's Letter, 


Ppendix, page 52. 1 
| , 
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10 AP P-END IX. 
riſon, together with other papers neceſſary to lay in a clear light befor 
you an unfortunate Miſunderſtanding, which unluckily happened whilſt Coy 
MOobORE HarriSOn was here in the Centurion Notwithftandiy 
which, I can with pleaſure aſſure you, that all things are perfectly quit 
and that I intend myſelf the honour of writing very fully by the firit a 
portunity, having only time now to add, that I am, with great reſpec 
SIR, Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
| ROBERT KIRK 
Right Hon. Henry Seymour eee | 


— nt 


_ * * 


(E) 
Conſul Kirke's Letter to Mr. Secretary Conway c with 2 
ral Incloſures) relative to Commodore Harriſon's Miſuſ hat i 
derſtandings with the Deys of Algiers, Sc. deing 
SIR, 1 Algiers, 2oth June, 170 

2 IN the laſt letter I had the honour of tranſmitting you, dat 
22d paſt, I mentioned my intention of ſending copies of ſome letters, & 


This expreſſion, notwithſtanding the Dey's Letter to the King of the 2ath May, 17 
(accompanied the above Letter of Conſul Kirke) ſetting the whole tranſaction in d 
cleareſt light imaginable, and plainly ſhewing that the miſunderſtandings were betvt! 
the late as well as preſent Dey and Commodore Harriſon, and that Conſul Kirke had 
more to do in it than the Reader; yet, Sir Stanier Porten has thought proper in the WP» 2P] 
and 6th Articles of his Letter or Report to torture the ſame into Conſul Kirke's ackn 
ledging thereby, that“ an unfortunate Miſunderſtanding bad hafpened beteueen u. 1M and! 
«© Commodore,” Nevertheleſs, Mr. Kirke flatters himſelf, few (Sir Stanier Porten i antlh 
cepted) will either think, or believe ſo, after reading over, with the leaſt attenti 5 
the Dey's Letter to the K ing of ſaid 2oth May, 1766, and comparing it with the ate 
Letter from the Conſul, dated 22d of ſaid May, both which were received by the $ 
tary of State at one and the ſame time, viz. on the 7th July, 1766, as is acknowle(gW®Y E 
in the Letter ſigned by his Grace of Richmond, of the 28th July, 1766, and alſo by! therec 
th Article of Sir Stanier Porten's Letter or Report; nay, Conſul Kirke's other LemHheld h 
as promiſed, which was dated the 2oth of June following, is alſo acknowledged to h feed. 
been received on the 8th of Auguſt, only 11 days after the date of bis Grace's ſaid Leu for th. 
conſequently, the Dey's Letter and Conſul Kirke's were both received 21 days before ] appr 
Grace of Richmond's Letter was dated; and Conſul Kirke's other promiſed Letter, of Office 
20th June, only 11 days after that, which, amongſt other things, ſet forth what the fun 
mental Laws and Cuftoms of Algiers were and have been, and it is preſumed, vil ecial 
continue as org az that place remains under a TO enn, Ws 
EC 


hat paſſed whilſt Commodore Harriſon was here with the Centurion, it 
ing impoſſible for me at that time to get them copied over before the 
fſel ſailed. I ſhall therefore now take leave to ſend the ſame herewith, 
gether with ſuch other Paſſages relative thereto, &c. which may be ne- 
flary for your information, as alſo for my own juſtification, hoping to 
ceive ſuch directions for my future conduct (in caſe 1 ſoould have any 
vay erred) that may entirely prevent ſuch diſagreeable circumſtances 
RKiWappening hereafter, at leaſt whilſt I have the honour of remaining here 
s Conſul, | | 
I am told the Commodore came twice in the late Mr. N 8 Conſul- 
ip, and that he each time took with him conſiderable quantities of 
ch things as he choſe, but ot without the Conſul's knowledge, and 
is Drugoman going to the King's houſe, as cuſtomary, to get leave 
or paſſing ſuch of them that were (as 1s termed here) contraband, 
hat is, liable to be ſtop'd by the guards at the gates; and no complaints 
being at thoſe times made to the Dey of any irregularities, all paſſed 
moothly, except ſuch things as happened relative to the miſunderſtand- 
ngs between the late Dey and Conſul Bruce, which I am told the 
ommodore then came chiefly to accommodate at the Conſul's own re- 
queſt, 

The firſt time the Comodo came in my Conſulſhip, was the 1 3th 
ovember when he deſired I would ſend to the Dey to requeſt the 
ports being opened for ſuch refreſhments as he ſtood in need of. This 
, apprehending cuſtomary, and not in the leaſt imagining any ill ute 
hatever would be made of it, immediately complied with, and ſent 
my Drugoman to the Dey's paiace accordingly, when orders were in- 
c bantly given to paſs ſuch things as were for the Centurion; but it 


[ndit 
quiet 
rit oz 
eſpe 


Senden board larger quantities of Grain than ever had been done before by 
ay Engliſh, or man of war of other nations, I ſpoke to the Commodore 


Wheld himſelf anſwerable for thoſe things, and that he had 20 horſes to 
feed, his ſecretary 40 bullocks, and that they had ſeveral commiſſions 
or their friends in Mahon ; and upon my obſerving to the Commodore, 
I apprehended the Conſul ſhould be apprized of any buſineſs the King's 
Officers might have with the Dey, unleſs charged with a particular or 
pecial Commiſſion, and alſo be made acquainted with their ſeveral wants 
or demands, according to the cuſtom of the place, as this government 


looked on the Conſul as anſwerable for every thing tranſacted by the 
Engliſh 


AF Pr EN: D FEN 11 


being afterwards hinted to me, that they were doing wrong, and taking. 


Wthcreon ; who, inſtead of ordering its being looked into, replied, he , 
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20 wp to the Dey when he pleaſed, ſay what be pleaſed, and 40 as b 


r that be knew how fur bis Commiſſion reached, and ſpould not be ad. 


coming into Algiers, or any of the Dominions thereof, ſhould own and acknowleds 


ly cauſed an Inſurrection. . Wnnodo 


12 APPF ENDIX 
Engliſh at Algiers, and called upon him for the ſame in eaſe of ay * 


irregularities happening; but all the ſatis faction I could get, was, hu 
the Commodore would come here when he pleaſed, purchaſe what be liid = 


thought proper, without troubling himſelf in the leaſt, with or about 1 


eiſed by me. I ſaid, I was ſorry for that, and thought it ver 
ſtrange indeed. I then deſired he would give himſelf the trouble t 
read over my commiſſionf, which he did. In a day or two after thiz 
Mr. Lawrence, the Commodore's Secretary and Purſer, came into the 
room where the Cemmodore and myſelf were ſit ing, Wh“, in a ſort d 


hurry and commotion of mind, ſaid, that he found orders were give 7G 
to ſtop the market againſt the Centurion's people purchaſing any thin. ** 
more, or even taking off what they had bought and not ſent on board; ing!) 
that the Commodore's pendant was then flying, and it was an inſult u ould 
the colours, I was much concerned to hear this, and told the Commo|l 3 
dore, I would inquire into it immediately; which I did, and found or 13 


ders had been given by the Dey to prevent the Centurion's people pur 
chaſing any more Grain in the market, and to ſtop at the gates what 
had been bought the day before and not ſent on board, and that thi 
order was iſſued in conſequence of a complaint very. juſtly made to tit 
Dey of the large quantities of Cors and Bariey in particular that had bee 
carried on board the Centurion, whilſt ſhe lay in this bay. I therefor 
jadged it moſt prudent to let it paſs without ſaying any thing to the De 
thereon, which I told the Commodore, as alſo that upon inquiry I ws 
convinced of the unu/ual Quantities of Grain that had been taken on board 
the Centurion, but an utter ſtranger how it came to the Dey's ears, 0! 
that any complaint had been made, till after Mr. Lawrence came in 


— 


The Conſul's Commiffion is always ſigned by the King and counterfigned by the $6 
* 3 of State, and directs, amongſt other things, “ That all His Majefty*s ſubjet 


« the Agent and Conſul General, in and by all due reſpects and regards to the ſaid trif 
&« and employment belonging or zppertaining, for and during the continuance of the Con 
© miſſion or Authority to him in that behalf thereby granted as aforeſaid.” Therefore, 
the Commodore or any other perſon whatever, without any Special Commiſſion or Puli 
Bufmeſs to tranſact, was to act as the Commodore did, and declare that he at all time 
would, any Commiſſion frem His Majefty, or any Civil Magiſtrate being ſent to ref 
in Algiers, would be rendered uſeleſs to all intents and purpoſes, | 

$ laſomuch that it raiſed the price upwards of 50 per cent. tothe inhabitants, and nen 


T The! 
ierved i 


anc 2 


— 


ad mentioned the orders that had been iſſued by the Dey's ſpeciat 
ommands. However, the C aturion ſailed hence the 25th November; 
nd being in hopes nothing of the like kind would ever happen again, 
did not chuſe to trouble you, Sir, with complaints, when there was 
ny poſũbility of avoiding it. The old Dey then ſent to me, and de- 
fred, that for the future when the King of England's ſhips came here, 
hat I would not expect or deſire the Port's being opened to them, but 
at I would take care to know their wants from their commanders, as 
ther Conſuls did, and let him have an account of the ſame by myſelt. 
r Drugoman, if they had occaſion for ſuch things as were liable to be 
op'd by his guards at the gates; and that he would (not doubting but 
ir demands would be reaſonable) dire& their being paſſed accor- 


ould go according to the laws, or uzanza's, of his country; and that 
was perſuaded all reaſonable indulgences would be ſhewn the Engliſh, 
is Majeſty's ſhips in particular, which the Dey aſſured me ſhould; 

d that what was paſſed was over, and there was an end. Incloſed 
No, J“) you have a liſt of ſuch things as are always ſtop'd at the gates 
ithout. a Chaoux, or Meſſenger, being ſent down on purpoſe from the 
.ing's houſe to paſs the particular quantities wanted, or a tiſcary, or li- 
nſe, being produced ſor that purpoſe. In à day or two after this, 
accidentally heard the true cauſe of the Dey's iſſuing ſuch orders re- 
ative to the Centurion, which was that Mr. Lawrence, the Commo- 
re's Secretary, having directed 40 bullocks to be purchaſed: for him. 
te Hogia, or Scrivan, who has the ſuperintendancy over the cattle, 
aving: procured the ſame, Mr. Lawrence, upon viewing them, refuicd 


y might be the caſe, as the Centurion was here at the time the cattle 
e always in the worſt condition; for after the violent heat of the ſum- 
er, the herbage is burnt up, and the cattle grow very indifferent ; but 
te minds of the*Jower claſs of people in this place, being rather mali- 
euſly inclined when any thing croſſes them, or goes contrary to their 
il, are too apt to ſtudy revenge; and therefore the Hogiat, having 
eſe cattle returned on his hands, without conſidering whether it was 
afonable or not, ſong ht his revenge by cayfng a un to be made 


W 
— 


f Then why thopkd Conſul Kirke have complained ſooner, as his Oakes of Rickneud 
ſerved in his Letter he ought 3 when the Conſul knew the fault was on the fide of the 
mmodore, and the matter appeared to b. ſet to rizh's with he Dey? 


* Vide Appendix, page 17» + Au ovilicer of influence in Algiers. 
| | | to 
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ingly, I aſſured the Dey I would take care in future that all things 


p take them, urging they were bad cattle, and very lean, which I dare 
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14 A P PEN DI X. 
to the Dey, of what, though not juſtifiable in the Centurion's people Nereni 
was no buſineſs of his. This occaſioned much miſunderſtanding befor: f alte 
the true cauſe was really diſcovered ; as I did not know the real reaſon eceſſ 
myſelf how the complaint came to be made, till after the Centurion va mal 
ſailed. However, it did not end here; for the Commodore returnel gra! 
again the 1oth April laſt, and the like irregularities relative to Grain necret: 
particular, beginning, I found myſelf under the neceſſity, though the Hects, 
Commodore was with me, to write him a letter thereon, dated 16tifMWnd fix 
April, 1766, a copy of which, together with his anſwer and my rephf the 
(No. III) are here incloſed. Soon after which, viz. on the 18th, there. 
Commodore took leave of the Dey, and failed without taking au I my 
further notice of my reply to his letter; and ſorry I am to ſay, thaxports 
many things paſſed before the Dey, when the Commodore did takſWhat P: 
leave of him, which I fincerely wiſh had never happened; ſuch Merge (h 
taking down minutes in his preſence ; having my Interpreter puſh'd Vith ve 
to hinder his ſpeaking; and many other diſagreeable circumſtances, i or Cor 
which I proteſted againſt before the Dey, and afterwards apologized he 6th 
him for ; which the Dey perceiving was out of my power then to preMount, f 
vent, very obligingly replied, he ſaw I could not help it; that he likeWowing, 
me very well, and that I had hitherto conducted the. affairs of Hf Otok 
nation better than any Conſul he could remember, and on that accouſf copy 
he ſhould be the more ready to ſerve my countrymen upon any futuinſwer t 
application of mine. | turns, 
The Commodore returned here again on Monday the gth inftaniſf;eq thi 
but would not give me the leaſt information upon what he came; om Ge 
never produced, even before the Dey, any order, or letter, from ti livery 
King, the Secretary of State, or Lords of the Admiralty, which ti. 1s” 
Dey, together with his Drugoman (whohas been in that employmentuW.. , he 
wards of ten years), was much aſtoniſhed at, and could hardly be made i ov 0 
think the Commodore had really any orders at all f; more eſpecially nich a 
every ſatisfaction and conceſſion had been made on the part of the Dey, ue late 7 
could well be aſked prior to the Commodore's coming, unleſs Benzerzqſ in app 
life had been demanded, which I did not think myſelf any way auth 


te 4 markab] 
rized to do without the King's ſpecial direction for that purpole. . : rig py 
which I had wrote home in my letter of the 21 of April laſt; and al fey we 
communicated the ſame to the Commodore before he went up to "4s till 


Dey, as will appear by the incloſed narrative, (No. III“). The Col 
modore ſailed the ioth, and all things returned to their uſual ſtate 


vide Appendix, page 18. f The fact was certainly ſo, * Vide A ppendix, page | 
ſeen _.. 
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erenity, which, I thank God, ſtill continues, without the leaſt ſhadow 
f alteration. I am extremely ſorry to have been under the diſagreeable 
eceſſity of troubling you with ſo prolit a letter, and that I am obliged 
make it longer by adding more to it, relative to the Applications from 
8 :1bra/tar and Mahon ; but I hope it will ſerve. the good purpoſe of the 
1 


— * 


decretary of State being never more troubled on theſe diſagreeable ſub- 
ects, and that of my receiving inſtructions for my future government, 
nd fixing all things on ſuch a footing, as will prevent any commotions 
f the like kind happening hereafter, to any Conſul that may reſide 
Heres | 

I muſt now beg leave to refer to the returns made of the imports ad 
xports in my letter of the 24th of April laſt ; by which it will appear, 
nat Paſqual Scarnichia and James Scarnichia, both commanders of 
arge ſhips, entered this Port from Gibraltar, on the zd of Auguſt, 1765, 
ith very cautious and judicious letters of recommendation from Gover- 
jor Cornwallis in their favour : the conſequence of which was their ſailing 
e 6th following for Arzew, on this coaſt, for grain, on the Dey's ac- 
ount, for Algiers ; that they returned again the 12th of September fol- 
Wowing, landed the corn and barley, and ſailed again for Arzew the 2d 
October for two other loadings, for the U/e of the Garriſon of Gibraltar. 
\ copy of Governor Cornwallis's letter to the Dey and myſelf, and my 
ſwer thereto. (No. IVI are here incloſed. It alſo appears by ſaid 
turns, that the Settee, Three F riends, Franciſco Dodero, Maſter, en- 
red this Port from Gibraltar the 23d of February laſt, with a letter 


elivery, when it appeared that it was to obtain Grain, which the Dey 
old the Mafter he could not at that time ſpare : on which the Maſter 


hich two other cargoes ef Grain, obtained through the interpoſition of 
ie late Ambaſſador Commodore Clevland, in favour of Mr. Cruiſe“, 
ill appear to have been granted for Gibraltar ; and what is ſtill more 
markable is, that on the third of May following anchored here, the 
rig, Diligence, Gabriel Cardona, Maſter, from Gibraltar and Cartha- 
ena, with another letter from ſaid General, the contents alſo unknown 
me till after delivery, requeſting more Grain, notwithſtanding the 


—_——_— 


ite 8 | Vide Appendix, page 22. 4 Ditto, page 29. 
E Who had only his commiſſion thereon, 


ent = 8 | very 


rom General Irwin to the Dey, the contents unknown to me till after 


iled hence the 27th following, carrying with him a letter from the 
Dey to the General, copy of which (No. Vt) is here incloſed, by 
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1766, from Mr Edward Clark, the Secretaryf. 


modore Harriſon has been here three times in a very hort ſpace, fo 


tions for my future guidance, having as yet received none, either fro 


Matter myſelf I have, in the ſhort ſpace of time J have been here, brougi 


Hatter myſelf I have done my duty by my Kiag and country; that 


very ſupereargo that brought the letter, had actually carried-part of th por 
Corn lately ſent from hence, which was g. anted at the inſtauces of tHith e 
late Ambaſſador Clevland for the Ujz of G:bralter, to Cartbagena, in the our 0 
very ſame brig, under the direction of Mr. Lariviere, a merchant q 
Gibraltar or Mahon, who was himfelf the ſupercargo and owner of ſail 
veſſel, to fupply the Dey's natural Enemies, which the Dey himſel 
knew, and had there been a plenty, would have been a very fuflicient 
reaſon for his being refuſed to load on this coaſt. e ad ny 
And now, Sir, notwithſtanding the length of this letrer, I muſt be ctober 
leave to ſend herewith a copy of the correſpondence (No. VIS) bet it beryeer 
me and Colonel Townſhend, when Governor, or Commanding Office, {Wt0n, 
at Mahon; and although I rendered every ſervice in my power for th Right 
Ifand, agrecable to his and the Magiſtrates remonſtrances, yet I nevi 
Have been able to obtain any other anſwer to my letter of the gth of 
October, 1765, to Col. Townſhend, than that of the 23th of April 


Ps. 


AN ai 
lards, : 
ed wit 
the Co 
that p 


As it would be preſuming in me to animadvert on any of theſe occur 
rences to you, Sir, I ſhall content myſelf by only obſerving, that Com: 


what purpoſes he will be the beſt able to render you an account, Tha 
I kave done my utmoſt to act properly; that I am not conſcious of havin 
deſignedly erred; that I am both ready and willing to alter in ſuc 
things that may appear to you wrong; that I with to have ſome inftruc 


home, or my late predeceſſor Mr. Bruce, who, I am ſorry to repeat, !c< 
not only this office, but myſelf in the utmoſt ſtate of confuſion ; that 


the buſineſs of this office (the perplexities | have met with conſidered) in 
a tolerable ſtate of regularity ; that every thing is now in tranquility 
that I ſtand well with the preſent Dey, his minifters, and people; that 


ſhall hold myſelf in readineſs to obey fuch commands ns 1 may havet 
honour to receive from you; and, as I have been ſtrangely threaten 
particularly by the Commodore's Secretary, Mr. Lawrence“, that inary ſe 
would collect zffidavits, &c. againſt me, I doubt not but you will | 


pleaſed to communicate the ſame (if any) to me, that I may have! ers, Fur 


— 


§ Vide Appendix, page 31 to 39. + Vide ſaid Letter, Appendix, page 39. 
(Now na ral oſſicer at Deal), and part of "cho Commodore's Barge's Crew that took 
the Grain, put into the Cuftom Houſe as a reward for their diligence, 


0 
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oportunity of juſtifying myſelf, which I hope I ſhall be able to do, 
ith equal clearneſs, ſincerity, and truth, with which I have the ho- 
our of OY my, | | 


1 SIR, : 

| 125 Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant; 

| ROBERT KIRKE. 
78. I fatter myſelf the letters that paſſed between the Commodore 
d myſelf, together with my letter to Colonel Townſhend of the gih of 
ober, 1765, will be peruſed with attention; as my chief ambition 
| ren, and is, to act Properys and thereby meet the King's appro- 
tion, and your good offices. 


Right Hon. Henry Seymour Conway, 


No. I. 


AN account of ſundries that are always ſtopped by the Hogia's, or 
ards, at the gates of Algiers, whenever they are attempted to b: 
fed without a chaoux being ſent from the King's houſe, on application 
the Conſul or his Drugoman, or a tiſcary, or licenſe, 1 granted 
that purpoſe, viz. 


4 


N 
pf 
0 


Wheat, 

Barley. | ; 
Hor ſes. 

Mules. 

Bullecks, © OILS. | - = 
Sheep. - | 

Biſcuit o 

| Oil. | 

nt . Soap. Ry : 

if ; | F. lax. 

at 7 Hides © 

at | FT 5 Wael, - - - 9 

t 1 7 | Wax, and earn contraband. 

0 Fire Aras, 


anary ſeed granted to any body, upon appllestion to the Haſnagee. 
ers, June 20, 1766, ROBERT KIRKE, 
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quantities, particularly of Grain. This then, and afterwards, occaſione 


it is a reflexion I cannot paſs over unnoticed, and muſt inſiſt upo 


18 8 


ir, th 

hould 

No. II. | ad no 

CONSUL Kirke's Letter to Commodore Harriſon ; the Con elf be 


drocec 
nercha 
pecie | 
hall n« 
> my 
hat « 


modore's Anſwer, and the Conſul's Reply. 

. SIR, | Algiers, April 16, 176 
WHEN your ſhip was here laſt, the port was opened for- 

ſhe wanted; but the irregularities that happened during her ſtay, occ: 
ſioned the markets being ſtopped, or ſhut againſt purchaſing ſuch lar 


me much anxiety and trouble. T then verbally remonſtrated to you! the 
and I am forry to ſay, to little purpoſe.—Theſe irregularities are agi, 
beginning, which lays me under the neceſſity of requeſting that I m 
be furniſhed with an account of ſuch Grain as is wanting for the uſe | 
yourſelf and officers, which I ſhall immediately (not doubting but To Rot: 
demand will be reaſonable) deſire of the Dey forthwith to iſſue the i} SIR, 
ceſſary directions for paſſing the ſame, being always ready to do ev: 
thing in my power for the good of the ſervice in general, conſiſtent vii could 
the office I hold, and the peace I have to preſerve with ſo tickliſh aiſſtraordir 
uncertain a State as Algiers is at all times, and in my opinion occaſiſ I take 
greater circumſpection than in any other part of the world known to, to Grais 
: "SIR, people \ 
Your'moſt humble ſervant, the ſeve 
ROBERT KIRKHIſo in 
Ps. Suck as bullocks, ſheep, and other refreſhments, will, I douWith the 
not, be paſſed of courſe ; and if any obſtacle ſhould ariſe, I will endeWCenturic 
your to remove it as ſoon as it comes to my knowledge, latisfied 
To Commodore Harriſon, Algiers Bay. of hea 
SIR, April 16th, 177" cent 
I HAVE received your very ordinary letter of this de wo longe 
and cannot help expreſſing my great ſurprize at the aſſuming liberty) Eee | 
: : 8 y befc 
are pleaſed to take by ſaying, the irregularities that happened when! SI 


ſhip (I preſume, meaning the Centurion) was laſt here, occaſioned | ES 
markets being ftopped or ſhut againſt purchaſing ſuch large quantit 

: : 5 5 40 meaſt 
particularly of Grain. This, Sir, I hold myſelf accountable for: he M. 
and defi 
22 Bags 


you immediately explain yourſelf, more eſpecially ſo as you take uf 
you to aſſert theſe irregularities are again * You well kur 


APPENDIFE ' <0 


ir, the Dey was pleaſed to tell me in your preſence, the King's ſhip 
hould be furniſhed with every thing I thought neceſſary ; and if you 
ad not known the cuſtom of the place, you might have informed your- 
ef better before you had taken the premature itep to ſubmit (by your 
roceedings) the King's ſhips, in future, to the common footing of 
nerchantmen, by taking out a licenſe for each particular quantity and 
pecie they are in want of This indignity to his Majeſty's colours, I 
hall not at preſent further comment on, but ſubmit it, molt probably, 
> my ſuperiors to be judged of accordingly. 1 defire to know, Sir, 
hat determination has been taken relative to the veſſel brought 


yo 

92 1 am, 

x 1 

. 8 SEP Your moſt humble ſervant, | 

Ho Robert Kirke, Eſq; THOMAS HARRISON. 
. . Algiers, April 17th, 1766. 


N anſwer to your letter of yeſterday evening, which I think 
could with great juſtice (not to uſe the word rer! call "ey ex- 
aordinary indeed. n 


to Grain in particular, and the market being ſhut againſt the Centurion's 
people when here laſt, is a matter of fact; and I have. the quantities of 
the ſeveral articles ſhipped on board her, not only in my own time, but 
allo in Mr. Bruce” 3. I had likewiſe, more than once, a converſation 
vith the old Dey, upon what was carried on board the laſt time the 
enturion was here, and I am ſorry, to ſay that the Dey was much dife 
latisfied thereat ; and the more ſo, when he called to mind the quantities 
tf heat and Barley he had at the ſame time granted by the two tiſcaries, 
Ir licenſes, to load on his coaſt, a, I my/eif delivered into your Hands, 
Ino longer ago than the latter end of November laſt. _ | 

The freſh irregularities complained of, are, firſt, a meſſage ſent the 
day before yeſterday to the King's houſe, on account of the Matter of 
the Centurion, unknown to me, far leave to ſhip a quantity of Grain on, 
board the Centurion ; upon which the good Dey was pleaſed to order 
40 meaſures, believing it to be for your uſe: this, he himſelf told me. 
The Maſter, not content with that, called on me yeſterday morning. 
and deſired I would ſend to the Dey to obtain him leave to put on board 


22 Bags more 3 but as I had not been acquainted with the quantity your- 


- 


z the other day, on board which was found -Engliſh colours, and 


I take leave again to affirm, * che comgrach of my letter relating | 
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mented, between the Crown of Great Britain and this State, ſince 


40 AE ND K. 
ſelf and the reſt of the officers might ſtand in need of, I did not think i 
either prudent or proper to trouble the Dey thereon „notwithſtanding the 
diſſatis faction of the Maſter thereat. 

Tis moſt certainly true, that the Dey did tell you, and in my pre- 

ſence, that you ſhould be ſupplied with all kinds of refreſhments 25 
Application to the Conſul, and fo he meant, and it is evident he intended 
(notwithſtanding my Drugoman was taken unknown to me to paſs 7 bul, 
tocks the day after your arrival); and the Dey ſoon after ordered, upon 
an immediate application for 50 more, that 4o ſhould be ſent on board; 
obſerving at the ſame time, other men of war ſeldom took but 20, or 
30 at moſt ; but, as this was Engliſh, ſhe ſhould have 40 more: /ureh a 
Mark of his good Intentions towards our Nation. But if you will obſerve 
the poſtſcript of my laſt letter, you will there ſee I do not conceive there i 
any neceſſity whatever, and 1 am ſure there is not, of taking any Team 
or Licenſe for each particular quantity and ſpecie our Men of War are in 
want of, or any other kind of neceſſary or refreſhment whatever ; but 
the Conſul, I conceive, ſhould be made acquainted with their wants; 
more. particularly, ſhould the officers be defirous of taking on board, 
Horſes, Mules, Barley, or Corn ; as it is, if my information be right, 
looked on as a particular indulgence or favour, and, according to the 

general cuſtom of Algiers, obtained by application to the Couſul, and 

through him to the Dey. However, if I am miſtaken, it is entirely 
owing to the information J have received from the Miniſtry, my brother 

Conſuls, and others who have reſided many years here: this, added to 
the late Ambaffador Clevland's, having in my preſence made a parti- 
cular requeſt to the late Dey, that no one thing whatever relative to the 

Engliſh nation at Algiers, ſhould be tranſafted, unleſs the Conſul's par- Id I fou 
ticular approbation was firſt obtained, and that without any limitation Nate is t. 

or reſtriction whatever: Mr. Clevland well knowing the critical Situ- Nilefs 1 fl 

ation of this government, and that the Conſul was anſwerable for all Kd 
occurrences till relieved, or an Ambafſador ſhould arrive. ould ha 

And you may reſt ſatisfied, Sir, that I do not mean to aſſume, or 
take any other liberty than what I think incumbent on me for the ho- 
nour of the Crown,” and the preſervation of that harmony and good 
underſtanding, which has fo lately been reftored, and ſo happily ce- 
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F have had the honour of reſiding here as Conſul t; and I am therefore ; Cenev 
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Read Mr. Secretary Conway's Letter to Conſul Kirke, of the 15th November, 1765, hd as a 


Appendix, page 3. th 
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ie more concerned to find that two officers of the crown, whoſe indiſ- 


— 


de enable duty I look on it to be to ſettle all diſputes, ſhould fo widely 


fer in opinions, as you, Sir, and myſelf, ſo unfortunately do at preſent. 
* Mm ſorry to find my letter is come to this length; and altho' I could 


ad much more, yet I will not take up your or my time much further 


2 pon ſo diſagreeable and diſſatisfactory a ſubject, more eſpecially as you 
Wh pleaſed to conſtrue , my actions as an Indignity offered his Majeſty's 
a hurt. Twill be well, if in the end it does not appear that ſome has 
en offered to his Maje/ty's Repreſentative. As to the colours, it is 
o/ beccme my indiſpenſable duty (ſet aſide my natural inclination) to 
ay the higheſt reſpect and regard to them. I could go on, and fill a 


e you will not further comment, but ſubmit it, moſt probably, to your 
Pperiors to judge of accordingly? To that iſſue I moſt chearfully ſubmit; 
erefore it will be needleſs to add more than to aſſure you, whenever 
at day arrives, it will be he moſt ſatisfafory ] have yet ſeen, being 
nſcious of my own rectitude and innocence in every tranſaction ſince I 
„ ave had the honour to ſerve his Majeſty, which has not been much 
{than 25 Years; and I will venture to ſay, during all that time, 
th equal Honcur and Zeal to Commodore Harriſon's Bravery, and 
terefore I am the more concerned to differ in opinion with ſo gallant 
V BW Oficer. 

As to the prize you mention, after me was arriwed in this Port, I do not 
is far as my weak judgement leads me) think you have a right / pe- 


ceſſary to apply to you thereon ; which I ſhould not have failed doing. 
ad I found it requiſite, And I muſt here obſerve, that the Secretary of 
ate is the perſon to whom I am to give an account of theſe tranſactions, 
lefs 1 ſhould immediately ſee your interpoſition neceſſary. And I muſt 
and repeat it again, that J am apprehenſive no Secretary of State 


ould have penned /uch @ Letter as I am now anſwering : however, to 


ew my attention to his Majeſty's ſervice, and in order to give you every 
is faction in my power, the caſe relative to the prize appears at preſent 
1 be as follows, viz. 13th of April, 1766, a veſſel was brought into 
gers, by one of their cruiſers ; and by the papers found on board her, 
appeared that Capt. Giaccomo Mantica borrowed of Mr. Caſtagnola, 
Geneva, 12000 livres, in order to purchaſe a veſſel, which he freighted, 


i the 16th of October, to Don Luigi Martine de Beltram, in the name,. 
„ad as a nn of his Catholic Majeſty's armies, and his Trea- 


ſurer 


ume; but what would a tedious repetition avail, after your telling 


mptorily to call me to an account about it, unleſs I had found it 
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mm. APPENDAX. 
ſurer at Geneva, to go to Palermo for orders where to proceed to lou 
corn upon the coaſt of Sicilly, and carry to Spain; who on finding on 
of the Algerine cruiſers nearing her very faſt, all the pcople-quitted he: 
taok to their boats, and got off. And notwithſtanding the whole MW The 
. peared ſo clear, yet I waited on the Dey, and requeſted that all th nd def 
papers found on board might be preſerved, as alſo the veſſel, and ap" t 
exact account taken of the cargo, leaſt upon the coming in of the neifllome or 
veſſels from Gibraltar, or Mahon, ſhe might be claimed. This the De told h 
faithfully promiſed ; and the Intendant of the Marine three times apc onveni 
logized for their cruiſer's hoiſting an Engliſh jack at their fore ſtay, no? kn 
withſtanding it is uſual for them to do ſo by ſuch colours as they find mme 
board the veſſels they bring in; and this prize, it is preſumed, had thalfÞþ99k le 
colours on board, if poſſible, to prevent a purſuit, and the real Ignoran enturi 


The 


enturi 


of the Commander of the Algerine cruiſer made him hoiſt them on boat At ha 
his own veſſel, as no colours were hoiſted on board the prize. ho, 1 
I hope, Sir, you will think this a full anſwer to your letter of yeſter urion r 
day” 5 date: : if not, I ſhall hold myſelf in readineſs to ye you any oth umber 
information you may deſire from, | miral at 
SIR, Your moſt humble ſervant, ROBERT KIRK! now h 

PS. I could wiſh to ſee all things upon a more friendly footing : : andi ook ed 
you think proper to let me know the quantity of Grain, Horſes, or Muli relative 
you want to ſhip on board, I will immediately go to the Dey, and if lorida, 
queſt them. All other refreſhments, I believe, are without reſtriction; io buſin 
otherwiſe, - I will directly remove the obſtacle upon being made 2 particul 
quainted therewith. | of State 
To Commodore Harriſon. „„ went up 
. | | | pliment 
No. III. the King 


' NARRATIVE relative to the Centurion, 8 Han a paper, 
ſon's Arrival at, and Departure from Algiers, between d ordered 
th and 16th of June 1766. = ſaying t 


1766, MONDAY, JUNE 9. The Centurion, Commodore lan den © 
ſon, together with the Kolus, the Honourable John Lev. Gower, Co” 4 
tain, appeared in the offing : about 10 they came to an anchor. The modore 
had a tender with them, which kept plying off and on the whole da not 1b 
and, I believe, failed in the night+. replied, 
+ Had not the affair relative to Benzerzo been finally adjuſted before the Coma r 
dore's arrival, the Couſul was credibly informed the Tender would moſt certainly ha e 


Th 


we «„ — n 8 . — 
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The Garriſon ſaluted with one-and- twenty guns as uſual, which the 
te enturion returned with the like number. 


02 


The Conſul then went off to pay his compliments to the Commodore. 
nd defiring to know his commands: the Commodore replied, I ſhould 
now them by and by; and that he wanted to ſee the Dey, and ſhould 
ome on ſhore, about half an hour after two o'clock, for that purpoſe. 
Del told him, a little before two, if he pleaſed, was the beſt and moſt 
onvenient ; but whatever hour he choſe to fix, I would ſend to let the 
ey know, and doubted not but he might ſee him at any time. The 
ommodore replied, he would be on ſhore between one and two. I then 
ook leave, and returned in the Captain of the port's boat, when the 
enturion ſaluted as uſual. „ 

At half after one, I went down to the Marine to meet the Commodore, 
ho, on coming on ſhore, was ſaluted with five guns, which the Cen- 
urion returned. He brought with him two other Captains, and a great 
he umber of Officers, who drank coffee, and eat ſweetmeats, with the Ad- 
miral at the marine. I then told the Commodore, I ſhould be glad to 

now his commands with the Dey, if he thought proper ; and that I 
looked upon it as neceſſary to acquaint him with all that had been done 
,Welative to Benzerzo Rais, who brought in his Majeſty's Store Shi p, the 
Florida, The Commodore then replicd, that what he came about was 
no buſineſs of mine: I-ſhould hear that preſently. I then told him every 
particular mentioned in my letter of the 21ſt of April laſt, to the Secretary 
of State ft, in regard to Benzerzo's diſgrace, &c. in converſation, as we 


pliments being over, the Commodore acquainted the Dey he was /ent by 


apaper, he delivered it to a Jew he brought with him from Mahon, and 
ordered him to read it to the Dey in a language the Dey underſtood, 
ſaying that that was the contents of what he came upon. The Conſul 
then ſaid, ſeeing a paper ſtrangely ſcribbled on,, that if the Commodore 
pleaſed, he ſhould be glad to know what that paper was; but the Com- 
modore replied that was not my buſineſs, and that he ſuppoſed I knew 


not that he had particular Orders from his King : to which the Conſul 


replied, indeed he did not; but if that was the caſe, It was very well. 


Ae — 


7 Read the Poſtſcript of Conſul Kirke's Letter to the Right Hon. Henry Seymour Con- 
way, of the 13th February, 1766, Appendix, page 308, alſo the Conſul's Letter, of the 


21 April following, to the ſame Perſonage, page 110. * 
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went up to the Dey's houſe; where, when we arrived, and the uſual com- 


the King of England on a particular Affair ; and taking out of his pocket 
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The Jew, having the paper in his hands (wrote on in Hebrew charaQer, 
but Spaniſh language) deſired to know of the Dey in what language he 
would have it explained to him, whether in Italian or Arabic; to whit 
the Dey replied, in what language he would (the Dey's own Drugoma 
attending). The Jew then read the paper in the Spaniſh languare 
the contents of which were, as near as my interpreters could inform me, 
as follows, viz. 

„The King, my Se, ſent me here, 1 in order to demand ſatisfaRion 
< for the inſolent behaviour of Rais Mahomet Benzerzo, Captain cf the 
< privateer, who brought into Algiers his Majeſty's Store-Ship Florida; 


Land that ſaid cruiſer had afterwards met a ſchooner, bound from Boſton 


*:20 Liſbon, i into which he had fired ſeveral muſket ſhot, and likewiſe took 
out of her ſome ſalt fiſh, and other things: and that he, the Commo. 
„ dore, was ready to ſend a man of war to Liſbon, to bring him a particular 
* account of the damages ſhe had ſuſtained; and that he required of the Dey 
« ſatisfaction for the ſame. All which hedemanded in the Kin g his maſter'; 
„name: and likewiſe, that orders ſhould be forthwith given to all his erui. 
< ſers never to commit the like irregularities for the future.” To which the 


Dey anſwered, that as for Benzerzo's behaviour, he had already, upon 


the Conſul's application, not only diſmantled his ſhip, but likewiſe pub- 
lickly broke him at the Marine, and rendered him incapable of ſerving 
the State any more, by taking from him the Conſul's paſſports, &c. 
which he directly ſent to the Conſul's houſe : and as to his firing upon 
the ſchooner, it was ever known to be the cuſtom of all cruiſers to fire at 
any veſſels they meet at ſea, when they will not bring to, after firing a 
gun without ball, afterwards making a ſmoke; and if that would not 
bring them to, then to fire ſhot, which was the preſent caſe : but that 
the Dey would make Benzerzo pay any damage the ſchooner had ſuſ. 
tained, ſo ſoon as the particulars came to the Conſul's hands: and that 
the ſtricteſt orders had (as the Conſul knew already) been iſſued, and 


ſhould be again repeated, to all his cruiſers, never to commit any the 


feaſt irregularity whatever towards the Engliſh, as they were, and al- 
ways had been, good friends. The Commodore then ſaid he had Order. 


from his King to come on this affair, and that he was obliged to deliver 


his meſſage ; and that he purpoſed ſailing the next morning, if the wind 
was fair; and that he took that opportunity of taking leave, 'The Dey's 


Drugoman then ſaid, that he had ordered ſome refreſhments for the | 
King's ſhips, as cuſtomary: but the Commodore's anſwer was, that he 


was very much obliged to the Dey, but that he wanted nothing, The 


Jew that came with the Commodore, then alked leave, in the Commo- 
dore's 
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re's name, to have ſome ſtraw, Barley and Cars, for their ſtock ; the 
ing's Drugoman then ſaid, that if the Commodore would let him have 


we it next morning, at the King's Houſe; but upon his ſaying, that 
ſhould come to the King's Houſe the next morning himſelf, the Dey 
[d him. he muſt come with the Conſul's Drugeman ; except for fowls, 
Mens, and ſuch ſort of things, as no permit was neceſſary for them; 
det in regard to Wheat; Barley, Bullochs, Sheep, &c. the Conſul muſt 
firſt acquainted, to prevent irregularities happening. The Commo- 
re, &c. then left the King's Houſe; and when they came to a parti- 
lar turning which leads two ways, viz. to the Conſul's, and the Ma- 
e, the Commodore turned towards the Marine, pulling off his hat to 
e Conſul, which the Conſul returned, and went directly home, the 
nſul's Drugoman attending the Commodore, 


ROBERT KIRKE, 


F The next morning the following Letters paſſed, viz, 
MSIR, | Centurion, Algiers Bay, 1oth June, 1766, 
- 1 DESIRE to know why the proper ſalute was not given me 


en I went off to my ſhip laſt ith as you well know 1 had taken my 
e. re of the _ 


n Is am, SIR, your moſt Humble ſervant, 

at bert Kirke, Eſq; 5 THOMAS HARRISON. 
; | 

ot IR, | Algiers, 10th June, 1766 
at IN anſwer to your letter of this morning, I beg leave to aſſure 


4 that 1 was an utter ſtranger to your intent of going as this morn- 
oe, or that you had taken a final leave; nor did I know your inten- 
ns of going off, or hear that you was gone, till after that you was 
ton board, otherwiſe you certainly would have been ſaluted, and I 
vuld have attended you to your barge. Nay, my Drugoman Was 
th you, and had you mentioned your intent to him, you would have 
n inſtantly ſaluted ; but on the contrary, he declares, ' that ſome 
ntlemen at the Marine aſked you if you ſhould be on ſhore in the 
ming, and your anſwer was, that you believed you ſhould. I am 
I did not know your intentions, as this miſtake could not then 
my have happened; but if you chooſe to come on more again, I 

will 


particular of what he wanted, orders ſhould be given for paſling it 
cordingly ; to which the Jew replied; that he himſelf would let him 


: * * *, 
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write for another ſervant, and ſhe ſhould be at liberty to return. 
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- | hat 
will attend you, vnd you will moſt certainly be fal ated as aſia at 90 


he ple: 


off. Jam, SIR, vill for 
Commodore Harriſon, Your moſt humble ſervant, 4 
Centurion, Algiers Bay. 7 TE ROBERT KIRK... 5 

SIR, 0 | Algiers, 1oth June, 176 L208 


And as 
hooſe | 
0 your 


very o 


SINCE my letter of this morning, relative to the ſalute, I ha 
ſent my Drugoman to the King's Houſe, and the Dey has given directin 
for your being ſaluted, which will be done ſo ſoon as my meſſenger p 
this letter into your hands. 
I am, SIR, 

| Your moſt humble ſervant, 


ROBERT KIRK 


Comm 
enturi 


Commodore Hatriſon, SIR, 


Centurion, Algiers Bay. 


SIR, Alsiers, 19th June, 17 

I BEG leave to acquaint you, that amongſt the reſt of my ſ 

vants I brought with me from England, there was one Mary Hunt 
that I agreed to give ten guineas a year to, but in caſe ſhe did not cho 
to continue with me, or the climate ſhould diſagree with her, I voi bert 


0 acqu: 
my offi 
ir, the 
arities 


My wife is now very ill, juſt brought to bed, and two other ſmall d 
dren to take care of, which it will be impoſſible to do without won 
ſervants, and there are none to be got here; and as you, Sir, cannot 
unacquainted of this being a fact, it will be needleſs to take up yo 
time any further upon the matter, otherwiſe than to acquaint you, t 
your ſteward has inticed her out of my houſe with him, attended by m 
of your ſhip's company, to aſſiſt him, whilſt I was down at the Mar 
upon the King's buſineſs, I am told he has gat her into. the Centuria 
long boat, in order to carry her off. I am therefore, not only in! 
own name, but that of my wife, who will be more diſtreſſed in her 
ſent condition than is paſſible to deſcribe, to requeſt and (deſire that 
would not ſuffer ſuch an act of violence to be committed by any of yr 
people, or permit her to go on board, or at leaſt to be taken away by: 
of your ſquadron. 


SIR, 


uch I 
ere is 
nd mu; 
vou 
us lett 
* Mr. 
urner. 

girl au 
ive- no u 
here Mr 
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have no objection to her returning, to England, or going where elſe 
he pleaſes, ſo ſoon as I can get another woman ſeryant in her place; and 
ill forthwith write not only to Mahon, but to Marſeilles, Gibraltar, 
nd England for that purpoſe, when I will diſcharge her, and procure 
er a free paſſage to go where ſhe likes, 
I hope you will be pleaſed to put a ſtop to theſe irregular proceedings. 
ind as your ſteward had got her into the King's long boat, I did not 
hooſe to apply here for ſtopping her, reſting ſatisfied, that when it came 
0 your knowledge, you would order her on ſhore immediately, and do 
rery other thing neceſfary upon the occaſion. 
I am, SIR, 

Commodore Harriſon, | Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
enturion, Algiers Bay, ROBERT KIRKE. 
SIR, | Centurion, Algiers Bay, June 10th, 1766, 

I HAVE received your letter relative to Mary Hunton, and am 
o acquaint you, I ſhall encloſe her depoſition ® and that of Mr. Turner 
my officer) to the Secretary of State, to convince both him and you, 
ir, that I am not capable of, or can be guilty of authorizing any irregu- 
arities' or mt proceedings. 


Jam, SIR, your moſt obedient ſervant, 
ber Kirke, Fly; THOMAS HARRISON, 
No. IV. 
n Governor Cornwallis to Conſul Kirke. 
SIR, | Gibraltar, 18th July, 1765, 


uch I have under flying feral for your peruſal and information; ſo that 
ere is no occaſion of troubling you with à repetition of its contents, 
nd muſt deſire you to cloſe it and deliver it to the Dey. 

You will obſerve, that I have recommended to the Dey the beurer of 
is letter, Captain Paſqual Scarnichia; and as he is a man of good 


* Mr. Kirke has never fince heard of any depoſition, either of Mary Hunton, or Mr. 
uner, The fact really was; the Steward, at the ipftance of the Commodore, inveigled 
girl away under pretence of merry ing her at Mahon; but when it was found ſhe could 
e no uſeful information againſt Conſul Kirke her Maſter, the was dropt in England, 
here Mr. Kirke paid her her wages after his arrival from Algiers, 

| | character, 


I TRANSMIT you incloſed a letter for the Dey of Algiers, | 
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character, and has occaſionally been uſeful to the government, I hey H ho 
he will not want your countenance and aſſiſtance in = thing that mind ob! 
occur nog his ſtay at Algiers. ind att 
1 am, SIR, 
| Your moſt humble ſervant, 
To Robert Kirke Eſq; e CORNWALL 
Governor Cornwallis to the 9 of Algiers. SIR, 
Moſt Excellent SIR, Gibraltar, 18th July, 176 be: cu 
ON the roth inflant one of your Excellency's cruiſers ſent inu "nfs 4 
this Port a Spaniſh Saetia, laden with ſpart, which was taken off the l 
coaſt of Portugal. Twenty: ſix mariners belonging to the cruzſer came ellency 
in the prize; and the commander of them applied. to me, in your Ee or h. 
cellency's name, requeſting me to take care of the prize, and to ſell it i e 
the beſt advantage, which, in order to oblige your Excellency, I conſented MN 91 
to, though it js very unuſual for the Governors of this place to concen aſl 0 
themſelves in buying or ſelling prizes or any other ſort of merchan ther 
dizes. The veſſel and cargo fold for fifteen hundred and ten dollars thi 3811 
currency; and I am told by perſons of knowledge and experience, that e 
they have ſold for their full value; and this ſum, without any deduQtic 1 
for commiſſion, auction, fees, or other charges, or expences whatever, 1 
T had ordered to be at your Excellency's diſpoſal; and Captain Paſqui 8 
Scarnichia, of the Ship called the Great Britain, had very civilly offerec 
to take the twenty. ix maxiners on board his ſhip, and to carry them tt o his 
Algiers, the Cruiſer being ſuppoſed to have returned thither; but ju 3 


as they were embarking, I received a letter from Sidy Pentalep, yo 
Excellency's Agent at Tetuan, acquainting me, that the cruiſer was 
there, and deſiring the people to be immediately ſent over, and that the 
money for which the prize ſold might be depoſited in the hands of Abra 1 
ham Paricute, of this place; I have therefore ordered the people to be 
embarked for Tetuan, and the money to be paid to Paricute. This 
Captain Paſqual (the bearer of this letter) is the ſame perſon who car 
ried up the mariners belonging to your Excellency's cruiſer which wa 
driven on ſhore by the Spaniards, near Tetuan, the laſt year; and as It 
has ſhewn ſuch readineſs to ſerve the State of Algiers on thoſe two occa 
ſions, without any advantage to himſelf, I beg leave to recommend hin 
to the protection and favour of your Excellency in wy buſineſs which It 
may have to tranſa& in your parts, 


Eſteem 
5 
ur atte; 


I hope 
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hope your Excellency will be perſuaded of, my fincere deſire to „terre 
nd oblige the State of Algiers on all occafions, as well as of the _— 
nd attention with which I have the honour to be, ons Wn 
Your ons £ 5 moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant; 

| | ED. 'CORNWALLES, 


Conſul Kirke to Governor Cornwallis. 
SIR, - Algiers, it Aupuſt; 5567 
I was honoured with your Excellency's letter of the 18th July 
Wt, incloſing one under a flying ſeal -to the Dey by Captain Paſqual 
carnichia, of the Ship Great Britain, who, with his ſon in the Ship 
ucceſs, arrived here the 3d inſtant; and I beg leave to aſſure your Ex- 
W:llency, that I loſt no time in the delivery thereof, The Dey aſſured 
e of his ſenſe of the regard and attention you had not only in this in- 
ance, but at all times been pleaſed to pay him. He ſaid, he would an- 
er your letter; and inſtantly employed the two ſhips, which failed 
ence for Arzew the 6th; and I am apprehenſive he intends them ſome 
rther token of his favour. 
As I hear your Excellency is upon your Ae for England, it 
ould be needleſs for me to make your Excellency any offer of ſervice 
ere; and ſhall therefore conclude with wiſhing your Excellency a _ 
aſſage to England, and aſſuring you how much I am, 


SIR, 
- | Your Excellency's moſt obliged 
* (0 his Excellency and moſt obedient humble ſervant, . - 
f eneral Cornwallis. ROBERT KIRKE, | 
. L No. V. 
ra Letter from the Dey of Algiers to Gina Irwin, Lieut. 
| be | Governor of Gibraltar, , 
hu From our Palace in Algiers, the 17th day of 
27 our Ramadan, which correſponds with the 
5 26th day of February, 1766, according to 
_ | the Engliſh Stile. 
N f Eſteemed Friend, 


WE have received your Letter by the Patron Dodero, and note 
ur en to our intereſt, for which our beſt ſervices have never been 
opel | wanting; 
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in, and there is a ſufficiency to aſſiſt our Friend and Alites, we have if 


viſen in the two following veſſels, namely, Ship Great Britain, Paſqu: 


be done us in future, which we ſhall on all occaſions be ready to a 


ſectionate friend, 


APFENDINX 
wanting but the fearcity of Grain at preſent is ſo great, that prevent 
us granting you any Supply by this veſſel; ſo ſoon as the crops are PO 


ſured your Confal reſiding here that the Garriſon of Gibraltar ſhall hay 
tire preference. Our late predeceſſor, of glotious memory, who diet 
the 2d inſtant, did, upon the repreſentation of his Excellency Govern 
Cornwallis, grant a large Supply both of Cera and Barley for your Gurl SIR, 
Scarnichia, maſter, and Ship Sueceſs, James Scarnichia, maſter; bob 
of whom ſailed hence 2d October laſt; but we are ſorry to hear, con 
trary to our intent and meaning, that the Grais was tranſported to 0 
Enemies, inſtead of being carried to Gibraltar; and that it was ſent i 
Cadiz and Lifton ; how that happened we hope you will be pleaſed i 


giers 
nd ar 
eliver 


e De 


inquire into, and let us know through the Conſul reſiding here; and nce of 
rely on you to have the offending parties properly puniſhed. Our pre 
deceſſor alſo granted two other loadings to Mr. Simon Peter Cruil 
Engliſh merchant, of this place, to be tranſported to Gibraltar, upon th 
repreſentation of the late Ambaſſador Commodore Cleveland, whic! 
ſaid Mr. Cruiſe aſſures us, were actually ſent to Gibralar for the ule BY C 
the town, Garry/on and inhabitants there, Theſe were large Sufpliſfc Mino 
and all lately granted, and have jn ſome meaſure occaſioned the pref! I do 


ſcarcity, 

Before we n we muſt mention to your „. that we ha 
been informed your Captain of the Port, Mr. Leeds Booth, whom » 
have intruſted with the care of ſome of our concerns, kas not made th 
moſt of one of our prizes lately brought in there; we therefore reque 
your good offices in jnquiring into that matter, and cauſing jultice ! 


Knöwledge. We note your recommendation of your ſecretary ; and 
praying God to take you all under his protection, we remain your: 


MAHOMET BASHAW, 
Dey of the Warlike City of Algie 
We brcerely condole with you, upon your late 

accident, and are informed it chiefly fell a- 


mongſt the Jews. 


SIR, 


| ] 
| t Algier 
No. Wy fervis 
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= ET No. VI. 

s | Colonel Townſhend's Letter and Centificate aeletins 40 3 
ll received 12th Auguſt, 1765, by the Snow Brovidencla, An- 
E thonio Camps, Maſter, directed to the Ambaſſador Cleve» 
N01 land, and. in his e to the Conſul. | 

ur SIR, | Mahon, 3oth July, wk 


FROM the promiſing 99005 of your ſettling the affairs at 


nd another veſſel for Corn, with a certificate, which the Maſter will 
eliver to you with this; and I truſt, you will uſe your influence with 


£ rice of graiz will riſe immediately, I am, with great reſpect, 
; . SIR, | | 
| Your molt obedient and humble ſervant, 
oh | To THOMAS TOWNSHEND. 
UC: Mahon, Iſland of Minorca, zoth of July, 1765. 


A BY Colonel Thomas Townſhend, Commander in Chief ip the Iſland 


f Minorca, &c. &c. &c. 

I do hereby certify, that the Snow Providencia, kids ahont ſixty 
Ins, Anthonio Camps, Maſter, is ſent by her owners to Algiers for 
Wor», for the uſe of his Britannic Majeſty's ſubjects of this Iſland. 
| Given under my hand and ſeal this zoth day of July, 1765. 


THOMAS TOWNSHEND. 


W. Spry, 
Secretary. 


Colonel Townſhend's Letter to Conſul Kirke, incloſing a Cer- 
tificate relative to Corn, received 12th Augutt, 1765, byche 
Brig, Virgin de la Merced, Juan Manjulet, Maſter. 


zie 


SIR, | Mahon, 5th Auguſt, 1765. 


I TAKE thus opportunity to congratulate you on your arrival 


t Algiers, and to aſſure you, Sir, L hall be very happy to render o 


' uy feryi vice in my power. | 
The 


\lgiers on an advantageous footing for this Iſland, I have ventured to 


e Dey, for if we ſhould not receive ſome aſſiſtance from thence, the 
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The Ambaſſador having been ſo obliging as to preſs the Dey to pe. 
mit ſuch veſſels to load with Corr as brought a certificate from me 
that they were employed to bring the Cora hither for the uſe of hi 
Majeſty's ſubje&s, and he Having at that time little or no doubt of ob 
taining that permiſſion, I venture to ſend you another certificate + ; but 
as I have not as yet-been made acquainted that ſuch permiſſion has been 
obtained, I muſt leave to you, whether to preſent the certificate or rt 
as it may not be proper to preſent it in cafe the permiſſion has not bee 
N by the Dey. 
I conclude: the Ambaſſador has left Algiers. I beg my compliment t 
: me — I have the honour to be, SIR, 
| | Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
THOMAS TOWNSHEND 


w af 
t me 
land; 
mĩſſi. 
and, 
ained 
ve fee 


is Brit 


To —— Kirke, Eſq; 
His Britannic Majeſty's Conſul at Algiers, 


. Mahon, Iſland of Minorca, «h Auguſt, 176; SIR, 
BY Colonel Thomas Townſhend, Commander in Chief, &c. &c. 

I do hereby certify, that the Brig, Virgin of Merced and Carmen" deſ 

is ſent by her owners with a cargo for Algiers, and that they propos uſſion t 

(with permiſſion of the Dey) to load with Corn for the uſe of his Brff®® Dey, 

tannic Majeſty's ſubjects in this Iſland. Mr. B 

Given under my hand and ſeal, this 5th day of Auguſt, 176 Pes of 

<P | as ver) 

| THOMAS TOWNSHENDW:; note 

. Sor : yen ſen 

— Mr. C 

2 | | ould n 

Colonel Townſhend's Letter to Conſul Kirke, relative to Cui Hatte. 

received 22d Auguſt, 1765, by the Vulture an of Wa” poſe 

folk e Robinſon. | levelar 

SIR, | Mahon, Auguſt 18th, 176; ad, aff 

I WROTE to you the 5th Inſtant by a veſſel bound to Algier f oY 

avi 


and which propoſed to return hither with Corn, to which end I gar 


her a proper Certificate ; but as I have not as yet received any account we » an 
| 2 and's le 


| ES No ſuch application was ever made by the Ambaſſador Commodore Cleveland, at lc: 
hat ever came to Conſul Kirke's knowledge; for had any thing of the kind happen 
Mr. Kirke would certainly have been iaformed of it by his Excellency before his departv' 

| | ho 


A 33 
affairs are ſettled, I ſhould be ch obliged to yon if you would 
ne Wt me know, by the firſt opportunity, at leaſt, ſuch as concern this 


hund; and mult requeit your good offices towards us: for the having 
ob- Nermiſſion to buy Corr in the Dey's Dominions, for the uſe of the 
bufWand, 15 of very great conſequence at this juncture, as I have fully ex- 
eenained in my letter to the Ambaſſador, which I e no Youbt you 
iot Wave ſeen“. I have the honour to be, 

; SIR, your moſt obedient kigble ſervant, 


| | THOMAS TOWNSHEND. 
To Robert Kirke, Eſq; 


is Britannic Majeſty's Coaſul, at Algiers. 


Colonel Townſhend, Commander in Chief at Mahon's Let- 
ter to Conſul Kirke for Corx, &c. received 24th Septem- 
ber, 1705, by the Sanctiſſima Trinidad, Oliver, Commander. 


6; SIR, Mahon, September 13th, 1765. 
THE magiſtrates of this place having preſented a memorial to 
ie, defiring that I would again apply to the Dey of Algiers for his per- 
Wilton to the Mahoneſe to buy Corn in his Dominions, I have wrote to 
te Dey, and ſent him the Magiſtrates Memorial. 

Mr. Bruce put in here by a contrary wind, and gave us very little 
opes of our getting any Cox from the Dey, for that though the Dey 
as very well diſpoſed towards the Engliſh, yet the exportation of Cor x 
25 notoriouſly known to be monopolized by the Dey's favorites, and 
ren ſent by them to Cadiz, and other ports of his enemies. 

Mr. Cleveland wrote me, that the Dey had promiſed him this Iſland 
ould never want Corn while he had any in his country; 1t is therefore 
os matter of ſome ſurprize, that the veſſels which I have ſent over on 
„a rpoſe for Corn, ſhould have returned without any; and that Mr. 
leveland has not acquainted me with the reaſons for refuſing them to 
ad, after having led me to expect, that permiſſion would be granted 
br all ſuch veſſels to load as brought Certificates from me. 

I have acquainted the Secretary of State with my application to the 
ey, and to Mr, Cleveland, as likewiſe with the purport of Mr. Cleve- 
and's letter to me, that no imputation of negle& might fall upon re, 


— 


. 
No ſuch letter ever came to the knowledge of Conſul Kirke. 
. | ” | I muſt 


— 
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I muſt recommend your utmoſt exertion to aſſiſt us with your influence 
with the Dey, and ſhould you not ſucceed, that you will try what can 


be 


aſſur 

be done with the monopolizing gentlemen, and whether they will enter, whor 
into any contract with the magiſtrates or merchants of this place. t poſſe 
James Oliver, the Captain of che Tartan La Sanctiſüma Trinidad, Kane 
will deliver this to you, and heg your advice and aſſiſtance, I have the, iter 
honour to be, | ' licen! 
SIR, with great reſpect, — ' aflign 

717 moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, i 


- | THOMAS TOWNSHEND MM .. Fre 
To Robert ks, Eſq; 


furthe 

His Britannic Majeſty's Conſul, at Algiers. jetter 
Extract of Conſul Kirke's Letter to the Honorable Thong ly wai 
Townſhend, Eſq; Commander in Chief at Mahon, relative got ye 

to Corn, for the Iſland of Mahon, fent by the Sanctiſſin d his 
Trinidad, Oliver, Commander. poſſibl 

SIR, Algiers, 4th October, 176; deſired 
© NOTHING but the want of a conveyance could have mae, 


te me ſo long delay acknowledging the receipt of your ſeveral favors 0 
„the 5th and 18th Auguſt, and 13th September, with which | fn 
** myſelf honoured. I return you my. fincete thanks for your kind; gene 
congratulations, and ſhall be always happy in rendering you an wwe. 
«« ſervice in my power. ports, x 

* Intirely a ſtranger to the reſult of Mr. Cleveland's application deliver 
„eto the Dey in regard to the granting a ſupply of Corn for the foned't 
<< ſervice of the Iſland under your Command, I have been great! ho as 
* at a loſs how to act in an affair of ſo delicate a nature as this think þ 
appears at preſent to be here; delicate, becauſe as far as I cal.; 
find, tiſcaries, or licenſes, are hardly ever obtained directly from wins te 
* the Dey but by dint of mere favour, and intereſt, and as I have been 
© informed, large preſents are frequently diſtributed to obtain them; 
delicate alſo to me, becauſe I am ſo lately come amongſt them, not 
© quite ſettled, and as yet in ſome meaſure unknown to many of th. 
leading people; added to this, it is notoriouſly known, that my pre 
5 deceſſor, Mr. Bruce, obtained a loading for the immediate ule 0 
e his Majeſty's Garriſon of Mahon, yet it was, I know not by whit 


accident, fold at Majorca, which occaſioned great diſguſt here, A 
66 I & 


his Di- 
tain O 


had exp 
RIF. ' I 
rites te 
Letter to 
Ie 
tie Dey, 
dard to 
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i t believe a good deal contributed to his removal ; and I can further 
* aſſure you, that at an audience I had with the Dey not long ſince, on 
whom I waited on behalf of an Engliſh merchant, who was actually in 
t poſſeſſion of two licenſes that had been given him at the ſpecial in- 
' tance and requeſt of Mr. Cleveland; notwithſtanding which, ſoon 
« after he was failed; the perſon had a meſſage ſent him to return the 
' licenſes; and quit the country, without a ſatisſactory reaſon being 
aſſigned; this 1 thought ſtrange, but ſo it was; and the Dey told me 
dat the ſame audience, he had neither 77 heat nor Barley to ſpare. 

« From theſe circumſtances many might have plauſibly declined any 


letter to me, that his Majeſty” 8 ſubjects were in real diſtreſs, I inſtant- 
ly waited on the Dey, and renewed my ſollicitations to him; and 
got your letter, by Captain Oliver, properly and diſtinctly explained 
to him, making at the ſame time the moſt efficacious repreſentations 
poflible, which I have the ſatisfaction to acquaint you had ſo far the 
deſired effect, that the Dey ſaid he would conſider of it, and let me 
know the next-day, which I ſuppoſe was to give him time to conſult 
his Divan; the reſult of which was, that leave was granted to Cap- 
tain Oliver to load at Arzew. I muſt here obſerve, that the captains 
in general who come from Mahon behave very badly, by nęglecting to 
come to me ſo ſoon as their ſhips are in ſafety, and produce their paſs- 
ports, manifeſt of their cargoes, and other neceſſary papers, and alſo to 


ſoned by my predeceſſor's being a good deal at his garden, and leaving 
the management of che public affairs to a Mr. Forbes, whom I did not 
think proper to continue with me. Captain Oliver in particular de- 
tained my letters till the next day after his arrival, and when he did 
come to me, ſaid he had a letter from you to the Dey, which you 
had expre/ly directed him to deliver i into the Dey's own hands him- 
elf. 1 cannot but take notice, that when the King of Great Britain 
writes to the Dey, the Secretary of State always tranſmits bis Majeſty's 
letter to me, with a copy for my information before I deliver the 
oiginal, However, I went up immediately with Captain Oliver to 
he Dey, and acted as above, As to Mr. Bruce's obſervation in re- 
ard to 00 orn lr nonopolixed, I will not as yet take upon me to de- 

termine; 


2 — nnr * — 
— — = —— 


further applications i in the Corn way, but apprehending by your laſt 


deliver their letters, &c. This may in ſome meaſure have been occa- 
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termine; all I at preſent know, is, that of two perſons Mr. Clere 
„ land interf-red about, the one (though a uſeful man to the Dey) hu 
«© not as yet obtained his licenſe, and the other has been uſed as befor 
related, even her he had (as bn tells me) freighted veſſels for u for if 


ef 


ed tc 
price 
or w] 


ceiving the corn.“ erer 


Conſul Kirke's Letter to che Hon. Thomas Townſhend, Et zh 
Commander in Chief at Mahon, relative to Corn obtained! e 


the uſe of that Iſland, in the Sanctiiſima Trinidad, Olive hm 
Commander, fas 
SIR, . gth October, 176 * 
SINCE my laſt to you, of the 4th inſtant, I have the plex T 
to acquaint you, that the Dey ſent to my houſe his tiſcary, or licen ef : 
for Captain Oliver's loading heat at Arzew on this Coaſt, that it il ** A 
pen'd in the ampleſt form, and that I inſtantly ſent for n oli conſid 
and delivered it into his hands. the m 
It was brought me by a Chaoux, an officer gebn made uſe of Th 
carry meſſages for the Dey, who on my offering him a Sequin (bei order 
told he would expect a fee) further demanded of me ſome acknowleg found 
ment for the Scrivan, or clerk, that wrote the permit; but as I was i delive 
loſs what to ſend him, and as theſe expences regarded Captain Oliver tain C 
referred the Chaoux, the Drugoman, and others that thought themſeM would 
entitled to fees, to ſaid Captain; upon which the Chaoux threw «fl be left 
his Sequin, ſaying, unleſs they were all ſatisfied, he would accept i 
thing himſelf, and went away much diſpleaſed: but I ſuppoſe Capt FO de 
Oliver will adjuſt theſe matters properly before his departure, wi 2 
he tells me, will be to morrow. | 1 4 1 2 
This Government, well informed of the advantages e B wh 
theſe grants, and likewiſe the loading, mentioned in my laſt to feren ; 
been ſold at Majorca inſtead of Mahon, which was actually req ueſte 2 n 
reat 


Mahon, are too apt to throw on the Conſul the blame of coverin; 
lucrative views by ſome ſiniſter means, which fails not to make throug 
odious amongſt them, thereto 
I am therefore under the neceſſity, before I make any other ate ſuppoſe 
in the Corn way, to requeſt of you for my information and governq to my! 
and that 1 may be better enabled to act properly, and enforce the: Upo 
mand or Requeſts of your's relative to Corn with the Dey, to knov you wil 
is done with the Corn after it is brought to Mahon, whether it is de ; 
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ed to the King's Commiſlary, and iſſued to his Majeſty's troops at the 
price it is obtained on this Coaſt for (charges of freight, &c. added); 
or whether any private people, and whom, reap the advantage thereby; 
for if it is the formæm, I ſhall be at no loſs what to ſay to the Dey, when- 
ever your repreſen Mons come to hand, reſting ſatis ied they will be pro- 
ferly founded ; but if it is the latter, I cannot think I am doing right 
to urge the matter in the King's Name, to enrich private People ; for if 
jo, the monopoly would be on your ſide and not here; conſidering, that 
at the preſent price of grain on this Coaſt and at Mahon, near one Tou- 
ſurd Pounds are to be got upon a cargo of fix Thouſand Meaſures, and 


ſo in proportion. This, Sir, as I mentioned before, the leading peo- 


ple here know full well, and look on it as immediately for the ſervice of 
the King of Great Britain's Troops at Mahon, if otherwiſe, that I reap a 
conſiderable advantage therefrom, or that I ſhould not be ſo urgent in 
the matter. | 3 

The bearer, Captain Oliver, pretended to have had your ſpecial 
order to deliver your letter to the Dey unizown to me; which, if he 
found not ſufficient to procure him his loading of Corn, then he was to 
deliver me the letter you wrote me on bit Majeſty's Service: this, Cap- 
tain Oliver aſſerted; which I own I cannot conceive to be true, as it 
would appear exceſſive ſtrange, nay even injuriqus to me, that it ſhould 
be left to the option of a Mahoneſe Patron, to deliver or not, at his plea- 
ſare, a letter wrote to me on the King's immediate Serwice, by the Com- 
mander in Chief of one of his garriſons, which makes it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary that you ſhould be made acquainted therewith. | 

J muſt beg leave further to obſerve to you, that the Dey, upon dif- 
ferent occaſions, gave Mr, Cleveland and me the firongelt aſſurances, 
that no other informations or meſſages whatever regarding the affairs of 
Great Britain, ſhould be received or relied on, but thoſe that came 
through my Hands, as the proper Channel; and that no meaſures relative 
thereto ſhould be taken, without conſulting me previouſly ; which, I 
ſuppoſe, occaſicned the Dey's ſending the tiſcary or licenſe, directly 
to my houſe. 

Upon the whole, Sir, I have, on this occafion, ſhewn my zeal ; and 


you will ever find me ready to do my duty by ſtanding forth to the ut- 
moſt 
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33 Kerr ir. 
moſt of my power in the cauſe of my King and country and ready upon 
all occaſions to convince you how much, I am, 
: SIR, 
Your moſt obedient arid moſt Humble ſervant, 
| | ROBERT KIRKE, 
PS. The purport of your former letters relative to | 
Corn, together with copies of this letter, and 
your anſwer thereto, arhen received, I intend 
tranſmitting to the Secretary of State, that no 
imputation of neglect may fall on me, as Lord 
Halifax was pleaſed to tell me, when his Lord- 
ſhip judged proper to ſend me here, that he 
looked upon me as a man his Lordſhip could 
rely on. | 5 


Honorable Thomas T ownſhend, 
Commander in Chief at Mahon. 


Conſul Kirke's Letter to Lieut. Governor fohnfton at Mahon, 
relative to the obtaining an Anſwer from Colonel f ownſhend 
to the Conſul's Letter of the gth October, 1765. 

| Algiers, 28th February, 1766. 

SOME time before your arrival, when Colonel Townſhend 
commanded at Mahon, he was pleaſed to write me a letter, dated 13th 
September laſt; in anſwer to which, I wrote him two letters; the one 
dated the 4th, and the other the gth October following : but as he 
thought proper to anſwer only that of the 4th, and never took the leaſt 
notice whatever of that of the gth, which was by far the moſt material, 
I am under the neceſſity of troubling you, Sir, with a duplicate, under 
a flying ſeal, and requeſt the favor, after peruſal, that you will be 
pleaſed to cauſe it to be delivered into Mr, Townſhend's hands, and uſe 
your influence to procure me an anſwer thereto, as Mr, Townfhiend's 
letter to which mine is an anſwer was directed to me on the King's Ser- 
vice. I hope you will excuſe the trouble I give you on ae occaſion, 
and believe me to be, with great regand, 


SIR, 


SIR, 
Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
Lieut. Gov. Jchnſton, Mahon. ROBERT KIRKE. 
i Mr. 


SIR, 
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Mr. Edward Clarke, Secretary to Colonel Johnſlon, Comman- 
der in Chief at Mahon's letter to Conſul Kirke, ia anſwer to 
his of the 28th February, relative to Colonel Townſhend, 
&c. received on the 6th inſtant, by the Brig 8 James 
Thomas, Rs from Mahon, 


SIR, | Makin; April 25th, 3 
THE Governor received your favour of the 28th of laſt month, 


and immediately ſent your duplicate of the g:h of October to Colonel 
ownſhend. I am ſurprized that you ſhould not receive an anſwer from 


nend did ſend you an anſwer to your's of October the 4th (which was 
eccived the gth of ditto) dated Mahon, November the 6th, and alſo an 
nſiver to your's of October the yth (which was received November the 


2th) dated Mahon, November 24th, 1765. And Colonel Townſhend 


efires me likewiſe to inform you, that he is ſurprized that you ſhould 
eſire a duplicate of a letter, which he is 9 certain you have al- 
ady received“. 

The bearer of this is a Mr. Chaddwide; a Clerk of the Pay-maſters, 
d to whom the Governor "mm you will ſhew what civilities you can 
pon his account. 

The laſt cargo of Cora was brought here —_ for the Service of the 
10:95, and partly for the Uſe of the Inhabitants, but this cargo is deſtined 
tirely for the Uſe of the Troops, and therefore the Governor hopes you 
ill be aiding and aſſiſting as it is for his Majeſty's Serwicet. 

[ have nothing farther to add, but that the bearer deſires ſome cates 
d a few ſheep, and that 1 am, with great reſpect, 

SIR, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


o Conſyl Kirke, Algjers. EDWARD CLARKE, Secretary. 


. With regard to the Regulations which Mr, 
Theodore ſhewed the Governor at your requeſt, 
he approves of them, and has ordered them to 
be fixed up at the Pratic Houſe, 


* 


1 ” > 


onſul Kirke never received any anſwer whatever to his letter of the gth Oftober, 1765, 


It is here to be remarked, that the King's Troops were victualled by contract; not- 
bſtanding which, Conſul Kirke omitted no opportunity of aſſiſling the Subjects of his 
ion in general, not only in regard to Corn, but all other matters whatever, though he 
er obtained a Grain in his own behalf, nor ever received any particular Favous from 
Dey, or Government of Algiers, 


Letter 


im; becauſe I find by the regiſter of my ofiice, that Colonel Town- 
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(F) 


Leiter from the Right Hon. the Zar! of Shelburne to Conſe! 
Kirke, received at Algiers, 187 October, 1766, 


Conſul 


bur 
SIR, Whitehall, 1ſt Auguſt, 1565, 

THE King having been graciouſly pleaſed upon the reſi>nationlfſf MY 1 
of the Duke of Richmond, to deliver to me the ſeals for the ſouthern de. 
partment, I take the earlieſt opportunity of notifying the ſame to you; he 18t] 
and am to acquaint you by his Majeſty's command, that your diſpatch:|iſſrom Le 
are to be henceforward directed to me; you may depend upon thcirMaontents 
being punctually laid before the King, and that I ſhall not fail to tran'Mire me 
mit to you from time to time ſuch orders as I may have the honour to r. not a 
ceive from his Majeſty in conſequence of them, k your 

I am, SIR, | at I an 

Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, ommod 

| | SHELBURNHeſe Sea 

PS. His Majeſty has been likewiſe pleaſed to all cont 
make a farther conſiderable change in his ad- gard to 
miniſtration, by the following appointments to ie, and 
ſome of the principal offices of Government. lands as 
Lord Camden to be Lord Chancellor. Lord | oping to 
Northington to be Lord Preſident of the Council. LG I am i 

r. Pitt created Earl of Chatham, Lord Privy 15 States 
"Seal. Duke of Grafton, firſt Lord of the | ere with 
Treaſury; and Mr. Charles Townſhend, ibraltar, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. | ng 6s] 
Mr. Kirke, or the Perſon acting as his de Mr. 8 
Majeſty's Conſul at Algiers. vth of t 
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(8) 
Conſul Kirke's Letter 10 the Right Hon. the Earl of Shel- 
burne, in anſwer to his Lordſhip's of the 18 Auguſt laſt. 


MY LORD, Algiers, 31ſt October, 1766. 

I was honoured with your Lordſhip's letter of the 1 Auguſt on 
he 18th inſtant, by the Brig Nancy, David Maſterton, Commander, 
om Leghorn, and I beg my moſt humble congratulations upon the 
mtents, and thanks for the information your Lordſhip was pleaſed to 
ive me in the poſtſcript thereto of the alterations lately made; but I 
nnot avoid expreſſing my great concern and ſurprize, at the direction 
n your Lordſhip's letter, finding thereby, as alſo by common report, 
at I am to come home to anſwer ſome complaints, made againſt me by 


ommodore Harriſon when Commander in Chief of the Squadron in 
eſe Seas; but as nothing of the kind has yet been ſignified to me, I 
all content myſelf by aſſuring your Lordſhip of my intire innocence in 
gard to the cauſe of any complaints that can have been fabricated againſt 
ie, and that I ſhall with great chearfulneſs and alacrity obey ſuch com- 
nds as I may have the honour to receive for my future government, 
oping to be able to juſtify myſelf in every particular. S 
I am informed by Rear Admiral Vandergen, Commander of one of 
2 States-Generals Frigates, called the Caſtor, of 36 guns, who arrived 
ere with ſome preſents for this State, that he left Commodore Spry at 
lbraltar, who had been very ill there, but was got much better, and 
ding to Morocco, from whence he was to. proceed to this place, with 
ne Mr. Sampſon to act as Conſul; and as I can make no doubt of the 
uth of the Admiral's aſſertion, I take this earlieſt opportunity by his 
ip to forward this letter, to acquaint your Lordſhip, that all things 
re remain in the moſt perfect Rate of tranquility ; and that I ſhall give 
ery information and inſtruction in my power to Mr. Sampſon, or who- 
er elſe may be appointed to conduct his Majeſty's ſervice in this Coun- 


1 = . . * 
. But I cannot avoid mentioning to your Lordſhip, the many ex- 


pences 
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pences and inconveniences I have already been neceſſarily put to, in th. 
ſhort time I have had the honour to reſide here, and that there is 0 


| getting a veſſel to take myſelf and family heme, without writing u 


Leghorn, Marſeilles, or ſome other Port for that purpoſe, and the; 
knowing that I mult return, would make a molt extravagant deman 


for our paſſage, and J am told I could not on any occaſion hire 


«« veſſel for leſs than £200. ſterling, and even then no help on board i Conſi 
5 caſe of accidents ;” this, added to the many unavoidable expenc 
I have already been put to, and having loſt two children in this Coun 


try for want of proper afliftance, and the winter ſeaſon being alread wy 
begun, in which a paſſage in a merchant ſip would be moſt da 
gerous, will, I hope, induce you, Sir, to move the King, my roh dated 
Maſter, whoſe benevolent diſpoſition, added to his Majeſty's being n War, 
only the Father of a Family, but his People alſo, that his Majeſty vi 8 of 
be graciouſly pleaſed to direct one of his Majeſty's ſhips to call here f _—_ 
us, in caſe it ſhould be inconvenient to Mr. Spry to afford us ar Lordfh: 
aſſiſtance, otherwiſe my ſufferings will be too heavy to bear; and ther ES 
fore I hope that his Majeſty will not leave his faithful ſubject and i > of 
vant, who has had the honour to ſerve him upwards of twenty-4 — 
years without reproach, thus innocent, diſtreſſed ina country like thi 4 ag, 
I therefore flatter myſelf, your Lordſhip's humane diſpoſition will af 11 28 
me in all excuſes neceſſary on this melancholy occaſion, and that yo oy 
Lordſhip will be pleaſed to honour me with an anſwer hereto ; and: 5 n 
the meantime I ſhall not fail preparing myſelf to embark at a momen e 
warning, but will alſo offer up my prayers to the great Director of unce wank 1 
tainties, that he would be pleaſed to proſper all your Lordſhip? s unde 994 18 
takings; and that your Lordſhip would * me to ſubſcribe myſe * bg 
with all imaginable reſpect, 3 
My TY | frac : 
Your Lordſhip's moſt devoted and moſt obedient ſervant, aac 
ROBERT KIRK a kin 
FC 


PS. I hope my Letter with the Incloſures of the 


20th of June laſt, particularly relative to Com- 


4 | 

modore Harriſon, which I forwarded the 7th Ker 3 
July following, has been received. ce, to tra 
Right Hon, the Earl of Shelburne. 3 


lint for, 
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Conſul Kirke's Letter to the Right Hon. the Earl of Shel- 1 
| burne, ; 4 


MY LORD, Algiers, 26th December, i766. 
THE laſt letter J had the honour of writing your Lordſhip was 

dated the 31ſt October, and forwarded by the Caſtor, a Dutch Man of 
War, Rear Admiral Vandergen, Commander, who ſailed hence the 
firſt of November. In that letter, I acquainted your Lordſhip that all 14 
things were perfectly quiet here; and J therein ventured to requeſt your 
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Lordſhip's good offices, in caſe I was ordered home, and it ſhould prove 
inconvenient to Commodore Spry to afford us his aſſiſtance, that ſome 
nan of war might be directed to touch here to take myſelf and family on 
board, as it was then rumoured I was to be recalled to anſwer ſome com- 
plaint made againſt me by Commodore Harriſon, when Commander in 
Chief in theſe ſeas. This indulgenceT ſhould not have attempted aſk- | 
Ing, were I not conſcious of my own rectitude and innocence in every 
particular; and had I been fortunate enough to have been made ac- ö 
zuainted on what cauſe any complaint could poſſibly have been founded | 
againſt me, I flatter myſe'f my anſwer thereto would have proved per- . | 
etly clear and ſatisfatory*®, and thereby prevented the great expences | 
nd inconveniences it will, if I am really recalled, be to me; nay, the 
almoſt total ruin of myſelf and an innocent family, wholly dependant 
mn my labours alone, muſt enſue, ſhould I not find relief, ſet aſide the 
liſgrace a thing of the kind happening muſt of courſe be to me; how- 
rer, certain I am, things muſt have been greatly miſrepreſented, or 
thing of the kind could poſſibly have happen'd. 
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Mr. Kirke has been informed, it is an invariable rule, whenever any Complaint is 
thibired againſt a Governor, Conſul, or Perſon of any degree of Rank, in foreign ſer- 
ce, to tranſmit him a Copy of ſuch Complaint to anſwer, before he is precipitately re- 
pled. How then Mr, Kirke came to be ſo unfortunate a victim, he is at a loſs to ac- 
nt for. 
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In regard to the Engliſh affairs, they in general go on as well J dir 
as can be wiſhed; all things remaining in the moſt perfect ſtate “ wa 
of cordiality and friendſhip ; but unfortunately for the Venetians, on WW bee 
the arrival of the San Miquel, a 60 gun ſhip of theirs, commanded “ firſ 

by Commodore Mark Antonio Bubick, Serjeant Major, Iſeppe Mar-“ fail 
ſicci, Captain, who anchored in this Bay the 15th November, “ and 


having on board the annual ſtipend of 10,000 Sequins, which they pay | © 7 
for their peace, together with Signor Giovanni Commata, going v“ diti 


reſide as Conſul at Tetyan, but firſt appointed to compliment the)“ gun 


new Dey on his acceſſion to the command of this country. brot 
The money being landed and paid at the Dey's houſe, the Conſul, “ Cor 
Commodore, and Commata, had their firſt audience; but not pro-' actu 
ducing any letter or preſent, the Dey aſked the reaſon of his having“ gen: 
no letter, and if there was no preſent for himſelf, Officers, &c. u“ ſlipt 
which Commata replied, he was only directed to pay the mecneyſÞ* take 
abovementioned, and to deliver the Prince of Venice's complimeni “ 2 Cl 


of congratulation, &c. &c. which he took that opportunity of doing pliec 
in the Prince's name, but for letters or particular preſents, he wal he w 


not charged with either; and that the treaty of peace only mentioned* unde 


the payment of the annual ſum of 10,000 Sequins, The Dey then zerzc 


obſerved, that all other Kings and Princes in alliance with hin yet I 
not only wrote, but ſent him a token of their friendſhip ; and as the obſer 
Prince of Venice took ſo little notice of him, and the peace having givin 
and t 


been concluded between the Prince and the late Dey Baba Ally, wie 
was buried juſt without Babazon gate, they might go to him to ke 1 
it, for that he, the preſent Dey, would break it; and immediately " Vie | 
ſent for the treaty, and tore it to pieces. The Dey then order Dey”: 
Commata, and the Officers, on board their ſhip, and directed the applic 
ſailing, allowing 40 days before any capture ſhould be made or hol ſome 
lities committed. This happening in the ferenoon, Signor Com the E 
mata, the Officers, &c. intended dining before they went on boat nocen 
but ſome of the Dey's ſervants, unluckily, juſt as the dinner vu to ret 
ready to be ſerved up, went to the houſe allotted and furniſhes , friend 
the Dey for Commata's reception, took away the furniture and ki neſs, : 
chen utenſils, turning the cookeries out on the floor; a Chaoux at ti} where! 
lame time telling them, they were to go off immediately, and fi ' tinuin; 

4 directly 


« way on the 19th in the afternoon ; ever ſince which, this port has 
« been ſhut, and the veſſel by which I convey this to Leghorn, is the 
« firſt that has been permitted to go hence ſince the Venetian ſhip 
« ſailed, which I have been informed went immediately to Port Mahon, 
and hired veſſels to give the neceſſary notice of what had happened, 

« Thele cruiſers began immediately to fit out with the utmoſt expe- 
„dition, eight of whom are already failed, amongſt which was the 20 
„gun ſhip lately commanded by Rais Benzerzo, who, ſometime ſince, 
„brought the Florida Rtoreſtiip here; and notwithſtanding another 
„Commander had, ſoon after his diſmiſſion, been appointed, and was 
actually on board, yet Benzerzo (being much liked by the ſoldiery in 
general, I ſuppoſe, for his ſuperior dexterity in piratical proceedings) 
« flipt on board juſt as the veſſel was getting under way, in order to 
© take the Command; which the Dey being apprized of, directly ſent 
« a Chaoux to order him on ſhore, which not being immediately com- 
* plied with, the Dey ſent a ſecond meſſage, telling the ſoldiers unleſs 
© he was diſembark'd directly, the Dey would order the veſſel, though 
* under his own colours, to be fired into and ſunk; whereupon Ben- 

* zerz0 came on ſhore, but what is become of him ſince I have not as 

yet learned. Soon after which, I complimented the Dey on his exact 

' obſervance of his treaties, &c. with which he ſeemed highly pleaſed, 

giving every aſſurance of his attachment to the Engliſh an general, 

and the King my Maſter in particular. 

J cannot conclude without mentioning one other circumſtance, 

' viz, Don Payolo Calucci, a perſon who was much about the laſt 
' Dey's perſon, and acted as a phyſician, was ordered hence on the 
' application of the late Ambaſſador, Commodore Cleveland, for 
' ſome irregularities ſuppoſed to be committed by him relative to 
* the Engliſh, concerning which I am apprehenſive he was rather in- 
' nocent : he therefore ventured, on the Government being changed, 
to return here again, where he remained ſome time incog. got in 
' friendſhip with ſome of the leading people, pretending to cure blind- 
neſs, a diforder the inhabitants of this Country are greatly ſubje& to; 
; application was made to the preſent Dey for his con- 

' Unuing in Algiers as a phyſician and oculiſt, but the Dey ſoon directed 

4 his 
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« diretly, which they were obliged to comply with, by getting under 
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E | | : except 
& his leaving the Country, and he failed hence accordingly on boatihe Ma 
% the Madre Helena, a Daniſh ſhip, commanded by Pietre mY Claſ vas in 
4% ſen, bound to Marſeilles. OR Morocc 
It is now the 26th of December, and no account whatever of Com March 


modore Spry ſince the arrival here of the Dutch Man of War, the Cf 
tor, Rear Admiral Vandergen, who left Mr. Spry at Gibraltar in Sep 
tember laſt, deſtined for this place, where he told the Admiral he ex 
pected to be in leſs than a month from that time. I ſhall therefore hope 
to be honoured with a favourable letter from your Lordſhip, in anſwer 
to the humble requeſt I found myſelf under an abſolute neceſſity 0 
making in my letter of the 31ſt October laſt, and the more ſo on accoun 


trefles, 
this cou 
y lea 
latter C1 
of my w 


E, as 


of my little family, and my wife being young with child“, in which ci pd to 
cumſtances I cannot help flattering myſelf your Lordſhip will be induced been, | 
to think a paſſage in 2 merchant veſſel cannot with any degree of ſafei nylelf, 
be attempted. bi onſequ 
Relying on your Lordſhip? s humanity and aſſiſtance, I take leave te I'wil 
ſubſcribe my ſelf, with all reſpect, ſure y. 
My Lord, noſt pe1 

Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, ll thing 

and molt deyoted humble ſervant, ervice : 

ROBERT KIRKE eceivin: 

Right Hon. the Earl of Shelburne, mn ſmit 
| refled ſ 

5 5 | . | as reql 

| ome ho 

( 1 ) nd circ 

: n, are . 

cala Kirke' Letter lo the Right A* the Earl Ki Shel Ws oy 
burne, ha 

MY LORD, Algiers, 3d February, 176% Poidabl 

J had the honour cf writing to your Lordſhip the 26th Decemypnce my 

ber laft, ſince which nothing particular has happened, nor have I as ye amily h 
received any account whatever of Commodore Spry, or Mr. SampſonſſÞn afte 
- dur Lor 


* Mrs. Kirke was delivered of a girl on board ſhip in Gibraltar Bay, a ſhort time afte 
leaving Algiers, Her diſtreſs then, and ill health fince, can better be imagined ts 


related, 
ex 


AF 47 


-xcept by a veſſel from Mahon, which anchored here the 21ſt January, 
me Maſter of which told me, it was ſaid by Mr, Frazier of Mahon, who 
as in partnerſhip with Mr. Sampſon, that the Commodore was ſtill at 

Morocco, and that Mr. Sampſon did not expect to be at Algiers till 
March or April next ; this, if true, will greatly contribute to my diſs 
i trefſes, as a long quarantine muſt be performed by all veſſels going from 
bis country, which, added to the length of the voyage, muſt occaſion 
y leaving my family behind me, as my wife expects to lay in about the 
FYatter end of June: however, nothing ſhall prevent my making the beſt 
f my way to England, as ſoon after the arrival of any perſon to relieve 

e, as it is poilible, hoping that I ſhall be able to juſlify myſelf with re- 

ard to every complaint that can have been formed againſt me; and had 
been ſo fortunate to have received a copy of my accuſation, I flatter JI 
Wylelf, ere this, that my anſwer thereto would have prevented the fatal | 1 
onſequence this unhappy affair ſeems to threaten me with. 1 
Iwill not treſpaſs further on your Lordſhip's time at velit than to | 

ſure your Lordſhip, that the King's affairs in general go on with the 

noſt perfe& harmony and friendſhip ; that I ſhall do my utmoſt to make 

ll things eaſy and agreeable to my ſucceſſor, by rendering him every 

rvice and information in my power; that I am in daily expectation of 
EScceiving ſome anſwer to the ſeveral letters I have had the honour of 

ranſmitting to your Lordſhip's office, wherein, as an innocent and diſ- 
reſſed ſubject and ſervant of the King, my royal Maſter, I hope, I ſhall 
as requeſted in my letter of the 31ſt October laſt) be permitted to 
ome home in one of his Majeſty's ſhips, particularly, when the ſituation 
nd circumſtances of myſeif, family, and the part of the world I am now 
n, are taken under conſideration, by a perſonage of your Lordſhip's 
reat diſcernment and diſtinguiſhed character for relieving the oppreſſed. 
beg your Lordſhip's pardon for mentioning any thing relative to my 
Mivate concerns in this letter, but the nature of my caſe, and the un- 
roidable expences that have neceſſarily occurred during the ſhort time 
-mFnce my appointment, particularly in my outfit, the ſettling myſelf and 
amily here, and the death of the late Dey, &c. which happening ſo. 
on after my arrival, has obliged me humbly to mention the ſame to 


— Jour Lordſhip, and _ requeſt your Lordihip's interpoſition in my 
| behalf 
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behalf, hoping your Lordſhip will believe me to be, with all imaginabl 
reſpe& and duty, | 
My Lord, 

Your Lordſhip's moſt devoted 


and moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
1 ROBERT KIRKE, 
P. S. I hope my ſeveral letters of the 29th June, 5 
31ſt October, and 26th December, have been 
received. 
Right Hon. the Earl of Shelburne. 


* , 1 18 mw . LE OE TY - . 
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7 be Earl of Shelburne, Secretary of State, to Robert Kirke, 


Es 


SIR, Whitehall, 2d January, 1767 

55S HAVE received your letter of the 11th ORober®, praying that 

his Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to order one of his ſhips to con 
duct you home, and have laid the ſame before the King. 

I am to acquaint you, that his Majeſty has not thought it proper t 
grant your requeſt ; and muſt obſerve to you, that it is not uſual to gran 
to Conſuls, even the moſt approved, the favour of a King's ſhip, to con 
duct them to, or from the place of their reſidence, except it happen 
that ſome of his Majeſty's ſhips are going, or returning.—lt is therefor 
his Majeſty's pleaſure that you ſhould return home without delayt, b 
ſuch conveyance as you can procure, 

I am, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Robert Kirke, Eſq; Algiers,  SHELBURNE 


Should have been 31ſt October. See Conſul Kirke's Leer, Appendix, page 4 
to which the above is an Anſwer. 

+ Mr. Kirke immediately obeyed the mandate, but has hitherto remained withot 
eicher heating or recompence. 
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Conſul Kirke's Letter to the Right Hon. the Earl of Shelburne. 


MY. Lonn .,. + Algiers, 5th April, 1767. 
IN the laſt letter I had the honour of writing to your Lordſhip, 
dated 26th December, 1766, I gave your Lordſhip an account of the 


breach of the peace between this Regency and the Venetians, when 


Commodore Bubeck was here, who failed, as I therein mentioned for 
Mahon, where he has remained ever ſince, diſpatching expreſſes to his 
own Court, and other parts, but particularly to this place, addreſſed to 
their late Conſul Capriata, who has been indefatigable in their ſervice, 
and has juſt obtained a ceſſation of hoſtilities for four months, in which 
time they hope to renew their peace. 

Soon after the commencement of hoſtilities, ſeveral Cruiſers ſailed 
from this Port in queſt of their ſhipping ; the major part of whom were 
forced back by bad weather, and other accidents, before their Cruiſes 
were out; and we have only an account of their having taken one veſſel 


loaded with raiſins, and that the Algerine Rais afterwards got into Tu- 
nis, but no certain advice of the prize being with him, 

Two other Cruiſers failed juſt before the ceſſation was agreed to; 
what damage they will be able to do, is as yet uncertain; and three 
others are juſt gone out, with poſitive directions not to commit any 
hoſtilities againſt the Venetians till further orders. 

The veſſel by whom I convey this letter was inſtantly Aifpatched with 


an expreſs from Mr. Capriata to Commodore Bubeck at Mahon, ac- 


quainting him of the Dey's having agreed to the four months ceſſation ; 
and I am told, though I cannot in this ſhort time be quite poſitive, that 
ſome of the terms are as follows, viz. 
| The Venetians are to ſend a veſſel with warlike ſtores, as demanded, 
upon this Dey's fu ſt acceſſion, 
To pay 50, ooo Sequins in like manner as they did to the late Dey, 
Baba Ally, when their peace was firſt ſettled, and to pay 12,000 Sequins 
annually inſtead of 10,000. 

The Algerines to make prize of the Venetian cargo, if carried into 


Tunis ; but to give up the mariners, and reſtore the veſſel, 
| | In 


. gr 
555 
. —— — 2 23 2 1  * "Fc 
„% ——— — OS 


49˙ APP EN DP I * 


In my next I hope to be able to render your Lordſhip a more cer 
and circumſtantial account of this hole tranſaction. 
On the firſt of March anchored in this Port a veſſel. from Mahon, 

_ Maſter of whom told me, that Commodore Spry arrived at that Por | 
few days before his departure with Mr, Sampſon on board ; that Mr. 
Commodore was ſo ill that he kept his bed; but that it was ſaid he 
tended coming to this Port with Mr. Sampſon as ſoon as he was able, 
I cannot avoid ſtill lamenting the not having as yet been honou MY L 
with any letter from your Lordſhip, particularly in regard to my gettifl | 
to England, with my lictle helpleſs family, from a part of the world [i jerſey, ; 
this, and the more ſo as my wife now enters the ſixth month of her pre his 
nancy, and myſelf intirely innocent of any the leaſt fault that cou aclohng 
have occaſioned this load of trouble and misfortunes, that ſeem gain ſt : 
threaten him, who is, with the greateſt reſpeR and duty, zjeſty 
My Lord, | | and like 
Your Lordſhip's | pfice to 
moſt devoted and obedient humble ſervant, ” 2858 
ROBERT KIRKM, © 


| Mr. San 
PS. All things here remain in the utmoſt tran- after 1! 


quillity and friendſhip, | ay laſt, 
| Right Hon. the Earl of Shelburne, opa, S 
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(L) 


Mr. Kirke 70 the Earl 8 Shelburne, Secretary of State. 


| Snow E yrOpa, in Gibraltar Bay, 
5 MY LORD, ; 12th July, 1767. 
Md O the 19th April laſt, Commodore Spry, in his Majeſty's Ship 


jerſey, arrived at Algiers with Mr. Sampſon on board, who delivered 
ne his Grace the Duke of Richmond's Letter of the 28th July, 1766, 
Dacloſing the Extract of Commodore Harriſon's Letter of Complaint 
gainſt me, dated 23d April, 1766. His Grace likewiſe ſignified his 
ajeſty's commands for my returning to England to anſwer the ſame, 


y 
re 
Ou 


ind likewiſe that it was the King's pleaſure that J ſhould deliver up the 


office to Mr. Sampſon, and furniſh him with every light and information 
hat might be of uſe to him in tranſacting the buſineſs committed to his 
harge. 
Ir. Sampſon every book, paper, and information in my power; and ſoon 
zfier J had the honour of receiving your Lordſhip's letter of the 2d Janu- 
ary laſt, which came to hand on the 26th May, I freighted the Snow Eu- 
opa, Simon Bava, Maſter, to proceed with myſelf and family for Eng- 
land, where, on my arrival, I flatter myſelf I ſha!l be able to ſhew, that 
Commodore Harriſon was greatly miſled and much miſtaken, in regard 
o the heavy charge he has judged proper to exhibit againſt me. But as 
| hope ſhortly to appear in perſon, I will not venture to trefpaſs on your 
Lordſkip's precious moments farther than again (notwithſlanding the 
xtract of Mr, Harriſon's letter of complaint is come to hand) to aſſure 
your Lordſhip of my intire innocence in regard to the ſeveral matters of 
hich I find myſelf therein accuſed. 

The hardſhips and ſufferings this precipitate complaint has occaſioned 
me can ſcarcely be expieſſed ; and L have only this conſolation at preſent, 

at the whole affair will, I humbly hope, ſhortly be laid betore his 
olt gracious Majeſty by a Perſcnage endow'd with every qua li y neceſſary 
to conſtitute the good and great, when, I doubt not, of meeting ſuch re- 
dreſs as the nature of my caſe and ſufferings may deſerve, having the 


krongeſt reaſons imaginable, to lament the unfortunate and vnhappy 
# Luella 


In obedience to which, on the 1oth May laſt, I delivered to 
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ſituation, the gall this complaint was fraught with, has plunged m 
into, as I my conceive it greatly contributed to my in 
recall. | 

So ſoon as this veſſel! has performed ” uſual quarentine, had a fl. 
neceſſary repairs, and taken in her water and proviſions, I purpoſe ail 
ing for England ; where I hope to have the honour of laying befor 
your Lordſhip how much I have been the faithful ſervant of the Crown 
and am with the greateſt reſpect, 


My Lord, 
| Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
And moſt devoted ſervant, 
ROBERT KIRK 


ar in 
our tc 


ght Ho 


Right Hon, the Earl of Shelburne, 


] 
1 


(M) 


| Ar, Robert Kirke to, the Earl of Shelburne, Secretary 0 n the 


State. —— 
| his M: 
the ſup 
nde 


Snow Europa, i in Stangate Creek, 8th September, 1767 


MY LORD, am ſor 
THE laſt letter I had the honour of writing to your lordſhip w eady — 
t occaſi 


from Gibraltar, dated the 12th July, from which place we failed th 
zoth following, and have been ever fince on our paffage, occaſioned b 
contrary winds and bad weather, as the northerly wind prevailed till th 
2d inſtant, when it fortunately ſhifted to the ſouth weſt, otherwiſe v 
ſhould jn all probability have ſuffered extremely, our proviſions and wat Mir, Kir 
falling ſhort. | bis Lorg 
So ſoon as the quarantine is over, we 'ſhall fail for the river, afi The De) 
which I ſhall loſe no time in haſtening to pay my duty to your Lordihij « ict 
and render an account of my conduct, which, I flatter myſels,, will ap} enge 


eto. 
; * pe | 8 


dear ext 
looner, 
bye men 
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ar in a different light to what it has been repreſented®, I have the 
nour to be, with the greateſt ref] pect. | 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
1 and moſt devoted ſervant, 
ROBERT KIRKE, 


oht Hon, the Earl of Shelburne, 45 


bs Grace the Duke of Richmond, Secretary of State's Letter 
to Conſul Kirke, inclaſing the Extract of Commodore Har- 


riſon's Complaint againſt the Conſul to Mr, Stephens, 
OW of the Admiralty, 


SIR, | | Whitehall; 28th July, 1766, 
In RECEIVED your's of the 22d May laſt, incloſing a Letter 
In the Dey of Algiers to his Majeſty, giving an account of a very 
expected difference that had ariſen between the Commander in Chief 
his Majeſty's Ships in the Mediterranean and yourſelff, with regard 
a the ſupply of FONG he had required for the Ships under his com- 
ad. 
am ſorry to en yon, Sir, that the Lords of the Aube had 
eady laid before the King a complaint againſt your behaviour upon 
tut occaſion as tranſmitted by Commodore Harriſon; and it cannot but 
pear extraordinary, that you ſhould not have given your account of 
coner, as the affair muit have happened early in April, and your 
dye mentioned letter, incloſing the Dey's upon that ſubject, is dated 


— —— 
_= Ly 


al Mr. Kirke made every effort in his pon er, but could not obtain an audience till 
1 his Lorgthip was out of oe. 


The Dey's Letter to the King of the 2oth May, 1766, and the Conſul's to the se- 
ty of State of the 22d following, to which the above was meant as an Anſwer, will 


eto. 


* e a ſo 


ily evince, how much the affair was miſconceived when his Grace ſigned his — | 
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benefit of that ſtipulation, avirhour Limitation or Reſtriction f. 


ſo long aftert, The tenth Article of the Treaty with Algiers, — lei u 

by Captain Clevland, of the 14th May, 1762, expreſsly ſays, 6 Thy than 

* if any of the King of Great Britain's Ships do come to Algiers, d N - 
cloſe 


any other Port or Place of that Kingdom, they /oall not be obligedi 
© pay Cuſtoms in any Sort; and that if they ſhall want Provifions, Victual Pr oofe 
or any other things, they may | Freely buy them at the Rates in the Marſete. er der 
And it appears by the very letter above referred to, from the prefer nience 
Dey to the King (of which you yourſelf have ſent a tranſlation) tif who v 
his predeceſſor had always acquieſced in his Majeſty's ſhips enjoying ti jeſty's 
ſure. 


Whatever, then, might be the inducement of the preſent Dey to q You 
poſe the anlimited Privilege granted to the King's ſhips by this articl Gentl 
of the treaty, for the time to come ; his Majeſty, and his Miniſter and i! 
could not but ſee with ſurprize, that you had not only ſubmitted to i which 
new pretenſion the Dey has now thought proper to ſet up, but had er | 
taken part with him upon the occaſion againſt his Majeſty's Commodor 
without ſtaying till you had ſent an account of it home, and had! —_— 
ceived his royal Inſtructions for your conduct in ſo delicate an aff ** 
which the leaſt reflexion muſt convince you it was incumbent upon 5. 176, 
to have done. 5 
I am, therefore, obliged t to acquaint you, that it is the King's ple have 
ſure you ſhould return to England by the firſt convenient opportuni vince 
to give an account of your conduct, which has been repreſented as i TY 
T The Dey's Letter explains this matter, which was received at his Grace's Office + 
days before the date of the above letter. | : 
* So they might, in like manner with the Dey's own ſubjects; but neither they, plat 


any other Power, ever did, or ever will be allowed to carry out of Algiers.ſuch ming #,* 7 
ale contraband, without the Dey's ſpecial Permiſſion, and that cautiouſly granted by H ruſal of 
according to the plenty or ſcarcity of the commodity, All Countries having their fu two Lett 
mental! laws by which th abide z ad his Royal * juſtification, in the begin 
of this work, page F 

| | No ſuch ching: mY the Letter, Appendix, page 6. 7 Thi 

I This paragraph is ſo very extraordinary, that the Reader is left to put bis own ad, the 
fruction thereon, after peruſing the Dey's Letter to the King of the 20th May, 1766, Lordihips 
Conſul's to the Secretary of State of the 221 following which accompanied it, to which © #7 reaf 
Letter is an Anſwer, and likewiſe the Conſul's other Letter of the 2oth Jone follow been cuf 
with the incloſures, which laſt was received at the Secretary of State's Office only 11 called co 
after the date ct his Grace's ſaid Letter, and very probably before it was ſent from che 

|| This, Mr. Kirke bas ever been ready and anxivuſly deſirous of doing, but has n 
yer been able to obtain that happineſs, 


es unbeccming towards the Commanding Officer of his Majeſty's Ships, 
than prejudicial to the King's ſervice, as you will ſee by the particulars 
of the complaints againſt you, of which I ſend you a Copy herewith in- 
cloſed, that you may. be the better enabled to collect any papers or 
proofs you may have to produce or alledge in your juſtification ; and in 
order that the King's buſineſs may ſuffer no interruption or inconve- 
nience thereby, his Majeſty has been pleaſed to appoint Mr. Sampſon, 
who will deliver to you this letter, to manage the buſineſs of his Ma- 
jeſty's Conſulate at Algiers, till he ſhall have figmfied k his farther PR 
ſure. | | 
You will, therefore, before your departure, EK care to put into that 
Gentleman's hands every paper, and to furniſh him with every light 
and information, that may be of uſe to him in tranſacting the buſineſs 
which the King is pleaſed to commit to his charge. 
I am, SIR, Your molt obedient humble ns 
RICHMOND, * 


PS. Your ſeveral Letters of the 18th November, 
1765 ; gth, 12th, 13th, 15th, 26th, 28th Feb- 
ruary ; 15th March; 21ſt and 24th April laſt, 
have alſo been received, 
Since the incloſed Extract was communicated to 
me by the Lords of the Admiralty, I have re- 
ceived a letter directly from Commodore Har- 
riſon, containing the particulars of this com- 
plaint againſt you. | 
„ Mr. Kirke cannot help again earneſtly referring the Reader to an attentive pe- 


el of the Dey of Algiers's Letter of the 2oth May, 1766, and alſo Conſul Kirke's 
two Letters of the 22d May and 2o:h June, 1766, with the Inc loſures. 


et 


J This ſhews the greateſt Malevolence in the Commodore by going ſo far out of his 
road, the Admiralty being the only proper place for him to have applied to, and their 
Lordihips to the Secretary of State in behalf of their Officer, provided there had appeared 
any reaſonable foundation for the com plaint exhibited z and even in that caſe; it has ever 
been cuſtomary to ſend a Copy of the Cemplaint to be anſwered before the Party is re- 
called co auſwer in : ns 


: | | | Extra#. 
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= (6); 


Patras of 4 Letter from Commodore Harriſon to Mr. ste- 


phens againſt Conſul Kirke, dated on Board the Centu— 


rion art Port Mahon, the 23d April, 1766, inclgſed in 


his Grace of Richmond's Letter foregoing. 


« I PROFIT of the earlieſt conveyance to acquaint you with my re- 


turn to this Port from Alpiers, after paying my congratulations to 
the Dey upon his acceſſion to the throne, as having the honour to 


command in chief his Majeſty's Squadron in the Mediterranean Seas, 


who was pleaſed to receive me with every mark of reſpe& on ſo par- 
ticular an occaſion, After the uſual compliments were over, I 
thought it my duty to touch ſtrenuouſly upon the ſubje& .of the 
Florida Storeſhip, and how prejudicial the bringing her into the Port 
of Algiers might prove to the King my Maſter's ſervice, by rendering 
the ſhips in that part of America ſpe was bound to incapable of pro- 
ceeding to ſea for want of thoſe ſtores ſhe had on board v. The Dey 
ſeemed quite ſenſible of the error the Captain of his Cruiſer had com- 
mitted, and promiſed he ſhould be puniſhed with all the ſeverity his 
Britannic Majeſty thought proper, to whom he had addreſſed him- 
ſelf on the occaſion ; and that ſtrict care ſhould be taken for the 
future, to prevent any indignity or offence to the _ of Great Bri- 
tain's Colours, | 

% I am now, Sir (in robe of the Commiſſion I have the honon? to 
hold, and dignity his Majeſty has been pleaſed to inveſt me with, 
as Commander in Chief of the Britiſh Squadron in theſe Seas) under 
the neceſſity of laying before you, for their Lordſhips information, 
the very extraordinary behaviour of Mr. Kirke, our Conſul at Al- 
giers, which, if I were to paſs over unnoticed, ſhould think myſelf 
unworthy of that reſpeQable corps I have ſo long had the honour 


— 


* Conſul Kiike's Services then, on this occaſion, muſt appear to have been of the ut · 


moſt Conſequence to bis Country. 


+ This ſhews, the matter was intirely ſettled in Algiers long before the Commodore's ar- 
rival. 


Wh) then, endeavour to ſtir up new contention with ſo ticsliſh a State ? 
| . 6c to 


te to! 
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e to be a member of. Upon my firſt viſit to the Dey, I demanded as 
* uſual the neceſſary refreſhments I, my officers, and ſhip's company 
« ſtood in need of, who was pleaſed to tell me, in the Conſul's pre- 
* ſence, I might command whatever I pleaſed ; and believe, upon en- 
% quiry, it will be found, that from time immemorial the uzanza, er 
« cuſtom of Algiers, when a King's ſhip of any nation arrived there, 
© has been to ſend a general order from the Dey's houſe by an officer 
„ they term a Chaoux,,to paſs through the Port whatever her com- 
« mander thought proper, without nomination or limitation * ; but this 
« indulgence, rather let me call it right, Mr. Kirke has thought pro- 
per to put a ſtop to, by avowing that I ſhould not be ſupplied till he 
had received a liſt from me of the things I wanted, that he might go 
„to the Dey's houſe, and take out a licenſe for each particular ſpe- 
* cie and quantity; and if the liſt did not meet with his approbation, 
© he ſhould curtail ſuch part of my demand as might appear to him 


too large and unreaſonablet. This extraordinary requeſt, their Lord- 


ſhips will eaſily perceive I could not poſſibly come into. To give 
Fa gloſs to this pretext, he aſſerts, that it was ſettled between the late 
Dey and Mr. Clevland, That no one thing whatever, relative to 

the Engliſh nation at Algiers, ſhould be tranſacted, unleſs the Con- 
. I ful's particular approbation was firſt obtained ;?? this, I obſerved, 
„vas very poſlible in reſpect to the affairs of the nation in general, 
but I never could be brought to believe Mr. Clevland intended fo 
great a latitude to a Conſul, in preference to that corps he has fo 

long, and defervedly had the honour to be employed in, by making 
» him the ſuperior judge, what was, or was not, neceſſary for the 
King's ſhips to be ſupplied with, and ſubje&ing them, not only to the 
common footing of merchant-men, but a reſtriftion (if my informa- 
tion be right) no ſhips belonging to a crowned Head had ever expe- 


K rienced before. In the courſe of converſation with Mr. Kirke, I aſked 
if him in what light he looked upon me as commanding officer of the 


hm 3 


4 
, E + * . i * *. Gate if fa 'ÞS - a+» - ® .% -- 5 7 


_ 


No ſuch thing ever was, or ever will be whilft Algiers remains in the hands of the 
ks. Nay, the whole of the Commodore's Complaints againſt Conſul Kirke ara a 
IleQion of Abſurdities throughout. | | | 

| Abſolutely untrue, as no ſuch converſation ever paſſed. 


« King's 
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5 < cafion far, from going on board the Centurion, and why a particu- 
_ ©©lar licenſe, ſo derogatory to the reſpe& due to the King's ſhip, was 


' cuſtoms, which every nation would be happy to do in their own f: 
4 your. As I found how affairs were predetermined, I told the De 
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| 3 | | : wal 
4 King's ſhips in the Mediterranean; aſſuming an air of grandeur, he i eng 
& ſaid he was the greateſt man in Algiers, and was an Admiral 9 
& come there, nothing ſhould go to a man of war, but through him, 


Being determined not to give up this point, I waited fipon the 
«© Dey, and deſired to know why a ſtop was put to the things I had oc- 


* retu 
peo 
furt! 
' fere! 
dhe v 


quire 


& required ; when the Conſul, without giving the Dey time to ſpeak, ſhore 


% immediately replied, that nothing ſhould be ſpoke to the Dey but he th 
„ what he approved of; and if he had thought I ſhould have enteret 


| creta1 
c“ upon ſuch queſtions (which he proteſted againſt, as contrary to the ook 


* cuſtom of Algiers, which rather implies he came there with intent 1 
© to ſupport their privileges in preference to thoſe of his own nation by th 
« he never would have come with me before the Dey, who, togethe Capta 


' « with the people about him, it was evident from appearances, ha 12, oo 


£& been tampered with on the ſubje&, previous to this meeting, the bi: 
« being given in the Conſul's favor; which nobody will wonder at, 
4 jt opened an opportunity to the Algerines to preſcribe new laws an 


16th ( 
as Cor 
at Get 
upon 
of the 
her, tc 


« J could not poſſibly accept of a ſupply of refreſhments through t 
* channel! the Conſul whoſe ſuperior I thought myſelf) had not on whole 
« preſcribed, but inſiſted upon, and conſequently ſhould depart wifi and rec 
% out them; he replied that we were like brothers, that he did as wel! 
« know from whence thoſe miſunderſtandings aroſe; and wiſhing upon tl 
*< an exceeding good voyage, ſaid, he ſhould write to his Majeſty u might b 
4 on this ſubjectt, whoſe equitable inſtructions and commands, wiiYdant of 
40 may reſult from the difference of opinion between me and Mr. Kirk an Eng 
« will eſtabliſh an unerring rule for his Officers and Conſuls to govluch co 
* themſelves by, with equal propriety and * to his Majeſty's off prize, i! 
* nity as for the nation's intereſt. rent a p 

4] am further to acquaint you, Sir, while I was in the Road of! 
4 giers, a veſſel was brought in by one of their eruizers under Eng! 
* colours; Mr. Kirke being then on board the Centurion, I defired 


— 


Read the 
See Mr. 


1 Read the Der” s Letter to the King, 0 of the wow Mar, 1760 8 (C) pas 
: : « yo 
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would ſend his Drugoman in the boat with one of my officers to 
: enquire into the circumſtances of her being taken. The officer ſoon 
returned, and told me, he could not obtain the leaſt reply from the 
people on board to any queſtion he aſked, I was then entering into a 
further diſcourſe upon this head, when Mr. Kirke, with as little de- 
ference to the officer, as politeneſs to the gentleman at whoſe table 
che was fitting, abruptly told me, it was not a matter of mine to en- 
quire into; that he ſhould colle& the particulars upon his going on 
ſhore, and ſhould, or ſhould not, make me acquainted with them as 
he thought proper, as his duty was only to correſpond with the Se- 
cretary of State; but I muſt do Mr. Kirke the juſtice to ſay he was 
ſo obliging afterwards, in conſequence of a letter I wrote him, to in- 
form me || (in order to ſhew his attention to his Majeſty's ſervice) that 
by the papers found on board the veſſel ſpoken of, it appeared that 
Captain Giacomo Mantica, borrowed of Mr. Caſtagnola in Genoa, 
12,009 livres, in order to purchaſe a veſſel, which he freighted the 
16th October to Don Luigi Martine de Baltram, in the name, and 
as Commiſſary of his Catholic Majeſty's armies, and his Treaſurer 
at Genoa, to go to Palermo for orders where to proceed to load Corn 
upon the Coaſt of Sicilly, and carry to Spain; who on finding one 
of the Algerine cruiſers nearing her very faſt, all the people quitted 
her, took to their boats, and got clear off; but notwithſtanding the 
whole appeared ſo clear, he (Mr. Kirke) had waited upon the Dey, 
and requeſted, that all the papers found on board might be preſerved, 
as well as the veſſel, and an exact account taken of the cargo, leſt 
upon the coming in of the next veſſels from Gibraltar or Mahon, ſhe 
might be claimed. This the Dey faithfully promiſed, and the Inten- 
dant of the Marine three times apologized for their cruiſer hoiſting 
an Engliſh Jack, notwithſtanding it is uſual for them to do ſo by 
ſuch colours as they find on board the veſſel they bring in; and this 
prize, it 1s preſumed, had thoſe colours on board, if poſſible to pre- 
rent a purſuit®, 


_—_ _ — 2 


Read the Extract of Conſul Kirke's Letter on this ſubject, Appendix, page 21. 
See Mr. Kirke's anſwers to the above, Appendix (Q and (R) pag. 63, &c. 
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Extract of Commodore Harriſon's ſecond Letter of Complaint 
against Conſul Kirke, dated Centurion, Port Mahon Har- 
bour, 187 June, 1766, and directed to Mr. Secretary 
Conway, which was delivered io Mr. Kirke by Mr. (now 
Sir Richard) Sutton in the Secretary of State's Office, ſoon 
after Mr. Kirke's Arrival from Algiers, VIZ. on the gh 

November, 1767. 
I NOW find myſelf under the neceſſity of laying before you, Sir 


the contemptuous treatment I have too often experienced from Conſu 


Kirke, which nothing but my conſideration for his family prevente 
*© me from doing long ago, and only a repetition of his impertinence 


* could induce me to have undertaken ; at the ſame time being oblige 


© to ſay, Sir, that had it not been more out of reſpect to his Majeſty 
6 Commiſſion, than the perſon of the man inveſted with it, I ſhou! 
% have thought it an everlaſting reflexion upon my honour, as an office 
« and a gentleman, if I had omitted chaſtiſing him for his opprobrn 
«* ous treatment, the veracity of which (ſhould there be occaſion) 
5 can fully demonſtrate vs Ta Sir, from the teſtimony of Captai 
«© Gower of the olus, my own Officers, and ſeveral Gentlemen 0 
e the Garriſon of Minorca, who at times do me the pleaſure of thei 
* company in making little tours to the ſeveral parts of the Mediter 
© ranean the ſervice has occaſion to call me to; but I hope my vu 
of honour will alone be held by you, Sir, a. /ufficient. evidence to th 
* truth of theſe aſſertions. Mr. Kirke, Sir,- was brought up &@ J 
« gious limb of the laaut, and values himſelf upon having practiſ 


This illiberal attack on the profeſſion of the law in general, thraugh the perſon of M 
Kirke, bringy to his mind a circumſtance; which happened in the year 1746, when aa 
conſiderate reftexion of the ſame nature was caſt on the late Lord Chief Juſtice Wil 
who, at that time, ſo worthily preſided in the Court of Common Pleas; and though M 
Kirke entertains too high a deference for the memory of that-exemplary-Judye, to hi 
compariſon between him and himſelf, yer the ſtory appears throughout to be ſo ſimilat 
the progreſs of Commodore Harriſon's complaint, that he cannot help conſidering it 4 
caſe ſo very much in point, that he could not avoid anaoxing an extract of it at the end 
this Work. 
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his talents in that happy occupation with ſucceſs againſt almoſt every 
« man, that buſineſs or occaſion gave him any dealings with, even 
« againft the beſt friend he has in the world, to whom (to uſe his own 
« expreſſion) he is indebted for the ſhift upon his wife's back f ; and 
« has more than once found great pleaſure in letting me know, how 
© much he got the better in ſuits at law of three or four Officers who 
« now have the honour to bear high rank in his Majeſty's Navy. Par- 
don theſe digreſſions, Sir; I know they never can tend to influence 
4 or prejudice a perſon of your diſtinguiſhed underſtanding and candour 
Jib « for mankind in general, againſt the object of my reſentment, and 


— 


« far be it from me to mean they ever ſhould{|, I only propoſe to ſhew, 


di“ Sir, as far as I can, that Mr, Kirke's unprecedented rudeneſs to the 
Officer who has the honour to command in chief his Majeſty's Squa- 
« dron in theſe ſeas, carries all the appearance of intention to irritate 
„him td an unwarrantable act, and, through the iretiſtible force of 
*« paſſion, drop into the deſigned ſnare, and fall a victim with ſome of 
his brother officers to this law partiſan. 

* I ſhall now proceed to ſay, Sir, there cannot ſurely be a greater 
cel indignity offered to the King's ſhips, than an endeavour to put them 
„upon the common footing with merchant-men, who are obliged [to/ 
% apply to the Conſul at Algiers (in conſequence of an ordinance he 
„ has lately publiſned, which may be exceedingly right )- to obtain a 
« Tifcary, or Licenſe, for each particular ſpecie and quantity of pro- 
« viſfiens, &c. they are in want of“; and it will manifeſtly appear by 
ee what follows, the Conſul endeavouring at this point with men of war 
* (much in my opinion to the diſhonour of the nation) by aſking me for 
2 lift of the refreſhments I wanted, in order that he might go ts the 
Dey and procure a tiſcary to paſs them through the Port, notwith- 
el ſtanding the Dey had juſt before told me, in the Conſul's preſence, 
PI might command whatever I ſtood in need of; and I believe upon 
1 ſtricter enquiry it will be found that from time immemorial, the 
* uzanza, or cuſtom of Algiers, when a King's ſhip of any nation arri- 
* ved there, has been to ſend a general order from the Dey's houſe, by 
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} Too abſurd, in regard to his belt friend; and too _— as to his wife, to need atiy 
omment: . 

| The Reader will eaſily determine what other 5 if they were not deſigned 
d influence or prejudice. 

An invariable rule of the Place, that never was, 2 in all probability never will be 
ered, 
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« an officer they term a Chaoux, to paſs through the Port whatever be 
«© Commander thought pfoper, without Nomination or Limitation}: "Ti 
„ add to this very extraordinary behaviour of Mr. Kirke's, he had 
& [ muſt call it, the Impertinence, publickly to tell me, even to the laſt mo 
cc ment, that if I had given in a liſt of the things I had occaſion for 
« and in his opinion they appeared-too large, he ſhould curtail them a 


„ he thought proper. I ever thought it was the indi} penſible duty of 


4 Conſul to endeavour to enlarge as much as in him lay, the rights an 
« liberties of his nation“, rather than ſeeking ſiniſter opportunities u 
& reſtri& the freedom it poſſeſſes, eſpecially with the State of Algier 


„ to whom no point ſhould ever be given up, at leaſt, it never ſhall b 


% me, while I have the honour to bear his Majeſty's commiſſion. A 


© no inducement whatever could make me deviate ſo much from myſel 


% and the command I have the honour to hold, by acquieſcing with th 
4 Conſul's extraordinary requeſt of a lift or detail of the things I wanted 
© which after all was to be limited to his pleaſure; I waited upon th 
"= Dey, and begged to know why the bullocks I received on board wa 
ce ſtinted to a certain number, and paſſed by eſpecial tiſcary, or licenſe 
% and who had been the occaſion of preventing the things I wanted bein; 
«© paſſed the Port, when the Conſul (without giving the Dey time t 
«© ſpeak) replied, he had, and quoted that Mr. Clevland had ſettle 
with the Dey, That no one thing whatever relative to the Engli 


e nation at Algiers, ſhould be tranſacted unleſs the Conſul's particul: 
wy approbation was firſt obtained,” This, I obſerved, was very poſſib 
« in reſpect to the trade, &c. of the nation in general, but I ney: 
„ could be brought to believe he meant ſo great a latitude to a Conſ 
in preference to the corps he has ſo long, and deſervedly had the hc 
* nour to be employed in, by making him the ſuperior judge, what w: 
or was not neceſſary for the King's ſhips to be ſupplied with, an 
* ſubjefting them to a reſtriction (if my information be right) no ſhi 


belonging to a crown'd Head had ever experienced before. I ſtill wa 


EN purſuing my remonſtrances to the Dey on this head, being dete 


* 


T Totally contrary | to the fundamental laws of the Country, and —— all Deys take 
ſolemn oath on their acceſſion to prevent, 

* This was on all occaſions very ſtrictly attended to on the Part ef Conſul Kirke, wi 
© obtained what was never allowed the Engliſh, nor any other Power before, viz. a free Ps 
for the. King's Ship, which ſingular indulgence was ſoon pur a ſtop to by the Commodore 
own irregularities and lucrative proceedings, being totally contrary to the laws and cuſtol 
of Algiers, as will clearly appear on peruſal of this Caſe, 
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© mined not to give up a point the 1oth Article of the Treaty between 
Tg Great Britain and Algiers, ratified and confirmed in April 1686, 

gave me fo great a right to infiſt on, when the Conſul arrogantly told 
of me, Nothing ſhould be ſpoke to the Dey but what he approved of; 
or and if he had thought I ſhould have entered upon ſuch cloſe queſtions 
© (proteſting againſt them as contrary to the cuſtom of Algiers, which 
f rather implies he came there with intention to ſupport their privi- 
d“ leges, in preference to thoſe of his own nation) he never would have 
come with me before the Dey, who, together with the people about 
er him, it was evident from appearances, had been tampe d with on 
p the ſubject previous to this meeting, the bias being given in the Con- 
AAſul's favour, which no body will wonder at, as it opened an opportu- 
ei nity for the Algerines to preſcribe new laws and cuſtoms, every na- 
tu tion would be happy to do in their own favour, As I found how 
te affairs were predetermined, I told the Dey, as I could not poſſibly 
tu accept of a ſupply of refreſhments through the channel, the Conſul 
win (whoſe ſuperior I thought myſelf from the command I was inveſted 
nM witht) had not only preſcribed, but inſiſted upon, I ſhould depart 
in without them; he replied, by withing me an exceeding good voyage, 
et Tand faid, that he ſhould write to the King upon this ſubject“, whoſe 
tle <quitable inſtructions and commands, which may reſult from the dif- 
ſe ference of opinion between me and Mr. Kirke, will eſtabliſh an uner- 


Fol equal reſpect to his Majeſty's 5 their own content, and the 
nation's intereſt+, 


n{ufff + Conſul Kirke never attempted, nor ever entertained a thought about Superiority 2 
t this he knows, that his own Commiſſion was ſigned by the King. Nor had the Com- 
odore any Commiſſion as Ambaſſador, ſpecial Inſtruftions, or particular Buſineſs to tranſ- 
in Algiers, that ever came to Conſul Kirke's nom led The Reader is therefore 
ffter attending to the latter part of this very Complaint (in Italicks, page 63) where the 
ommodore is pleaſed to ſay, He was forced to write to Conſul Kirke before he could ob- 
wal in the uſual ſalute) left to form his own judgement of the Commodore's opinion on this point, 
* Rather a miſtake of the Commodore, The Dey's words were (looking up to the 
ather, the wind being then fair for the Centurion's ſailing for Mahon) “ Bono tempo, 
Signor Commodante ;** meaning it was fine weather for his departure, that he © wiſhed 
him an exceeding good voyage, and would write to the King,” &c. See the Dey's 
ter thereon, dated 2oth May, 1766, Appendix (C) page 6. 

2, VI Mr, Kirke, out of reſpect to the Corps Mr, Harriſon belonged to, omits the very ſe- 
ee Pre remarks the Dey made after the Commodore's departure. 


odore T No inſtruct ions were ever given Ccnſul Kirke relative to this matter, nor to any of 


uſtonſs numerous ſucceſſors, as he ever heard of, none, in his humble opinion, being neceſſary. 
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F 
4 J beg leave further to remonſtrate to you, Sir, that while I was in 
the Road of Algiers, a veſſel was brought in by one of their cruiſers 
ie under Engliſh colours; Mr. Kirke being then on board the Centu- 
c rion, I deſired he would ſend his Drugoman in the boat with one of 
& my Officers to enquire into the circumſtances of her being taken : the 
% Officer ſoon returned, and told me he could not obtain the leaſt re. 
1% ply from the people on board to any queſtion he aſked, I was then 
% entering into further difcourſe upon this head, when Mr. Kirke, 
& with as little deference to the Officer, as politeneſs to the Gentleman 
« at whoſe table he was fitting, abruptly told me, It was not a matter 
*© of mine to inquire into, that he ſhould collect the particulars upon 
* his going on ſhore, and ſhould, or ſhould not make me acquainted 
„ with them, as he thought proper; his duty in matters of that kind 
„ being only to correſpond with the Secretary of State, unleſs he found 
«© my interpoſition neceſſary; but I muſt do Mr. Kirke the juſtice to 
« ſay he was /o obliging afterwards (in conſequence of a letter I wrote 
% him) to let me into the particulars of the whole affair. It allo re- 
„% mains impoſſible for me, Sir, to paſs over unnoticed the laſt inſtance 
«© of Mr. Kirke's behaviour, when I went to the Dey upon the ſerious 
affair of the Florida Store Ship and Schooner, who took upon him 
c to object againſt my Linguiſt reading a Paper I had drawn up for 
* that occaſion to be read to the Dey in Arabic, the language he is 
< moſt converſant in, inſiſting with great vehemence (as a compliment 
« to my judgement) it ſhould be explained firſt to him, to know if it 
« was proper to read“: I replied, it contained the tenor of the King's 
« Command, ſignified to me, and if he underſtood Arabic or Italian 
which it would be explained in, he might inform himſelf of- the 
* truth of what I advanced, which diſguſted him fo much, that, al 


62 


— / 


Mr. Kirke did object to the paper's. being read, as he would have done to the reading 
er ſpeaking of any thing an the ſubject at that time, becauſe the matter had, been proper 
ſetiled long before the Commodore's arrival at Algiers; and for another more privat 
reaſon, which he did not then chooſe to mention, nor does he now. to infert here, by 
which he is ready to explain to any of his Majefty's Mizifers, who will be ploaſed tt 
hear, it; when it muſt appear, that the revival of that ſubject was (to ſay no worſe of it) 
moſt imprudent and impolitic Meaſure, 

N. B. For letters and papers relative to the diſcharge of the Florida Store Ship, ſee 
(DD near the cloſe of the Appendix, and Lieut, Deane, if alive. | 
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« though he was preſent when I took my public leave of the Dey, in 
* order to go immediately on board with intention to ſail from Algiers, 
« he left me in the ſtreet without paſſing the leaſt compliment, and, 
« forgetting all decency to my rank, ſuffered me to go on board with- 
« out attending to the falute always given to the Commanding Officer 
« of the King's Ships in theſe Seas, wed 1 was obliged to write to 
bim upon before I could obtain. 

* But it ſeems, Sir, all theſe circumſtances have proceeded from pre- 


„would be a means of his being called home, and that was all he 
„% wanted : that his ſalary was now but Z 480 a year, and when he 


„but that upon his return to England he was ſure of a better place. 
„Then from Mr. Kirke's plan, Sir, it is ſnl to behave ill, to merit 
E preferment : : excellent ſyſtem of politicks ! 5 


T 


N 

I. Kirke's Letter to the Right Hon. the Earl of Shelburne, 
| in anſwer to bis Grace the Duke of Richmond's Letter in- 
cloſing the Extract of Commodore Harriſon's Letter of Com- 
N e to Mir. Secretary Stephens. 5 


MY LORD, Caſtle Yard, Holborn, Lon December, 3 
IN anſwer to his Grace the Duke of Richmond's' letter, of the 
sch July 1766, incloſing the extract of Commodore Harriſon's com- 


- 


„„ ns EY —_ 


Read the Letters-on this ſubject, Appendix, page 2 5. 

No ſuch converſation-ever paſfed, nor could Conſul Kirke have conceived ſuch a thing 
his being called home could poffibly happen, without aſcribing to himſelf all that 
firength of imagination for which the viſionary and inſane are alike remarkable. His Safary 
* C. boo per annum, paid by the Treaſury; nor did he ever expect to make a Shilling 
ore, as he had the pleaſure of being not only known to, but had ſeveral converſations with | 
is predeceſſor the late Conſul Aſpinwall, before Mr. Kirke left England, 

4 Read Mr. Kirke's anſwers to the above, Appendix '(Q) atid'(R) pag. 63, &c. | 
plaint 


© meditated deſign: Mr. Kirke having publickly owned, he knew it 


came out he expected to make £.3000 per annum of his employment 3 
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| plaint againſt me, of the 23d April preceding 


againſt me. 


ting to the Commodore thereqn, the like would never happen any more; 
and out of a deſire of Seren 


any notice of theſe circumſtances to the Secretary of State, till my own 
vindication made it abſolutely unavoidable: and Igmuſt further obſerve, 
that when I was preſſed by this diſagreeable neceſlity to engage therein, 
the want of clerks at Algiers (where they are not to be hired at any rate) 
to copy all the papers neceſſary wholly to elucidate this matter, made it 
altogether impoſſible to forward thoſe vouchers at the ſame time the 
Dey's letter of the zoth May, 1766, to his Majeſty, was tranſmitted ; 
which I thought it my duty to ſend away by the very firſt veſſel that 
offered : notwithſtanding which, thoſe papers were diſpatched by the 
firſt opportunity afterwards, namely, on the 2oth June following; and 
che difficulty that too frequently happens, in conveying letters from Al- 


giers had been before mentioned to the Right Hon. Mr. Secretary Con- 


way, in my letter of the 21ſt April, 1766“. 

I am, likewiſe, ſorry to find, that his Grace apprehended, that the 
Dey's letter to his Majeſty had made it appear, his Highneſs's Prede- 
ceſſor had always acquieſced, in his Majeſty's ſhips enjoying the. benefit 
of the 1oth Article of the Stipulation with Algiers without Limitation ar 


ah ta 
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e See the Letter, Appendix (X) relative to the Florida Store Ship. | 
Kg ; Fee 


; I beg leave to obſerve to 
your Lordſhip, that although his Grace is pleaſed to remark, ** That 
„it cannot but appear extraordinary, I ſhould not have ſent home ſoon. 
er, an account of the difference between the Commodore and myſelf, 
* as it muſt have happened early in April, and my letter, incloſing the 
„ Dey's on this ſubject, is dated ſo long after :?? It will, as I humbly 
apprehend, on an inquiry into this matter, clearly appear, that the miſ- 
underſtanding therein mentioned, was originally between the late Dey 
and the Commodore, and that it began in November, 1765, by means 
of the irregularities then committed by the Centurion's people, which 
were afterwards the unhappy foundation of the Commodore's complaint 
But as (after having been ſent for by the late Dey on this 
occaſion, and been fully convinced of the impropriety and ill tendency 
of ſuch meaſures) I flattered myſelf with hopes, on my fully remonſtra- 


12 that harmony abroad, which I preſumed 
was the true intereſt of my King and Country at home, declined taking 
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Nelridtion; whereas, I humbly apprehend, on a reviſal of that letter, 
te caſe will appear in a different light. 
And as his Grace is likewiſe pleaſed to obſerve, that “ whatever 
might be the inducement of the preſent Dey to oppoſe the unlimited 
' privilege granted to the King's ſhips by this article of the treaty for 
the time to come; his Majeſty and his Miniſters could not but ſee with 
ſurprize, that I had not only ſubmitted to the new pretenſion the Dey 
© had thought proper to ſet up, but had even taken part with him upon 
the occaſion, againſt his Majeſty's Commodore; I cannot here avoid 
bſerving, that I never had a ſingle thought of taking part with the 
ey in this affair, further, than I apprehended the 10th Article of the 
reaty obliged me; as the truth and coincidence of the particulars I have 
t forth in my general anſwer to Commodore Harriſon's complaint 
gainſt me, will, I hope, make clearly appear. But, as I would by no 
neans treſpaſs on your Lordſhip's time, further than abſolutely neceſſary 
or my own juſtification, and as I look upon the principal charge againſt 
ne to be, that his Majeſty's ſhip Centurion, when at Algiers in my Con- 
ſhip; was not ſupplied (agreeable to the 10th Article of the Treaty“) 
with ſuch proviſions and refreſhments as that ſhip ſtood in need of; I 
umbly beg leave, in order to remove ſo ill grounded a charge againſt 
ne, to aſſure your Lordſhip, that I can by evidence make it appear, that 
n November, 1765, the firſt time of Commodore Harriſon's arrival at 
lpiers in my Conſulſhip, the Port was, by my application to the Dey, 
t the Commodore's requeſt, opened for all kinds of proviſions and re- 
reſhments whatever in the fulleſt and freeſt manner poſſible ; and like- 
iſe, that in confequence of ſo great a freedom (a freedom unknown, be- 
we) his Majeſty's ſhip Centurion actually received on board at the ſaid 
ort very large quantities, not only of live ſtock, but all. other refreſh- 
Nents, and alſo Barley to the extravagant amount of ſome thouſand buſhels, 
I am likewiſe perſuaded, on examining into this ſevere complaint, 
your lordſhip will find I never have interrupted the ſupplying any of his 
ajeſty's ſhips, when at Algiers; but, on the contrary, have at all 
imes uſed my utmoſt endeavours for their accommodation; in conſe- 
Juence whereof, the Centurion's people were not only permitted to 
urchaſe all ſorts of proviſions and refreſhments in November, 1765, 
ut even things contraband, and to take them on board without any 
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reſtriction whatever, till they had made an abuſe of that fiberty®'; when, And 
on a complaint being made to the then Dey by his ſubjects, it was foudd ed, th, 
neceſſary to put a ſtop to the Centurion's people purchaſing any more 
Grain in the market. And your Lordſhip will alſo find upon examina. 
tion, that a Mi/application was even made of the very things then taken 
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on board. 

And here I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that, with. reſpect to my con. 
duct in general, whilſt at Algiers, I was ſo far from governing myſel 
by my own private opinion, that, to the beſt of my judgement and abi. 
lities, I endeavoured to conduct myſelf not only by the Treaty, but alſo 
by the Directions I received from the Right Hon. Mr. Secretary Conway in 


oat it n 
a anſw 


his Letter of the 1 5th November, 1765, wherein he is pleaſed expreſ:\yiſf And h 

| to recommend to me, To ufe _my utmoſt endeavours to preferve the mity t 
6 harmony and good underſtanding ſo happily eftabliſhed betweet he 28 
ec Great Britain and the State of Algiers ;“ which I never could hopyif þ Pap 
to ſucceed in, by urging the Dey to meaſures contrary to the fundamer tifying 
tal Laws, or uzanzas, of his Country: as on my remonſtrating to the hum 
Dey on the 10th Article of de Treaty, which expreſsly ſays, © That if ſuppor 
& his Britannic Majeſty's Ships ſhall be in want of Proviſions, Victual i innoct 
4e or any other thing, they may freely buy them at the rates in the mar irg, at 
% ket;” his Highneſs declared, That that part of the Treaty never mean, that, 
that his Britannic Majeſty” s Ships ſhould take away ſuch large quantiti; poſlib) 


of Grain, or any other extravagant Refreſhments, to ell for Advaniay 
at Mahon, or any other place. 

And in juſtice to myſelf, I muſt beg your Lordſhip? 8 permiſſion to ob 
ſerve, that the whole tenor of my conduct, whilſt at Algiers, inſtead 
being in any reſpect prejudicial to the King's Service, was, in every re 
ſpect, as beneficial thereto, as the-cloſeſt attention to particular circum 
ſtances, with the moſt zealous, faithful, and «conſtant endeavours could 
| poſſibly render it; and that in conſequence of thoſe endeavours, ever 
advantage was obtained for Great Britain, that the ERC of Al 
giers would admit. | 


ght Hor 


Read hi; 


—_ 


* Read the Dey's Letter to the King, Au (C) page "2 
| + Read Mr. Secretary Conway's Letter to Conſol Kirke, of the 15th Novembet 
1765, Appendix, page 3. 3 
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, And now, my Lord, I fatter myſelf your Lordſhip will be wel! ſatis- 
ea, that the whole Complaint is of ſuch a nature, as to make it neceſ- 
ey, to call on Commodore Harriſon to ſupport his Charge agai«:{; me, 
Jaa thereby afford me an opportunity of juſtifying my Conduct, by pub- 
nickly ferting this matter in a clear light, And that your Lorſhip will 

» admit a Charge, fraught with the Ruin of myſelf and numerous Fa- 
-i), upon the Commodore” s Word of Honour only. And, as I hum- 
il; preſume your Lordſhip will think it neceſſary to inform yourſe'f of 
i: ſeveral other particulars ſet forth in the Commodore's Complaint 
ſMainſt me, IJ have taken the liberty to ſend herewith a xery circumſtan- 
inge anſwer to the ſeveral matters therein ſet forth, 
And here I mult beg leave to acquaint your Lordſhip, that, in con- 
0 mĩty to what his Grace the Duke of Richmond, in his Letter to me 
he 28th of July, 1766, was pleaſed to recommend, I have collected 
ich Papers and Proofs, as, I hope, will be found amply ſufficient for | 
tfying my conduct“. And therefore, I cannot but aſſure myſelf (and 
Ws humbly requeſt) that the Commodore may be publickly called on 
upport his Charge, to which (with my unhappy family) I have fallen 
innocent Sacrifice. The Proofs I have to offer for my Juſtification 
irg, at the ſame time fo eſſential to the Intereſt of my King and Coun- 
„ that, WITHOUT A DEGREE OF TREACHERY TO BOTH, I can- 
W: poflibly conceal them. I have the Honour to be, 
| My Lord, E 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, and 

Devoted humble ſervant, 


zht Hon. the Earl of Shelburne. | ROBERT KIRKE. 


Read his Grace of Richmond's Letter, A ppendix (N) page 51. 
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| Me Kirke's general Ae to the ſeveral Complaints exbi⸗ 
 bited againſt bim by Commodore Harriſon in his Letter of 


the 23d April, 1766, to Mr. Secretary Stephens, an 
alſo that of the 18th June following to the Right Hon. Mr 


| Secretary Conway. 


MV LORD, Ciaſtle Yard, Holborn, zoth December, 1767 
II is one of the greateſt ſatisfactions I am ar preſent capable 
receiving, after having been traduced and vilified by Commodore Hz 
riſon, in the moſt extravagant and injurious manner, by a Miſrepre 
ſentation of my Conduct at Algiers (in his Letter of the 23d April, 176 
to the Secretary of the Admiralty, as alſo in that of the 18th June f 
| Jowing to the Right Hon. Mr. Secretary Conway“) and my Employme 
itſelf [the ſtaff of life] taken from me in conſequence of it, to find n 
ſelf capable of invalidating the Complaints the Commodore has thaug 
proper to exhibit againſt me; being fully perſuaded, from the conſcio 
neſs of my own innocence, and the ſpirit of thoſe letters, which ſo 
verely reflect upon it, that when this whole Affair ſhall have been th 
roughly examined, your Lordſhip will diſcover nothing but ſcurrili 
inconſiſtences, and abſurdities at the bottom. . 

I am extremely ſorry to find myſelf neceſſarily obliged to treſpals 
your Lordſhip's time, by animadverting on any particular parts of t 
general abuſe level'd at my private Character (an abuſe which ſo mu 
diſcredits the Author) before I proceed to invalidate what more eſſe 
tially regards the honour of my Sovereign, and the public welfare; 
the tenor of Commodore Harriſon's Charge makes it unavoidable, 
declares, in the very out-ſet of his complaint, againſt what he is plea 
to call contempluous Treatment and Impertinence, that “ he can mi 
« the truth of it appear from the teſtimony of Capt. Gower, of 
«© ZEolus, his own Officers, and ſeveral Gentlemen of Minorca, whc 


. 3 


0 Read the Extract, Appendix (O) page 54, and ditto (P) page 58. | 
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& times did him the honour of their company in making little tours to 
© the ſeveral parts of the Mediterranean, the ſervice had occaſion to call 
„% him to;” but hopes his //ord of Honour will, atone, be held 222 
6 cient evidence“ by that Right Hon. Gentleman. But this part of 
the Charge, which the Commodore is pleaſed to call *© contemptuous 
„% Treitmen,”” I abſolutely deny. 


The Commodore then proceeds to load me with ſcurrility, and abuſe, - 
on account of the profeſſion I was brought up to, calling me a /itigi- 


1% ous Limb of the Law, and valuing myſelf on having practiſed with 
* ſucceſs in that happy occupation,“ reflecting, in that very expreſſion, 
ſarcaſtically, and moſt indecently, on the laws of the happieſt cauntry up- 
on earth, as perfons of arbitrary notions are too apt to do, Not content 
with this! my Lord, he proceeds to inſinuate, I have even valued my- 
ſelf on my Ingratitude to my beſt friend and benefactor; but as it is quite 
unnatural to draw an ill picture of one's ſelf, and ingratitude is, con- 
feſſedly, one of the greateſt blemiſhes of human nature; I leave your 
Lordſhip to ſmile at ſo groſs an abſurdity, without taking needleſs pains 
to refute it. If on any particular occaſion, the laws of my country had 
done me juſtice againſt my ſuperiors (of what rank ſoever) I had but done 
juſtice to thoſe ſalutary laws to acknowledge it. The truth, however, 
my Lord, is, that though the Commodor: has made me boaſt of three 
or four victories, over perſons of high rank in the Navy, I never have, 
as yet, tried any Cauſe at my own Suit, conſequently have had no vic- 
tory of this ſort to boaſt of, over any perſon whatever; though here I 
cannot avoid remarking, that if, over a friendly glaſs I had ever open'd 
my mind unguardedly on this, or any other ſubje&, and could poſlibly 
have made the boaſt I am charged with (as agreeable to the old proverb 


„ in vino veritas“ I might be ſuppoſed to do) yet, the retailing, exag- 


gerating, and perverting every thing drop'd at a table in confidence; a 
table, at which the Commodore whillt at Algiers (from the 13th N ovem- 
ber, 1765, to the 24th following) received daily the higheſt civilities, 
as it is a flagrant violation of the laws of hoſpitality, ſo, with the diſ- 
n it can never give credit to any man's Mord of Honour. | 
Before the Commodore takes leave of my private character, he is 
pleaſed to declare to the Right Hon. Mr. Secretary Conway, „he knew 
2 "ms digreſſions he beg'd pardon — could never tend to influence or 
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1 prejudice a perſon of his diſtinguiſhed underſtanding and candonr Gr 
* mankind in general, againſt the Oedt of his Rejeriment, and far 
was it from him, to mean they ſhould,” The frſt part of the Com- 
modore's propoſition, is undoubtedly true, that it never can :nfiuerce a 
ſolid and impartial underſtanding; the latter is, as manifeſtly, o:her. 
wiſe; © that they were not meant to prejudice z”” for to whit oth-- end 
could they poſſibly be ſent? The Commodore ſays Only to ſhew Mr, 
% Kirke's apparent intention, to irritate the perfon, who had the ho- 
*© nour to command in chief his Majeſty's ſquadron in thoſe ſeas, to 
„ ſome unwarrantable act; and from the irre ſiſtible force of paſſi. n, 
drop into the defigned ſnare, and make him fail a victim with. ſome 
« of his brother officers to this law par tiſan : : by a meaſure the matt 
cruel, and unjuſt, endeavouting, thus, to guard the weak ſide he con- 
ſeſſes; to guard (as already obſcrved) ageanit one who never, yet, had 
recourſe to any trial at law, in his own vindication; contequently, the 
whole of this ſeyere aſſertion immediately vanithes, . 

It is very hard, my Lord (as your Lordſtip well knows) for truth and 
innocence themſelves to prove a negative to a looſe and general accua. 
tion, rather libellous, than pertinent to any ſabject of complaint, pro- 
per for your Lordſhip's high office: and when a perſon goes without the 
pale of his ſubject, and commences hoſtilities wich another, by throw- 
ing defamatory Reflexions inſtead of coming to the point, your Lord- 
ſhip will allow me to ſay, it is both an angeweel and unfair way of pro- 
ceeding, and plainly implies a difidence of the cauſe he would main- 
tain, ; : 

The Commodore, at length, my Lord, think; ft to proceed to mere 
weighty concerns, by inſinuating 1 have offered an Idi nitiy to the 
«+ King's ſhips of war, and a Diſhoncur to the nation, by cadeavouring 
to put them on the common footing of merchant- men.“ The a fer- 
tion itſelf is abſolutely wrong; the nakcä truth of the matter is this, 
my Lord; that, in November, 156;, the Ern time of Commodore 
Harriſon's arrival at Algiers (in my Conſ#lſhip) the Port, on my ap- 
olication to the Dey at the Commedor@'s reque!t, was free and open 


Yr all kind of proviſions and refreſhmevts, without any Limitation, or 
Reſtriction whatever, and that the ſaid Port was fever before opened in 


- free, and ample a manner; and that his Majeſty's Ship Centurion, 
under 
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under the command of the CotnnioSorey during thaf period, actually 
took from the Port of Algiers, infinitely greater quantities of all ſorts | 


of proviſions and. refreihments (particularly Grain) than ever were taken 
before, by any of his Majeſty” s Ships in thoſe ſeas, or by the ſhips of 


war of any other nation Whatever: (but the application of the things 
taken by that ſhip is beſt known to the Commodore) quantities ſo exor= 
nous, as even to create a D atisfaction in the people of Algiers, and, 
in coniequence thereof, a Complaint to the Dey, that the Centurion's 


people were not only raiſing the Prices in the markets, but alſo occaſi- 


cning a Scarciſy of Grain, manifeſtly to the diſtreſs of the poor in Al- 


giers; and chat the proviſions, particularly Grain, were: not really in- 
tended for the aſe of the man of war, but to ſerve a private Purpiſe 


(contrary o the reſtriction men of war are under*, contrary to good Faith, 

and manifeſtly to the Diſtencur of our own nation) on all which I ver- 
hally remonſtrated to the Commodore; but, forry I am to ſay, without 
ay eſfect whatever: the reality of which verbal remonſtrance will clear- 
y appear, by my letter of the 16th April, 1766+, which I found myſelf 


under the diſagreeable neceſſity of writing to the Commodore afterwards | 


(2 copy of which letter, I tranſmitted to the Right Hon. Mr. Secretary 


onway in my letter to him of. the zoth June following). Soon after 
nich, namely, on the 25th of the ſame November, the Commodore 


filed for Mahon; and on the 27th following, the Dey ſent for me (as 
nl appear by my regiſter) and remonſtrated on the conduct of Com- 
nodore Harriſon, and the Centurion's people, in taking away from 
viers ſuch large quantities of Grain, aſſuring me, that the like ſhould: 
ever more be permitted: when I aſſured him, I would uſe my beſt en- 
eavours to prevent any Irregularities happening in future. But as the 
ommodore has, without any juſt ground whatever, complained againſt 
de, for taking meaſures prejudicial to his Majeſty's ſervice, by depriv - 
z his Majeſty's ſhips of the benefit of Provifions and Refreſhments, he is 
leaſed to aſſert they were intitled to receive at Algiers, by virtue of the 
eaty ſubſiſting between Great Britain and that State ; all which I de- 
7 yet, admitting the faQts to he as en wa the Comes 


* See the A latmufions s on that head, 
i Read Conſul Kirke's Letter to Commodore. Harriſon „ Appendix (No. II) page 18. 
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I .humbly pray, in order to my more effectual juſtification, that the 


Commodore may be particularly called on, to ſet forth, what e the 95 
vaſt quantities of proviſions in general, Grain in particular, taken on "ths 
board the Centurion, were really applied to, 3 be ul 

The ſecond time the Centurion, Commodore Harriſon, anchored in houſe 


Algiers Bay in my Conſulſhip, was on the 11th April, 1766. On the Icomn 
12th, the Purſer, Mr. Lawrence, ſent off ſome Bullocks, having taken cers, © 
(unknown to me) my Drugoman to paſs the ſame. On the 13th, I dined ie [t] 
on board the Centurion, by particular invitation of the Commodore, (zach 
| who returned with me, in the evening to my houſe, as uſual*. On the the ap 
14th, the Commodore told me, that 5O Bullocks were wanting for the Wrpeate 
Centurion; whereupon, I directed my Drugoman to go immediately to ſnow t 
the Dey's houſe, and requeſt the fame; but the Drugoman then obſerving orant 
to me, that ſeven had been paſſed the day before, and that 50 was too It; aſſi 
great a number to requeſt, at once, for a ſingle ſhip, J told the Commo- I the 

dore what the Drugoman ſaid to me; at the ſame time ordering the Dru- Nonſequ 
goman to go on the meſſage directed, who went accordingly ; but on his Ns the e 
return, obſerving the Commodore mounted, on whom he was to attend nd app 
during & hunt the Commodore was about to take, the Drugoman, with-Me look: 
out coming to deliver an anſwer to me, got on his Mule, and rode beforeWited in 
the Commodore, according to the cuſtom of the country. On the 15th, ey I w 
the Maſter of the Centurion came to my houſe, and defired I would ſeniMq on 

to the Dey for leave for him to take on board 22 bags of I hear, which 


on 
he told me was Hor ped by his Highneſs's guards at the gates; to which High 
I replied, I could not poſſibly heip it, or do any thing in the matter, till. ſt ock 
the Commodore's return rom his hunt; not having as yet been ac-M.,,, 
quainted, what quantity himſelf and officers might have occaſion for... 
Upon which the Maſter left me, ſeemingly much diſſatisfied, Th need c 
Commodore's Steward preſently afterwards came to me, ſaying, how res to 
see the Commodore? $ ohne | in the Extract of his Letter of Complaint, dated 2; Fury p. 
April, 1766, to Mr. Secretary Stephens, for their Lordſhip's information, Appendi hrugomai 
page 56, (““ I am farther,” & c. &c.) when, ſuppoſing that part of the complaint to bſoned ; b 
well founded, the Reader will judge what ought to be conceived of the Perſon who cou ommodo 
be ſuppoſed to receive ſuch InCignities at his own table, as the Commodore ſo loudly con 


| turn f. 
plained of, and af erwards tame ly to return to the hoſpitable Roof of the very Man, » . BY 


had, juſt before, behaved to him in ſo ungentteman-like a manner, However, the fe 
really was, that the chief of the Converſation that happened on this head was, in ch 
Terms, between the Commodore's Socretarx and the Conſul, and not between the Co 


modore * the Conſul. 


Read the 
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in want of Barley for the ſtock on board the Centurion. I replied, the 
Commodore had not mentioned it to me; and therefore I could do 
nothing in it till the Commodore's return, not knowing what quantity 


he might Rand in need of. Soon after which I was ſent for to the Dey's 
houſe, and told by his Highneſs, thar ſome perſons belonging to the 
Commodore, had been with his Drügoman, and ſome other of his Offi-' 


cers, to endeavour to obtain leave for paſſing quantities of Grain; that 
he [the Dey] on the firſt application had ordered 40 meafures to paſs 
each meaſure being about a buſhel” and an half Engliſh) looking upon 


me application as coming from me, for the Commodore's uſe ; but after 


, Wrepeated ſollicitations on the fame account, ſent for me as above, to 
\ Winow the particulars; and on my acquainting his Highneſs, I was ig- 
orant of the whole matter, his Highneſs ſeemed much diſpleaſed there- 
it; aſſuring me, at the ſame time, that he expected, that ſuch things 
s the ſhip might be in want of, and which, being contraband, would 
onſequently be ſtopped by his guards at the gates, ſhould, agreeable 
o the eſtabliſhed uzanza, or cuſtom of Algiers, be firſt ſignified to him, 
nd applied for by the Conſul, (were it only to prevent Irregularities) as 


dey I would endeavour that all things ſhould go in their proper channel g 


pon recollecting what the Commodore's Steward had ſaid to me, that 
s Highneſs would be pleaſed to order ſome Barley for the preſent uſe of 
he ſtock on board till the Commodore's return, when I would en- 
cave, ur to let his Highneſs know the quantities of the ſeveral things 


| need of. When the Dey ſaid, Bono bono; and ordered 10 mea- 
nes to paſs accordingly. I then returned home, and made all the 
quiry poſſible, but could not learn who had been with his Highneſs's 
hrugoman, and Officers, to requeſt the paſſing the Grain before men- 
oned; but was apprehenſive, the requeſt came from the Maſter and the 
ommodore's Steward, Here the matter reſted, till the Commodore's 


- Read the 1 ey's Letter to the King of the 20th May, 1766, Appendix (C) page 6. 
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e looked upon the Conſuls as av/werable to him for whatever was tran- 
ated in Algiers, by any of their reſpective nations“. I then aſſured the 


nd on this his Highneſs might rely. I then left him, firſt deſiring. 


mtraband, that the Commodore, his Officers, and others might ſtand 


turn from his hunt, which was the 16th, when the Commodore with 


8 AE. Dee 
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his party, went to one Brown's, who kept a tavern there, whine (as! 
was afterwards. informed) the Maſter, Steward, and others, directly 


complained to.the Commodore, that they could get nothing on beard in 


his abſence, on account of the Conſul; and in conſequence of this ill. 
grounded complaint (Grain only to my knowledge having been refuſed 
them) I ſuppoſe, it was, that the Commodore, and his party, declined 
returning to my houſe to dinner, where I expected them as nſual. Theſe 
repreſentations, together with the officers that were about him, working 
(as J apprehend) on his paſſions, by telling him, it was an indignity cf. 
fered him as Commander in Chief in the Mediterranean; and neither 


the Commodore, nor any about him (as I conecive) underſtanding the 


uzanzas, or laws of Algiers, and the Commodore himſelf, as I alſo ap- 
prehend, imagining, that the 1oth Article of the Treaty gave him fo 
great a latitude; and being diſappointed in ſuch his imagination, 

immediately, ſent-a ſervant for his trunk, and other things, and left my 
houſe. The 17th, I met the Commodore at the Daniſh Conſul's, where 
we all dined by invitation; I then told the Commodore, if he would be 
pieaſed to let me know what things he and his Officers had occaſion for 


that were contraband (ſuch as Corn, Barley, Hor/es and Mules) I woult 


directly ſend my Drugoman to the Dey to requeſt them. When thi 


Commodore replied, he wanted every thing; and that unleſs all hi 
wants were ſupplied, he ſhould go away without taking any thing fur 
ther. And on the 18th I attended the Commodore to the Dey's houſe 


when. ſeveral irregularities paſſed ; and upon the concluſion, the De 


told the Commodore he could not conceive how theſe miſunderſtanding 
ſhould ariſe, as he looked on the Engliſh and Algerines as Brothers 
but that he would write to his good friend the King of England, upo 
the whole matter; and wiſhed the Commodore a good voyage. Th 
particulars of this affair will appear by his Highneſs's letter of the 20 
May, 1766, to the King“, incloſed in mine of the 22d of the ſame month 
and alſo another-of the 2cth of June following, to the Right Hon. M 


. * 
ot „„ 2 tk. 2 18 . „ — 
— 


+ T his was the place of rendezvous, or magazine, where all the corn and barley that v 


| purchaſed i in the markets was depoſited before taken off by the ſeveral boats belonging 


the Centurion, 


* See the Letter, Appendix (C) page 6, T See ditto, Appendix (D) page 9. 
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Secretary Conway 4 (copies of which have been already tranſmitted) 


giving a circumſtantial account of this tranſaction, and which is alfo in 


part corre borated by the Commodore's complaint ſent me in his Grace 
the Duke of Richmond's letter of the 28th July, 1766. 

In regard to the Commodore's charge of a ſuppoſed miſbehaviour of 
mine at his table. (on the 13th April) where, it is to be obſerved he was 
| pleaſed to invite me to dine (being the ſame day on which a veſſel was 
brought into the Mole of Algiers, by one of their cruiſers, carrying an 


Engliſh Jack at her foreltay) I cannot chelp being greatly aſtoniſhed, at _ 


the Commodore's mentioning this circumſtance, ſince, it is certain, 
whatever words fell in the courſe of converſation, he was ſo well ſatisfied 
with my behaviour upon the whole as to return on ſhore with me, that 
very evening in his own barge, and go to my houſe ; where he did me 
the honour to be that night, as uſual; and the Commodore, in the 
ſame paragraph, does me the juſtice to acknowledge, that in conſe- 


« quence cf a letter he wrote me, I let him afterwards into the particu- 


lars of the whole affair” (which letter, I muſt here remark, was only 
wrote in anſwer to mine of the 16th April, 1766*, complaining of the ir- 
regularities that were again beginning to break forth; a copy whereof 
I tranſmitted to the Right Hon. Mr. Secretary Conway in my letter of 
the 20th June following+) and without which, it was 'my intention, 'to 


have informed the Commodore, as ſoon as I came to the true knowledge 


of them. 

What the Commodore is pleaſed next to charge me with of declaring 

myſelf the. cauſe of ſtinting the Bullocks that were had to a certain num- 
ber, and of my paſſing them by Tiſcary (to remark on it in the mildeſt 
terms) muſt ariſe from ſome miſtake or miſapprehenſion of the Commo- 
dore on the ſubje&, which will clearly appear by the evidence I have to 
ſupport the ſame. But I cannot relinquiſh this part of the complaint 
made by the Commodore, without again requeſting that he may like- 
wiſe be called on to ſet forth in what manner theſe Bullocks were applied 
to. his Majeſty's ſeryice ; the Juſtification of my conduct (which is the 


WK. — 4 . „„ » 7 SF * 2 - * F>3;% —— "Tr" "0" ” us ed. 


I See the Letter with Incloſures, Appendix (E) page 10, 
* See ſaid Letters, Appendix (No. II) page 18, 
Tt See the Leer, Appendix (E) page 18. 
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ſole Fascement of this requeſt) being eſſentially connefed with an ex- 


plication of theſe particulars, 

The paſling to Merchant-men by ſpecial Tiſcary, or Licenſe, things 
contraband and liable to be Nop'd by the Dey's Guards at the gates, 
which the Commodore aſſerts to be “in conſequence of an ordinance 
1 lately publiſhed by me (notwithſtanding it has been the cuſtom of 


* Algiers time immemorial)” i is clearly intended to induce a belief of the 


point, he has before thought proper to charge me with, as endeavouring 
at with men of war, and thereby offering an indignity to the King's 
Ships and a diſhonour to the Nation, being apparently blended with it, 
for no other purpoſe than to give colour to his next aſſertion « that! 
«© was endeayouring at this point with men of war,” which has no more 
foundation in truth than the former, as will manifeſtly appear by a re- 
troſpect of that freedom procured them in November, 1765, already 
taken notice of in this letter: all, therefore, that the Commodore has 
advanced and jnſinuated of my being a fayourer of che Algerines in pre- 
ference to thoſe of my native country, falls, of its own accord, to the 
ground; and will be found, upon due examination, to be the plain 
effect of private pique, or ſiniſter views; the natural intereſt and amity 


of ſtates being (as I humbly preſume) evidently ſupported, rather, by 


meaſures of integrity and juſtice, than by thoſe of artifice and cunning, 

My interrupting the Commodore in his remonſtrances and telling him 
* nothing ſhould be ſpoke to the Dey but what I approved of,” is like- 
wiſe much miſrepreſented, I only | took notice to the Commodore, as | 
apprehended my duty required (not imagining when I was ſent to Al- 
giers as an agent, I could be intended for a cypher only) that the Con- 
ſul was the proper channel for negotiations to paſs through, more eſpe- 


__ cially thoſe relative to the fundamental laws and cuſtoms, not only of 


my own country, but likewiſe of the place I reſided 3 in, which being 
my immediate duty to ſtudy, I might naturally be ſuppoſed to be bel 
acquainted with; and the conſequence the Commodore too haſtily de- 
duces, of my preferring the intereſt of Algiers to that of my native 
country, is not only very unjuſt, but very unnatural, 

The Commodore next declares, © That as he found things predeter- 


d mined, he told 2 Dey, he could not accept of any ſupply of refreſh- 
1 ments, 
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« ments, through the channel the Conſul (whoſe ſuperior he thought 


« himſelf, from the command he was inveſted with) had not only pre- 
„ ſcribed, but inſiſted on:“ but, as the Commodore's command was of 
Wa Military nature, and my ſtation, as Conſul, a Civil employ, I know of 
no gradations of Rank ſubſilting between them ; but it is eaſy to account 
. for the Commodore's diſlike to the cuſtomary Medium of States, who, 
through the whole courſe of his letter, betrays- his arbitrary notions, 
and affects to ſhake a Rod of Iron over the Civil Power: notwithſtand- 
ing which, it is evident, from the Dey's behaviour. to the Commodore 
at parting, (as ſet forth in the Commodore's own Letter of Complaint 
» Mzgainſt me“, and alſo by his Highneſs's Letter wrote afterwards to his 
[ Majeſty thereon, in conſequence of what paſſed at ſuch parting) how 
e much his Highneſs was diffatisfied with the Commodore's manner. of 

acting t. And I muſt here beg leave to obſerve, that at the very time the 
commodore fo feverely complains of my offering an indignity to the 
King's ſhips, by putting them on the common footing of merchant-men, 

the Commodore himſelf had, in November then laſt, offered the very 


e MWndignity complazned of, by having permitted the Centurion to receive 


n board ſuch large and unuſual quantities of all kinds of proviſions, 
rain in particular, as even to excite a commotion in the people of 
lgiers, from an apprehenſion of ſcarcity (as before ſet forth) and a 
ealouſy that they were not intended for the neceſſary uſe of the Centu- 
ion's people; and if, during the Commodore's command, a limitation 
nd reſtriction unknown before was required, as the Commodore ad- 
ances (which I poſitively deny) it aroſe only from the late and preſent 
Jey's obſerving, that an abuſe unknown before (which alſo appears by 
e preſent Dey's Letter, already taken notice of) tending greatly to the 
liſſatis faction of the people of Algiers, had again made its appearance, 
the Commodore's attempting to extend the 10th Article of the Britth 
reaty with that State, to a greater latitude than the words (I preſume) 
ill admit of; which are, expreſsly, That if any of the King of 
Great Britain's Ships do come to Algicrs, or any other Port or Place 
of that Kingdom, they ſhall not be obliged to pay cuſtoms in any 
ſort; and that if they ſhall want Proviſions, Victuals, or any other 
thing, they may freely buy them at the rates in the market.” The 
ter part of this article can therefore (as I humbly conceive) be only 


Appendix, page 56, + See che Leiter, Appendix (C) page 6, 
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extended to, hae Ships of War may poſſibly be in want * for their 


neceſſary Supplies, and no further; any thing beyond this (in favour.cf 1 
illicit commerce) mutt certainly be an PUN 5g of the Treaty; and while 5 
the 


I was endeavouring to ſerve my Royal Maſter, and not only to ſupport 
the Honour of my Sovereign, but alſo the Credit of the Nation, it wa Par 
impoſſible to vindicate Meaſures prejudicial to both. 23d 
But as the Commodore is pleaſed to aſſert, that while he was pur - comp 
% ſuing his Remonſtrances to the Dey, I proteſted againſt his coming tog ver 


* cloſe queſtions, as contrary to the Cuſtom of Algiers ;** I-cannot ſay{ctter 
J underſtand the Commodore's meaning: but 1 do admit, that I did pro. Nobtai. 
teſt, as well againſt the Conduct of the Commodore, as alſo againſt thaYLingr 
of the Officers then with him, on this occaſion, being, as I though fon, 
quite irregular, as will appear, not only by the Dey's Letter, of the 2oiiFfiſting 
May, 1766, to his Majeſty, but alſo by mine, of the 2oth June follouſſis gre: 
ing, to the Right Hon. Mr. Secretary Conway, giving an account Mtween 


that tranſaction“. And as the Commodore, immediately afterwardthe C 
charges me (to uſe his own words) upon ** appearances only, wi Hebre 
* tampering with the Dey, together with the people about him, iRafterw: 
% oppoſition to the intereſt of my own nation,” I poſitively deny HIL ſhoul 

ſame; as I likewiſe do, that any Bias was by them given in my favouplied, 
| but that the Commodore's mind ſhould ſuggeſt a ſuſpicion of this kinWthat he 
| will, I-perſuade myſelf, appear nothing ſtrange, as it will come out, M did n. 
evidence, that the Commodore himſelf, and alſo Mr. George Lawrenremark 
his Purſer, ſent divers Preſents to the Dey and thoſe about him, wiiMnot had 
preſents were duly delivered accordingly. ; | eery m- 
The Complaint of the Commodore touching my behaviour on tained 4 
ſerious Affair of the Florida Store Ship and Schooner, when he-was (my Ro! 
at Algiers in June, 1766, being of a two-fold nature, I muſt;anſwerſſſÞecretar 
in its reſpective branches; after having, in the firſt place, obſervSniſhed. ] 
that the Commodore is pleaſed to take to himſelf (in his Letter of on a ſu 
2 3d April, 1766, to the Secretary of the Admialty) the merit of 1Fpower, ; 
ing obtained Satisfaction of the Dey for Benzerzo Rais's Miſbehaviſſſtte offer 
the particulars of which tranſaction I had imparted to ee in conveſthe latte 


4 See the Letters, Appendix (C) page 6, and Appendix (E) page 10. 7 See tl 
+ See the Extract, Appendix (O) page ,54+ See the Letter relative to the Fi e © 
Storeſhip, Appendix (X). 5 
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tion be fore his ſailing from Algiers on the 18th of that Month (as well 
:5 communicated to the Right Hon. Mr. Secretary Conway in mine of 
the 211t of the ſame). , The truth of this obſervation will evidently ap- 
pear from the face of the Commodore's letters, by comparing that of the 
z3d April, 1766, with that of the 18th June followingt, wherein he: 
complains of my impertinence, on his applying to the Dey upon this 
yery account; for it is abſurd to ſuppoſe, he would, at the time the laſt: 
ſetter mentions, have applied to the Dey on a ſubject, wherein he had 
obtained redreſs of him before. As to my objecting to the Commodore's 
Linguift*s reading a Paper the Commodore had drawn up for that occa- 
fon, in order to its being explained to the Dey in Arabic; and, my in- 
fiſting, with great vehemence, it ſhould be explained firſt to myſelf: it 


Wis greatly miſrepreſented ; but I do admit, that, aſter what paſſed be- 


tween the Commodore and myſelf in going up to the Dey's houſe, ſeeing 
the Commodore put into his Interpreter's hand, a Paper, wrote on in. 
Hebrew characters, and in the Spaniſh Language (as my Interpreter: 
afterwards informed me) I told the Commodore, that, if he pleaſed, 
I ſhould be glad to know what that paper was: but the Commodore re- 
plied, That was not my buſineſs; and that he ſuppoſed, I knew not 
that he had particular orders from his King; to which I replied, Indeed 
I'did not; but, if that was the caſe, it was very well. And I mutt here 
remark, that I ſhould not have ſaid even this to the Commodore, had L 


not had good reaſon to imagine the Commodore's coming was upon the 


very matter of Benzerzo's behaviour, wherein I had, long before, ob- 
tained from his. Highneſs all the ſatisfaQtion imaginable, on behalf of 
my Royal Maſter, as will appear by my Letter to the Right Hon. Mr. 
decretary Conway, of the 211t of April, 1766®, and therefore could have 
wiſhed his Highneſs might not have been urged with more ſollicitations 


{on a ſubject, in which he had already given all the Redreſs in his 


power, and on which he had declared himſelf even ready to take away 
the offender's Life, if his Britannic Majeſty required it. In regard to 
the latter part of the Commodore's Charge, of my forgetting all de- 
* cency to his Rank ;” I have only to obſerve, that I never forgot the 


PEE 


T See the Ex tracts, Appendix (O) page 54, and Appendix (P) page 58. 
* See Letter relative to the Florida Storeſhip, Appendix (X). 
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be publickly called upon, to ſupport his Charge againſt me (to which 
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reſpect due to him as an Officer. And here I muſt alſo declare, I was 
never given to underſtand by the Commodore himſelf, or any one from 


him, that, when he took his leave of the Dey, he was immediately 


going off, and intended no return on ſhore, or he would, undoubtedly, 
have received the ſalnte he complains was not paid him, till he was 


obliged to write to. me for it, which, on his ſo doing, was inſtantly 


given him, and which, had I been authorized to apply for, by a certain 
aflurance from him of his departure, would have been paid him before, 
'The truth of all which will appear, by the Copies of the Letters that 
paſſed between the Commodore and myſelf on this ſubject; and which 
T afterwards tranſmitted to the Right Hon. Mr. Secretary Conway in 
my Letter of the 2oth Jone, 1766, wherein I alſo ineloſed (marked 
No. FH) a general narrative of this AﬀairÞ, 

Upon the whole, my Lord, I cannot avoid mentioning to your Lord- 
ſhip, that I am pierced to the Soul (even while my Conſcience acquits 
me) to find my beſt endeavours to eultivate, on the firm footing of ſtri& 
juſtice and equity, a good Harmony between the Kingdom of Great 


Britain and State of Alpters ; where, I humbly conceive, it manifeſtly 


fubiſted during my Reſidence there; ſo cruelly mifconſtrued, as to re- 
preſent me a ſupporter of the Privileges of Algiers, in preference to thoſe 
of my native Country ; a moſt extraordinary ſuppoſition indeed ! but an 
attention to the Circumſtances of this Affair, together with an inſpec- 
tion of the Copy (now in my Cuſtody) of the Regiſter kept in the Office 
of Cancellarea, at Algiers, will fully demonſtrate, that in every Civil 
Matter, I have always maturely deliberated, and acted as the unbiaſſed 
force of Reaſon has fairly determined me. 

All I ſhall beg leave further to obſerve to your Lordſhip at preſent, 15, 
that, as his Grace the Duke of Richmond, in his Letter of the 28th of July, 
1766, gave me the pleaſing Hope of a public Opportunity to juſtify my 
Conduct, by recommending-to me my collecting ſuch papers or proofs, 
as might be neceſſary for that purpoſe“, and having now done the ſame 
accordingly, I therefore humbly pray, that Commodore Harriſon may 


— 


— — 


+ See the Letter, Appendix (E) page 10, and No. III. page 22. 
® Read the Letter, Appendix (N) page $1. 
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Charge, I, with a numerous family, have hitherto fallen a ſacrifice). 


And this I more earneſtly entreat, as, I humbly hope, the ſeveral Proofs 
] have to offer-in my. Juſtification, will not only ſerve to manifeſt my 


innocence in every particular the Commodore has thought proper to ad- 
vance, upon his Word of Honcur, but are in themſelves fo eſſential _ 
to the intereit of my King and Country, that, WIr Hour A DEGREE OF. 


T8EACHERY TO BOTH, I cannot poſſibly conceal chem. 

I beg your Lordſhip's pardon, for the prolixity of this letter (which a 
caſe ſo intereſting and affecting has neceſſarily compel'd me to) and the 
trouble herein unavoidably given your Lordſhip, by, 

My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, and 


devoted humble ſervant, 


The Right Hon, Earl of Shelburne, | ROBERT KIRKE. 


(8) 
Ertract of Late of Complaint againſt Conſul Kirke from 
Lieut. Governor Johnſton to the Earl of Shelburne, dated 
Mahon, June 29, 1767. 


« I TAKE the firſt opportunity of tranſmitting to your Lordſhip a 
« diſpatch which I received a few days ago from Mr. Sampſon from Al- 
* giers, where I find, from Commodore Spry, and ſome officers that 
„were with him, that Mr. Kirke, by his intrigues, and preſents, has 
* contrived to prepoſſeſs the Dey and his Miniſters ſo much in his fa- 
« vour, that Mr. Spry met with infinite difficulty in prevailing upon 
„the Dey to allow Mr. Sampſon to act, till the arrival of Mr. Fra- 
* zer®, which I believe the Commodore has promiſed ſhall be in three 
months; but as both theſe gentlemen will doubtleſsly give your Lord- 
* ſhip a much fuller and diſtincter account of all theſe tranſactions, I 


1— 


— 
i 


* Why ? becauſe his Excellency, Mr. Spry, introduced Mr. Sampſon as FULL Coxsur, 
who was without any commiſſion to authorize ſuch a proceeding» And when the uſual and 
cuſtomary Conſulary Preſents were demanded and refuſed, theſe, added to many other as 


Jure tops AND WISE n.. brought on all the Miſchief complained of. | 
| „ ſhall 
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by ſettling a certain number of licenſes, to be granted yearly for that 


66 cloſed Affidavit and Proteſt, which was preſented me by one of the 


«cc duce. ”” 
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e ſhall not trouble your Lordſhip any more about them; dut only ob- 


* ſerve to your Lordſhip, that I believe it paſt a doubt, that Mr. Kirke 
« has, from private views and piques, greatly prevented this Iſland from 
& receiving the ſupplies ſo neceſſary for the ſubſiſtence both of bis Ma- 
&* ;efty's Troops and ſubjects in it“; and which I foreſee, except your 
“ Lordſhip is ſo good as to intereſt yourſelf in the manner you ſhall 


* think moſt proper, either by obtaining from the Dey a Port where Br 
«© Veſlels from this Iſland may at all Times export Corn or Cattle, or Br. 
ene 


1% purpoſell, that we ſhall be much diſtreſſed here before the winter 1s - P 85 
* over, as our crop has turned out but badly. aptiſ 


« I muſt beg leave further to trouble your Lordſhip with the in— 2 wo 
| place, 


Troops 
Corn; 

tion fr 
anothe; 
luperſe 
ders, th 


*« owners of Netto's veſſel, which is only one proof of many which 
*© might be given of what I have advanced above ; from which, I ſub- 
** mit to your Lordſhip what conſequence you may think proper to de. 


N. B. The above was delivered Mr. Kirke dy” the Office Keeper at 
Whitehall, 13th November, 1767, ſoon after his arrival from Algiers, 
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* Mr. Kirke now declares upon his Word (Hoxovx having already been prof 
tuted by the Commodore) and which he is ready to make oath to, that he never mad 
uſe of any intrigue, or particular preſents, other than the nature of his office required 
to prepoſſeſs the Dey or his Miniſters in his favour, or had the leaſt private vieuerein ſe 
or pique whatever, or bore the leaſt enmity to any ſoul living on the Ifland of Me 30th ! 
norca, being a place and people he never ſaw, or had the leaft connection what te ſtor, 
ever with: on the contrary, he did every thing in his power for their ſervice, and mott s teſtimo 
than ever was done by any Britiſh Conſul before his arrival at Algiers, and from no otheffed the! 
motive whatever than thinking it his duty ſo to do, for the Subjects in general of the Kinde to the 
his Maſter. | aches, 

{] Nonſenſical to a degree: no ſuch liberty ever was, or ever can be obtained, bein] N The ! 
contrary to the fundamental laws and conſtitution of the country. The Dey of Algiers nof®{equent] 
being the King of England's Vice Roy, for if he ns few, if any Poms would be carf*i9n appe 
ried in there. ne by pr 

+ Netto and his adherents deſerve the wall of puniſkments, as will appear by attend) Troop 
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13 The Proteſt of Juan Netto, Seniorf. 
: Britiſh Chancery Office, En Day beſore us, James Sampſon, Eſq; 
. Algiers, 17th June, 1767. J his Britannic Majeſty's Agent and Conſul 
5 General for the City and Kingdom of Algiers in Barbary, perſonally | 
. Nppeared Juan Netto, Senior, Matter of the Brigantine called San Juan 
Baptiſta, of Port Mahon, and voluntarily maketh Oath and faith, That 
We was diſpatched by his Employers at Minorca for a voyage to this 
. place, in order to get à Cargo of Wheat for the ſupply of his Maje/ty's 
en Treops at Minorca, they being at that time in a very great want of 
b. Corn; and to this purpoſe was furniſhed with Letters of Recommenda- 
. don from his Excellency Governor Johnſton to the Dey, incloſed in 


other for James Sampſon, Eſq; upon hearing he was appointed to 
ſuperſede Robert Kirke, Eſq; as Conſul at Algiers, with abſolute Or- 
ders, that in caſe Deponent did not find on his arrival at Algiers the ſaid 


WY 


＋ The credibility of a narrative of any kind depends chiefly on two things, viz. The 
Probability of the facts related, and the Character of the witneſs or relator. In both 
eſe views, this proteſt muſt appear to labour under ſome diſadvantage. As to the facts 
rein ſet forth, they are.confuted, by Mr. Kirke's Letter to the Secretary of State, of 
ie 30th December, 1767, which follows this proteſt, And as to the Character of the 
teſtor, let the following Anecdote ſerve as a ſpecimen to aſcertain the credit due to 
ors te ſtimony. When Fort St. Philip was beſieged inthe beginning of the laſt war, he en- 
the ed the Fort with the Britiſh Troops, but ſoon afterwards found an opportunity of deſert- 
in Ws to the beſiegers, and informed them of the propereſt methods of making their ap- 
aches, | CE „ 

ein The King's Troops at Minorca were victualled by contract made at the Treaſury, 
nſequently this corn was only wanted to ſerve private purpeſes, though the recommen- 
tion appeared ſo very preſſing to obtain it, which, if ſucceeded in, muſt have been 
ne by proſtituting the King's Name, and ſetting forth the farving condition bis Ma- 
'y's Troops were in at Mahon, ſet aſide the Conſul's making great preſents out of his 
in pocket, and laying, not only bimſelf, as the King's Agent, but his Sovereign alſo, under 
> moſt particular obligation to the Dey, provided the favour could be obtained; but 
it, Kirke ſuppoſes, no matter to them which, nay, even at the eternal diſgrace of 
TS own country, or the deſtruction of the Dey, provided Corn could be procured. 
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new Conſul, or that he did not appear within three days after, he may to d 
do the belt of his endeavours to go the Dey's houſe, and in his preſence then 
to open Conſul Sampſon's Letter, and to deliver into the Dey's own iſ bein 
hands the incloſed directed to himf. That Deponent arrived at Algier; ſon | 
on the 13th of October, 1766, at fix o'clock in the afternoon, and be- liver 


ing very late and buſy in ſecuring his veſſel, and the gates ſhut, he Hig] 
could not come on ſhore, which he did next morning at ten o'clock ||; time 
and finding that Conſul Sampſon was not yet arrived, he went to Mr. nent 
Kirke's houſe, and delivered him (at Mr. Kirke's Requeſt) his Bill of there 
Health and Mediterranean Paſs, and upon Deponent being aſked, if he him, 
had any Letters from Mahon, anſwered he had none, but only tw !. t 


Letters for the new Conſul Sampſon. Mr. Kirke defired Deponent to mig 


deliver him ſaid Letters, to which Deponent anſwered, that he coul “t 
not comply with his deſires, being under contrary orders, and that he _— 
to th 


muſt obey them. Mr. Kirke then inſiſted upon the Letters being de.. 
Jivered immediately to him, and that if he would not do it, he woul: . 


keep him priſoner in his houſe until ſaid Letters ſhould be delivered toffff ere 
him “; and as Deponent denied it again, Mr. Kirke ordered immediate Seat 
ly the doors to be ſhut, and Deponent was kept there about two hour if he 
Deponent then propoſed, that if Mr. Kirke would conſent to his going anſwe 
he would bring ſaid Letters to him, but Mr. Kirke could not be pref ef it 
vailed upon to let him go; at laſt, Mr. Kirke himſelf went with Dept —- 
nent on board the Brigantine to ſurvey the veſſel, when Deponent offer + N 
| a MEL . refuſed 
+ Very noble and JjuDIious directions indeed ! A real Conſul on the ſpot to be look my = 
on as a Crynzxs only, becauſe Mr. Sampſon was expected, and, if he arrived ſafc * 

was only to act pro tempore, as by his Grace of Richmond's Letter, with which he v. 3 17 8 
charged. However, on the whole, it muſt be imagined, that Lieut, Governor Johnſto Jef y's St 
knew what was tranſacting, or had been tranſacted in the cabinet, far better than th ng not 
Privy Counſellors themſelves; for if the Governor's friend, Sampſon, did not timely 2 Pg 
rive to ſerve the purpoſe, then Mr. Netto was ſpontaneouſly to become Conſul bir RN. 66 
ſelf, and do the buſineſs, as ſuch, accordingly ! wards f 
Totally falſe : he having come to an anchor, early in the afternoon, and his vefſc! I Page 90 
fafery long before the gates were ſhut ; nor did he come to the Conſul's houſe till the (q $ Mr 
ſul's Drugoman brought him thither. | | an utter 
* The Letters ſent by every veſſel are always to be brought to the Conſul's houſe in the corn 


bag, there ſorted by his Vice Conſul or Clerk, and afterwards delivered by the Conſa the King 
Drugoman as directed; this is, and always has been the invariable cuſtom in Algiers. 
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to deliver him the Letters, but he would not accept themf. Deponent 
then acquainted Mr, Kirke with the nature of his Orders relative to his 
being charged to open the Letter in the Dey's preſence, if Conſul Samp- 
ſon did not appear within the three days after his own arrival, and de- 
liver the Governor's Letter to the Dey, and at the ſame time apprize his 
Highneſs of the want of Corn that bis Majeſap's Troops were in, at that 
time in Minorca. That three days after, viz. on the 17th October, Depo- 
nent, in execution of his orders, went to the Dey's houſe, and found 
there Mr, Kirke, who aſked him what he wanted. Deponent anſwered 
him, that he came in order to deliver the Dey's Letter that was incloſed 
in that of Mr. Sampſon, Mr. Kirke then ſaid to Deponent, that he 
might open the Letter, and as ſoon as it was opened, Mr. Kirke took it 
out of his hands, both the Dey's and Mr. Sampſon's Letters, and pro- 
ceeded directly in reading that directed for Mr. Sampſon, which done, ſaid 
to the Dey, that all that was in order only to deceive the Dey, by making 
it appear, that the Iſland was in great want of Corn, but in reality theſe _ 
were merchants tricks to get Corn and ſend to Spain, and put a 
great deal of money into their pockets ; after which, he aſked the Dey, 
if he would have the Governor's Letter read to him; and upon the Dey's 
anſwering Yes, he read over a few lines, and ſaid to the Dey, that all 
of it was in order to deceive him, and gave the Letter to the Chancellor 


* - tek Sha 20 — — —_ 


Þ Netto did offer to deliver the Letter directed for Mr. Sampſon, which Conſul Kirke 
refuſed ; firſt, becauſe Netto ſaid he was directed to keep it till Mr, Sampſon's arrival; 
and ſecondly, becauſe it was not directed on HIS MAI) EST YS SERVICE. 

4 The King's Troops were in no particular want at that time; if they were, why 
was not Conſul Kitke, or the Conſul for the time being, wrote to thereon on bis Ma- 
Jefty's Service? The fact was, it was meant as an idle excuſe, and to deceive the Dey, 
and not only a very imprudent, but very impolitic and improper Meaſure, &c. calculated 
intirely to facilitate the obtaining the Grain at any rate, in order to ſell to Advantage by 
thoſe concerned in the cargo, as will clearly appear by the Letter received long after - 
wards from Dr, Edward Clarke, ſecretary to Lieut, Governor Johnfton, Appendix, 
Page 90. 

Mr. Kirke has the Original Letter now in his poſſe ion, written in a language he is 
an utter ſtranger to, ſigned by Lieut, Governor Johnſton, with his great ſeal affixed to 
the corner, which letter Mr. Kirke has not as yet had any opportunity of delivering to 


the King, though earnefily requeſted by the Dey fo to do. 
| 6s 


——x — — AD ¶ woo 


— — IR — — — ——— ————— —————  —  —— — — —— ——C 


36 TY PE MN I® I Ae 

to read it over, which was done*. That there was George Tudury, that 
likewiſe came to deſire a permit to load Corn for the Univerſity of Ma- 
hon's Account, and ſaid, Mr. Kirke ſaid to the Dey, that he was of 
opinion, that the Univerſity of Mahon had more right to obtaining a 
Cargo of Wheat than Deponent, who, he ſaid, was of Merchants? parti- 
cular Account}, Deponent then anſwered him before the Dey, that 


| himſelf was the more intitled to a cargo than the Univerfity, his Corr 


Pang deſigned for the uſe of bis Majeſty's Trees}, The Dey then an- 
"winds, 


This is totally miſrepreſented. The fact was, Netto being told Conſul Kirke was 
going, or gone up to the Dey on ſome buſineſs, Netto followed, ſoon after, to the Pa- 
Jace, where he ſtood in the court yard, peeping up, which the Dey perceiving from the 
bow window where he ſat, aſked what that Engliſh Man wanted, poiatiog to Netto, and 
ordering him to come up, and then inquired his buſineſs 3 when, Netto fell on his knees, 
and put the Letter directed to Mr. Sampſon, incloſing Lieut. Governor Johnſton's to the 
Dey, into the Dey's own hands, On which the Dey inſtantly gave it to Conſul Kirke's 
Interpreter (now in England) who aſking what his Highneſs would be pleaſed to have done 
with ir, the Dey replied, Open and read ;. on which both letters were opened, and read, and 
then returned to the Dey, who gave them inftantly to Conſul Kirke, defiring, that directed 
to Mr, Sampſon might be given him on his arrival; and the other, from Lieut. Governor 
Johnſton to the Dey, he (the Dey) noft earneſtly requeſied Conſul Kirke to take home 
with him, and deliver it into his good friend the King of England's own hands, that his 
Majeſty might know in what manner he was continually teaſed and perlecuted for Grain 
for his troops, who were always repreſented as ſtarving, and alſo the means that were 
made uſe of to deceive him, and particularly that of Axing the w_ Seal to the corner 
of the Lieut. Governor's letter, &c. &c. 

+ The fact was, on the Dey's ſayi ing he did not believe any cargo could be ſpared, either 
for Tudury or Netto, but in caſe upon inquiry one cargo could be obtained, the Dey deſired 
to know of the Conſul which ſhould have it; when the Conſul requeſted time to inquire, 
which he did, and on being ſatisfied, he told the Dey at his next audience, that he found 
Netto came only with Licut, Governor Johnſton's Letter, wich the read Seal affixed, 
and that TuduryFame with the Magiſtrates of Mahon's requeſt, under their proper ſeal, 
accompanied with a Letter from the Governor, backing that requeſt. And that the Con- 


ſul was informed from the beft authority he could procure, that the King bis Maſter's 


Troops were vitiualled by Contract; but that the Magiſtrates found many neceſſaries for 
the Troops, oil for the guard rooms, and many &c.'s, and that therefore, it appeared 
to the Conſul, that if 'but one cargo could be ſpared, Tudury was of the two the moſt 
preferable. But that his Highneſs was the beſt judge, as he had been ſo long their neigh- 
bour, and my ſelf but juſt come into that part of the world, 


＋ Mr. Netto ſurely MEANT to 8WS AR for the private uſe of the Contractor for Vic- 
tualling His MA]IJESTT's Taoors, and thoſe ſo ſhamefully concerned with him, for 
whoſe 
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wered, that he'll ſee when the new Conſul comes. Mr. Kirke the 


4 the Dey's and Conſul Sampſon's Letters into his pocket. Next 


day, Deponent went to Mr. Kirke's houſe to defire him to return him 


the Letters, for he intended to deliver them to the new Conſul at his 


arrival ; but Mr. Kirke anſwered, that he would not return them by any 
means. Deponent then made the beſt of his endeavoyrs by talking to 
the Intendant of the Marine, and ſeveral Turkiſn Gentlemen, in order 
to intereſt them in his favour, and procure him a Cargo of Corn, appriz- 


ing them of what paſſed between him and Mr, Kirke, and what little 


effect the Governor of Minorca's Letter ti; the Dey produced, who told 
Deponent, to go to Mr. Kirke, and beg of him to give him the Governor's 

Letter, in order to be delivered again, becauſe it ſlipt the Dey's memory, 
and he did not recollect the contents of it, or even knew that it was from the 
Governor aſking Corn, aſſuring Deponent, that if the Letter ſhould be 


found to be from the Governor of Minorca, aſking Corn for the Troops, the 


Dey would immediately grant a cargo, becauſe the Dey was more willing 
to ſerve the Governor than the Magiſtrates f; which converſation was in 
the preſence of Aly Hogia and Regeb Rais. Deponent then went to Mr. 


Kirke, and acquainted him of what had paſſed, and very humbly begged 


to have given him the Governor's letter to the Dey, for upon his de- 
livering it to the Dey again, he certainly would ſucceed in getting ; 
but Mr. Kirke abſolutely denied it, ſaying that the letter was where it 
ought to be, and that Deponent never will ſee it any more; and as 
Deponent's employers at Mahon were informed, that ſaid Mr. Kirke 
was ſo much againſt Deponent, and his declared enemy for no other 
reaſon than only for having brought the Captain of the Port of Mahon 
to Algiers, with whom he had ſome miſunderſtanding, and hates him 


8 


whoſe Lucrative Views a Conſul Mute T BE SUPPOSED to be ſent to Algiers, and, in 
concert with others as TRAITEROUS as himſelf, to deceive the Dey by any means 
whatever, Which brings to Mr, Kirke's remembrance, Commodere Harriſon's own 
expreſſion, at the end of his Letrer of Complaint againſt him, to Mr, Secretary Conway 
(Appendix, page 64) * EXCELLENT SYSTEM OF POLITICKS !” | 
＋ Had the application appeared to have been on his Majeſty's ſervice, and that his 
Troops were in real want, certainly the Dey would (inſtcad of granting his permifficp to 
purchaſe) have given a cargo; a ſimilar, iuſtance having been the chief cauſe of I” 

Kirke's predeceſſor, Conſul Bruce, being recalled. 
| very 
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ſaid, that was very extraordinary, after ſix months he ſhould till pre- 


the promiſes he had from ſome conſiderable perſons that they would inte- 


= Read the account Alete to Alexiano, Appendix (w) when the Reader will judge 
For himſelf relative to this matter. 
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very much, to ſuch a degree, that every time Deponent was going to bone 


ſupplicate him at his houſe, he flew in a paſſion, quite out of temper ſim | 
with Mr, Alexiano for his having taken on ſhore from Deponent's Bri. ſſſthe a 
gantine ſome preſents he brought for the Dey of Algiers*. His Excel. ſpears 
lency Governor Johnſton wrote a letter to Mr. Kirke, ſetting forth to him ſbtai: 
their want of Cora in Mahon, direQing Deponent to go to Mr. Kirke Þ*nt': 
for the anſwer; but Mr. Kirke told Deponent, that it was not his buſi. Þ*2PÞ! 
neſs, and that he ſhould take care to anſwer the Governor's letter, which Nirke 


put Deponent to a deſpair, and wrote to Mahon again acquainting his ready 
employers of the bad propenſitf of Mr. Kirke towards him. His Excel. Hen“, 
une, 


lency then, and Mr. Forbes, wrote two letters in Deponent's favour, 
ordering Deponent to deliver them with his own hands, which he did, 
and the anſwer he got was, that he would do nothing for the Governor, 
Mr. Forbes, or any other, that ſhould intereſt himſelf in this matter in 
Deponent's favour, for his having brought Mr. Alexiano to Algiers, who 
ſpoke in regard to him with a great deal of liberty, Deponent then 


ſerve his hatred towards him, and if he is determined to regard for no- 
thing the Governor's letters, and not to have any pity on Deponent and 
the poor people of the veſſel, who have been obliged to conſume the lit- 
tle they could get, and their families ſtarving at Minorca, and is reſolved 
not to do any thing for him, he then begged that he would give leave for 
his Chancellor and Drugoman to go with him to the Dey's houſe, a 
Deponent was aſſured, that he would find mercy from the Turks, from 


L. 
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reſt themſelves with the Dey to grant him a cargo, in order to remedy Barb; 


the want complained of, and deliver Deponent and people from their 
diſtreſs ; therefore he only requeſted, that he would permit the Chancel- 
lor or the Drugoman to go with him to the Dey's houſe, that the Dey 


might know Deponent to be a Britiſh ſubject, and that he came from ? packs 
the Conſul; but Mr. Kirke perſiſting in his obſtinacy not to aſſiſt him, 5 ae 


told him that he would not permit it, for that he kept the Chancellor» Mr. ! 
and Drugoman only to aſſiſt himſelf and nobody elſe, After which De-Fnors Cy 
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ponent left going to Mr. Kirke's any more, as he was always ill uſed by 
im before other Maſters of Veſſels, and hoped to be better treated at 
he arrival of the new Conſul and Commodore; but inſtead of that, it ap- 
pears, that Mr. Kirke had ſo much influence, as to prevent Deponent's 
btaining a licenſe ; and as this conduct of Mr. Kirke has cauſed Depo- 
nent's ſtaying at Algiers about eight months, to the injury of himſelf, 
deople, and veſſel, Deponent therefore proteſts againſt the ſaid Robert 
Kirke, Eſq; for all loſſes and damages whatſoever, that have been al- 
ready ſuſtained, or that may be ſuſtained in conſequence of the ſaid de- 


une, 1767. JUAN NETTO. 
This Proteſt was made in the City of Algiers (where 
no ſtampt paper is to be got) in the preſence of 


Sh us, after being carefully compared with his 
wh original Declaration in the Minorquin lan- 
ho | h | guage, and faithfully explained to Deponent, 


by 


3 JAMES SOLER. 
nd . Os | | 


WE James Sampſon, Eſq; his Majeſty the King of Great 
ritain's AcenT and Consul Generart for the City and Kingdom of 
piers in Barbary, Do hereby certify, the above was executed“ in our 
reſence, in teſtimony whereof, We ſigned with our own name, and 


, 0 this 17th Day of June, 1767. JAMES SAMPSONf. 
Britiſh 


— 
— 


"Wes —"—_—_— 


7 All the ill uſage complained of proceeded from the Conſul's refuſing to urge the 

to come into Netto's ſanguine expectations, contrary to the oath the Dey takes on 

s acceſſion to the Deylic. 

* Mr. Kirke is inclined to believe, that the Reader will be of opinion, that if tha 

1oLz CLAN had been EXECUTED, it would not only have prevented much TR O u- 

Lt, but been a great SAVING to this Country. 

t James Sampſos, Eſq; never was his Majeſty the King of Great Britain's Agent 

ud and Conſul General for the City and Kingdom of Algiers in Barbary ;” read the latter 
tof his Grace of Richmond's Letter, of the 28th July, 1766, 1elative thereto, Ap- 

1en | ; pendix 


ention. Done in the City of Algiers in Barbary, this 17th Day of | 


SAMUEL MORRIS, 


uſed the ſeal of our office to be affixt thereto, in the City of Algiers | 


U U — — as. 2 — _— -- 
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Britiſh Chancery Office, 3 of Letter from Edward 2 
Algiers, 2d January, 1767. J Clarke, Eſq; Secretary to Lieut, opp 
Governor Johnſton, of Mahon; received this day by the Pol- 
lacca Sta. Catherina, Miquel Chafalano, Maſter. | 
SIR, Mahon, 29th December, 1766, 


L | | To. 
THE Governor here is very ſorry there ſhould be any cauſe ] 
of Complaint* ; but the Gentlemen concerned, on whoſe account two 
Letters were written and carried by Patron George Tudury and Patron 


Juan Netto to Algiers, directed to Mr. Sampſon ; theſe Gentlemen, Sir, 


would gladly know from you, why the firit cargo of corn was obtained 


for George Tudury, but the other refuſed to Juan Netto; as both car-MW 
8 y 
goes were equally deſtined for the uſe of the Inhab:irants of this Iſland, My 
pendix, page 53. However, this is not the firſt inſtance of perſons arrogating to them- 
ſelves authorities that never belonged to them, more eſpecially, when calculated to an J 


ſwer wicked purpoſes. But, perhaps, the Reader may thinkWhe uſe made of this aſſump 0 
tion ſomewhat fingular, when he is told, that Conſul Kirke had hardly ſte pt his foot out 


of Algiers, before the public ſeal of his office was ſolemnly proſtituted to ſanctify the 
| perjury of an infidious and diſappointed villain, ** Quis talia fand» temperet? The protel 
was taken on the 17th June, 1767, on which day Conſul Kirke embarked ; and thoug Lord! 
Netto had been in Algiers ſo many Months before that time, and might, had there been thi "IE 
leaſt ſhadow of a reaſon, have made his proteſt before the French, Daniſh, Swediſh ; 
Dutch or any other Conſul reſiding in Algiers, and cauſed a copy to have been delivere him : 
Conſul Kirke, the better to enable him to anſwer it, as cuſtomary in caſes of protel he ſay 
and though Mr, Sampſon was in Algiers 60 days with Conſul Kirke, and officiated in . th: 
office from the roth May, 1767, the day Conſul Kirke delivered up the office i in obedifY} ©* Al; 
ence to his Grace of Richmond's Leiter, till the 17th of ſaid May, the day he embarked] ©* wit 
and the day the proteſt was taken by Mr, Sampſon, yet the above proceedings wei“ ſon 
judged neceſſary ſecretly to be carried on, the more, if poſſible, to embarraſs Mr. Kir I hr 
on his arrival in England; as the above memorable Proteft, with the Extract of Lieu «« inti 
Governor Johnſton's Letter of Complaint which accompanied it (though not ſanctife . * 
with his great Seal at che corner) was not delivered to Mr. Kirke till after his at that of 
rival, viz, by the Office Keeper at the Secretary of State's Office, on the 13th af} 
of November, 1767, which ws the firſt notice Mr. Kirke ever had, that ſuch a piece 4 * 
machination had been formed againſt him. Notwithſtanding which, he flatters himſelf __ 
has fully and effeQually confuted the whole by his anſwer thereto, dated 3oth Decembe — 
1767, and directed to Lord Shelburne, which immediately follows the above proteſt, Fl + Cai 
* The Lieut. Governor muſt have ſtrangely forgot himſelf, or his Secretary been a (Fl LENCY 


falſe interpreter; otherwiſe, with what face could he ſend home Netto's Proteft, incloY the Mult 
in his own Letter of Complaint againſt Conſul Kirke to the Secretary of State, it the at 
gelation was a matter of fact? 


al - 
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Ser the 72% as much 3 as toe firſt. The Governor deſires you would 
ſend him one hundred quartera's of barley for his mules, * the firſt 
opportunity. 
I _ SIR, with great Regard, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


To Robert Kirke, Eſq; | EDWARD CLARKE, 


Mr. Kirke, late Conſul at Algiers, to the Earl of Shel- 
burne, Secretary of State, in Anſwer to Lieut. Governor 


Johnſton's Extract of Letter of _— againſt him, 
of the 29th June, 17067. 


MY LORD, Caſtle Yard, Holborn, zoth December, 1767. 
HAVING received, on the 13th of laſt month, from your 
Lordſhip's office, an extract of Lieut. Governor Johnſton's letter, dated 
the 29th June, 1767, to your Lordſhip, which mentions a diſpatch by 
him received a few days before from Mr. Sampſon at Algiers, whereby 


he ſays, *©* he finds from Commodore Spry, and ſome officers with him, 
„that by intrigues and preſents I had contrived to prepoſſeſs the Dey of 
e Algiers and his Miniſters ſo much in my favour, that Mr. Spry met 


with iafinite difficulty in prevailing upon the Dey to allow Mr. Samp- 


« ſon to act till the arrival of Mr, Frazer.” 
I humbly beg leave to auſwer, that the charge of my contriving by 


nei“ intrigues and preſents to prepoſſeſs the Dey and his Miniſters in my 
1 © favour,” is only the aſſertion of a fact exiſting in imagination, and 


that the inference drawn from it, of Commodore Spry's thereby meet- 
“ing with infinite difficulty in prevailing on the Dey to allow Mr. 
« Sampſon to act till the arrival of Mr. Frazer,” is, altogether, miſ- 


en 


— 


+ Conſul Kirke immediately complied with this very polite requeſt ; but x18 ExcET- 
LENCY has not as yet found it convenient to pay Mr. Kirke for the ſame, and he fears 
the Mules are dead 1INSOLVENT, 

. repreſented, 
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repreſented. The fact being, That Commodore Spry introduced Mr. 
Sampſon to the Dey, not as a perſon to act during my abſence, but as 
full Conſul, on which the uſual ſalute was demanded, and given accor- 
dingly. Soon after which, the cuſtomary preſents were demanded, 
This occaſioned the difficulties ſuggeſted to have ariſen ; whereupon, the 
Commodore then aſſured the Dey, that if Mr. Frazer, who was fixed on 
by his Britannic Majeſly to reſide as his Conſul in Algiers, did not ar- 
rive in three months, he (Mr. Sampſon) ſhould make the preſents uſual 
on the arrival of a new Conſul. 

Lieut, Governor Johnſton proceeds in the next place to obſerve to your 
Lordſhip, he believes it paſt a doubt, that from private views and piques, 
I have greatly prevented the Ifland of Minorca from receiving the ſup- 

plies ſo neceſſary for the ſubſillence both of his Majeſty's troops and ſub- 
jects in it. In anſwer to which, I flatter myſelf, I may, without vanity, 
aſſert, that I always exerted my moſt ſtrenuous endeavours to procure 
Grain, not only for the troops, but alſo for the inhabitants of Minorca; 
and that in conſequence thereof, many loadings were obtained for their 
reſpective uſes, as will manifeſtly appear, not only by the copy of the 
Clearance Book kept by me in the Cancellarea of my Office (in pur- 
ſuance of a letter I received from the Right Hon. the Earl of Halifax, 
of the 18th January, 1765, fignifying his Majeſty's commands to that 
effect) and the letters that paſſed on that ſubject between myſelf and the 
Lieut, Governor, but alſo by the letters from the Magiſtrates of Mahon, 
and their ſeveral grateful acknowledgments under their public ſeal to me 
thereon. And if my information be right, more Grain was freely ob- 
tained in my Conſulſbip, not only for the uſe of the Iſland of Minorca 
in general, but Gibraltar alſo, than was permitted to be exported from 
Algiers within the ſpace of /x Years preceding. And that all Grain per- 
mitted to be exported by the Conſuls or Merchants of any other nation 
whatever, nay even by the Turks themſelves, was obtained merely by 
dint of money and large preſents to the leading people. | 

And as the Lieut. Governor, in the next paragraph of his letter, has 
thought proper to animadvert on a proteſt which was preſented him by 
one of the owners of Juan Netto's veſlel, and which the Lieut. Governor 
has alſo thought proper to mention to your Lordſhip, as only one Pruf 
F many which might be given of what he has advanced, I am not a lit- 
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tle pred, a the tenor of the Lieut. Governor's letter, that he 
ſhould omit any the leaft Shadow of Complaint, that he imagined could 
poſſibly make againſt me. Notwithſtanding which, as he has been 
pleaſed ſo to do, it ſtill becomes indiſpenſably neceſſary for me to pro- 


ceed in my juſtification, -to what he has now thought proper to lay before 


your Lordihip to my diſcredit; and which I thall endeavour at, by pro- 
ceeding to give your Lordſhip a moſt exact and faithful account of the 
fats and circumſtances relative to the preſent accuſation, in anſwer to 
Juan Netto's proteſt, which is as follows. 

That on the 13th October, 1766, Juan Netto, ſen. Maſter of the 
Brig St. Juan Baptiſta, anchored in the Mole of Algiers, but never came 
to the Conſulary Houſe as he ought. On the 14th, in the morning, 
hearing nothing from him, I ſent my Drugoman to find him out, with 
whom he returned about 10 or 11 o'clock; upon my aſking Netto, If he 
had any letters? he anſwered ©** No, excezt for the Conſul; to whom 
I replied © 7 am the Conſul, and that I expected he would deliver the 
«© letters to me. To this he anſwered, with a ſneer, ** No, you are 
„ not the Conſul, Mr. Sampſon is Conſul;”” to which I replied, * There 
* was no other Conſul but myſelf; and that I infiſted on the letters 
e being delivered to me as »/ual.” I then aſked him for his Medi- 
terrancan Paſs, and Bill of Health; upon which he ſaid, be had left 
them on Board; I then told him, he ſhould not go out of my houſe till 
I was afſared of having his letters; not only to cauſe them to be delivered 
as cuſtomary, but that I might ſee if any were ox is MajesTY's Service 
(looking upon it to be my indiſpenſable duty to open them if they were). 


But he appearing determined, neither to produce his letters or papers, I 


told him he ſhould not go out of my houſe till he conſented to my having 
the letters; and then I ordered the door to be ſhut. On which he went 
into the ſquare, or area, where he continued ſmoaking his pipe near an 
hour; and apprehending, as I ſuppoſe, I would not recede from my reſo- 
lution, he, on my repeatedly urging him, to let me have his Mediter- 
ranean Paſs, Bill of Health, and alſo deliver me his letters, and act as 


euſtomary, ſaid, if I would conſent to it, he would go and fetch the 


ſame, I told him, his behaviour was ſuch, that I neither could truſt to 
him nor his word; and therefore would take my Drugoman and Clerk, 
and go « on board with him ; ; to which he conſenting, we went on board 


accordingly, ' 
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On going into his cabin, I obſerved lying on his table 2 
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accordingly. | | 
number of letters directed for ſeveral of the Conſuls and other perſons in 
Algiers, he, at the ſame time, turning to his cheſt, took out a letter di. 


rected To James Sampſon, Eſq; Conſul at Algiers.” I then aſked 
Him why he had been ſo obſtinate, and told him, as the letter directed to 
Mr. Sampſon did not appear to be on H MajesTY's Service, he might 
do with it what he pleaſed; at the ſame time bidding him cone on ſhore, 
and enter his veſſel as he ought to have done, and deliver the other let- 
ters to my Drugoman (which he did) to be by him diſtributed in the 


er/ftomary manner; again obſerving, with regard to Mr. Sampſon's letter, 


that as it was not directed on nis MajesTY's SERvice he might leave it 
at my houſe for that gentleman, or keep it himſelf, which ever he choſe, 
He then ſaid it was neceſſary he ſhould keep it, as his orders from his 
employers were to OPEN 1T HIMSELF in caſe Conſul Sampſon did not ar- 
rive at Algiers in three days. I then returned on ſhore with my Clerk 
and Drugoman, who delivered the other letters as uſual, 

On the 16th, anchored in the Mole, the Pink Virgin del Buen Ca. 
mino, George Tudury, Maſter, who brought with him a letter to me 
from the Jurats of Mahon, accompanied with another from Lieut. Go— 
vernor Johnſton to the Dey, requeſting Corn for the uſe of the Troops 
and inhabitants of that Iſland, | 

On the 17th, at two o'clock in the afternoon, I attended the Dey, to 
Have the Governor and Magiſtrates letters explained to his Highneſs, 
taking the Maſter, George Tudury, with me; but before the explana- 
tion of the letters was quite finiſhed, Juan Netto came into the ſquare or 
court yard of the Dey's houſe, and the Dey, feeing him from a bow win- 
dow he uſually fits in, aſked his Drugcman who that perſon was? on 
which, I look'd, and anſwered, it was the Maſter of the Engliſh Veſſel 
that anchored in the Mole two or three days before; his Highneſs then 
ordered him up, and aſking him what he wanted, Juan Netto fell on 
both his knees, and put the before mentioned letter directed to James 
Sampſon, Eſq; into his Highneſs's hands, ſaying, he was direged /o 10 
do : whereupon the Dey gave it to my Interpreter, who, on recAving 
it, aſked his Highneſs what he pleaſed ſhould be done with it: his High- 
neſs anſwered, OrEN, AND READ IT, Which he did accordingly ; and 

afterwards 
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afterwards one incloſed therein from Lieut. Governor Johnſton for the 
Dey, which was wrote in Spaniſh : The Interpreter then returned both 
the letters to the Dey, who deſired, that that directed to Mr. Sampſon 
might be delivered him on his arrival; and the letter from the Lieut. 
Governor his Highneſs gave me, deſiring it might be ſhewn to the Se- 
cretary of State (on my return to England) when, agreeable to his 


Highneſs's repeated requeſt, I ſhould ſet forth to the King my Maſter, 


the manner in which the ſeveral applications came to him, in regard to 
the ſollicitations for the obtaining cargoes of Grain from his coaſt. The 
Dey then aſked me, if either ** of the two Captains came upon 47s 
good Friend the King of England's Sera ice?“ I. told him I was not 
quite clear in the matter, but would inform myſelf as ſoon as I could; 
that Tudury came there with credential letters from the Magiſtrates of 


Mahon, addreſſed to me, accompany'd with a ſtrong one of Lieut. Go- | 


vernor Juhnſton to his Highneſs, ſetting forth, that the corn requeſted 
for Tudury was for the neceſſary ſubſiſtence of the Troops and inhabi- 
tants; and that his Highneſs might obſerve, that Netto had only a let- 
ter from the Lieut. Governor to Mr, Sampſon in favour of Dr. John 
Olivar, if a Tiſcary could be obtained, incloſing one to his Highneſs, 
the contents of which, I preſumed, he was a ſufficient judge of, but 
that I wiſhed they might beth be permitted to load. The Dey then 
obſerved, there was at that time a Scarcity of Grain, and that he was ſa 


conſtantly teaſed about Corn, that he could not tell what to ſay to it; 


and again deſiring to know which was moſt for the public ſervice, I re- 
plied, J apprehended Tudury was, as he had brought very ſtrong letters, 
not only from the Lieut. Governor, but the Magiſtrates alſo, requeſt- 
irg corn for the neceſſary ſubfiſtence of the Troops and Inhabitants ; 
and that I had enquired, and been informed, before my attendance on 
his Highneſs thereon ; that the Magiſtrates provided ſeveral Neceſſaries 
for thg, uſe of the King my Maſter's Troops in Garriſon at Mahon: 
upon which his Highneſs, then ſaid, that as Mr. Sampſon was ſo ſhortly 
expected, he (the Dey) would conſider of it. I then took my leave of 
his Yrighneſs, and went home; but Mr. Sampſon not arriving as ex- 
pected, Tudury frequently importuned me, again to ſollicit the Dey for 
a Tiſcary, or Licenſe, for the cargo requeſted by the Governor and Ma- 
giſtrates letters; I afterwards waited on the Dey for that purpoſe, who 
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again faid, he would conſider of it;“ and that Mr. Sampſon was not 
yet arrived. But on the zoth, the Dey ſent to my houſe his Tiſcary, or 


Licenfe, for Tudury's loading 3000 meaſures of Corn at Arzew, which 
Tiſcary I immediately delivered to Tudury, in purſuance whereof, on 


1ſt November, he ſailed for Arzew to take in the ſaid loading. Some- 


time after which, Netto applied to me, to ſollicit the Dey in his favour, 


when I told him, that as I had found great difficulty in procuring a 


cargo for Tudury, notwithſtanding the particular letters he brought 
with him, and was myſelf fo ſhortly to leave Algiers, he might, if he 
thought proper, wait for the arrival of Mr. Sampſon ; as I did not think 
it prudent for me, more particularly after what had paſſed in the pre- 
ſence of his Highneſs when he was called up before him, to preſs his 
Highnefs further on that ſubject: though I frequently afterwards told 
his Miniſters, that I could wiſh all Engliſh veſſels might be allowed to 
load on their coaſt, as it would bring much money into their country, 
Here the matter reſted, till the arrival of Commodore Spry with Mr, 
Sampſon, which was on the 19th April, 1767. Soon after which, as 1 
was informed, the Commodore applied for two cargoes of Grain, the 
one for the uſe of the Seamen under his Command, and the other for the 
Troops in Garriſon at Mahon, which were both granted. In a few days 
after, the Commodore, on the application of Netto, wrote a letter to 


the Dey, requeſting he might be permitted to load on his coaſt, to 


x7hich, as I was told, the Dey anfwered, he could by no means grant 
him ſuch permiſſion ; and had he not already granted the two Tiſcaries 
before mentioned to the Commodore, that even the Commodore himſelf 
ſhoutd not have had them. On this, Netto, after waiting from 13th 
ORober, 1766, to the 19th April following, being the time of Com- 
modore Spry's arrival, as before ſet forth, and from that time to the 
27th June, being the very day on which I ſailed for England (and find- 
ing himſelf diſappointed) he, on that 17th June, and not before, 
though the Commodore and Mr. Sampſon had been on the ſpot uÞwards 
of 60 days, thought proper to make his unwarrantable proteſt againſt 
me, of which, neither Mr. Sampſon, nor Netto, gave me the leaſt inti- 
mation whatever, to enable me to anſwer the ſame before my departure 
from Algiers, in direct oppoſition, as I humbly apprehend, to what is 
required by the general cuſtom in all caſes of proteſt. But, on the 
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mitted it to his owners at Mahon, one of whom A it to Lieut. 
Governor Johnſton, who has judged it of ſufficient conſequence to ſend 
home to the Secretary of State, in order, as I can conceive, only to 
heap fuel on the fire ſo unjuſtly kindled againſt me by Commodore ys 
riſon. 

And thus, my Lord, having given your Lordſhip a true and particu- 
lar account of the facts and circumſtances relative to this unexpected Pro- 
teſt of Juan Netto, as they really fell out, I beg your Lordſhip's leave, 


to make. ſome few remarks and reflexions thereon. And firſt, that my 


detaining Juan Netto in my houſe at Algiers for about an hour was only 


to induce him to enter his veſſel at the Conſulary Office as uſual; and _ 


for my obtaining a fight of the letters he told me he had brought with 
him for the Conſul, left any of them ſhould have been on his Majeſty's 
ſervice, as I had great reaſon to be in daily expectation of hearing from 
your Lordſhip's Office, and, at the ſame time apprehending it my parti- 
cular and indiſpenſable duty, to carry on his Majeſty's ſervice with 
punctuality and diſpatch till the arrival of a ſucceſſor. 

Juan Netto's charges of my having taken out of his hands, both the 
Dey's and Mr. Sampſon's letters, and preceeding after reading them to 
his Highneſs to make the remar{:s he pretends in his Proteſt to be made 
by me thereon, in order, as he ſuggeſts, to prevent his getting a cargo 


of Corn for his Majeſty's Troops at Minorca, or my obſtructing him in 


any wiſe therein, from any prejudice conceived againſt him on account 


of Mr. Alexiano his paſſenger, or from any other motive whatever (or 
my acting in this affair otherwiſe than as my narrative explains) is utterly 


falſe; as will more clearly appear, when I acquaint your Lordſhip, 
that the Lieut. Governor's letter now in my poſſeſſion is wrote in Spa- 
niſh, a language I am an entire ſtranger to, and therefore carries its 
own confutation with it. 

And I cannot avoid obſerving to your Lordſhip, that Juan Netto's 


making his Proteſt againſt me (which I humbly apprehend, on due exa- 


mination, will appear he had not any right to do) on the very day that 
{ embarked on my return to England, and not before (although he had 
ſuch a length of time, as upwards of 60 days, to do it in, as before ſet 


forth) and thereby depriving me of an opportunity, not only of furniſhing 


myſelf with vouchers; but alſo of producing witneſſes on the ſpot ne- 
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ceſlary for my defence, imports ſuch an evil deſign, as the eye of * 
cerning juſtice can never be pleaſed with, 

And having now, my Lord, gone through my remarks on the unwar. 
rantable behaviour of Juan Netto, with reſpect to his Proteſt againſt me, 
I humbly beg leave to take notice of the circumſtance of the Lieutenant 
Governor's Seal of Office (a mark of diſtinction never made uſe of be. 
fore) being affixed to the letter wrote by him to the Dey, and incloſed 
in that directed to Mr. Sampſon in favour of Dr. John Olivar ; and the 
omiſſion of that mark of diſtinction on the letter ſent by Tudury, and 
which accompanied that of the Magiſtrates of Mahon on fo preſſing an 
exigence, as that of the public ſervice ſet forth in that letter. 

And as Lieut. Governor Johnſton has thought fit to mention the Pro. 
teſt of Juan Netto (which 1 hope I have fully anſwered) as only one 
proof of many which might be given of what he (the Lieut, Governor) 
has advanced in his letter, I humbly beg leave to obſerve, that this re- 
mark of the Lieut. Governor carries, I preſume, ſo manifeſt a deſign to 
Prejudice your Lordſhip againſt me, that I flatter myſelf it will ſerve ef- 
fectually to defeat fo ill- natured a purpoſe; my conſcience, at the ſame 
time aſſuring me, that I ſhall be able to make an ample defence againſt 
any accuſation the Lieut. Governor can poſſibly exhibit againſt me. 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt a and 
devoted humble ſervant, 
ROBERT KIRKE. 


—— — 
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Britiſh Chancery Office, ] Regiſter of Mr. Theodore Alexiano, 
| Algiers, 29tþ Octo- Captain of the Port of Mahon's 
ber, 1766. leaving Algiers in @ clandeſtine 


| manner. 
THIS day, at dinner, the Conſul was told that Mr. Theodore 


Alexiano, the Captain of the Port of Mahon, who came to this place the 
x.3th inſtant, with Juan Netto, Maſter of the Brig San Juan Baptiſta, 
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was gone away on board a Genoeſe Prize, Pollacca, purchaſed of this 


State by Michael Chefallano and Zefirus Papallany, who obtained the 
Conſul's certificate (upon producing to him a paper, ſigned by Lieut. 
Governor Johnſton, of Mahon, ſetting forth that they were inhabitants 
of Minorca, and ſubjects to his Britannic Majeſty) in order to take the 
ſaid Pollacca to that Port, that both Chefallano and Papallany, who 
were to conduct the ſaid veſſel there, well knew they could not, and had 
been frequently forbidden by the Conſul, the carrying either goods or 
paſſengers till they had obtained a proper Mediterranean Paſs; they 
likewiſe knew the Conſul had juſt refuſed the very Dey himſelf ſending 


two Slaves (that had been his ſervants, but were afterwards freed) on 


board a veſſel, purchaſed in like manner, on the 14th Auguſt, 1766, 
by Mr, Jeremiah Timone (brother in law to the Venetian Conſul) not- 
withſtanding the Dey ſent ſeveral meſſages to Conſul Kirke to admit 
the ſame; and on refuſal, the Dey was extremely diſſatisfied, till he was 
thoroughly convinced by Conſul Kirke it was out of his power to permit 
it; nay, ſaid Chefallano and Papallany, both of them came to the Con- 


ſol, with John Gregory, Maſter of the Pink, Hope, then in Port, to 


aſk the Conſul's permiſſion to receive on board their ſaid Pollacca, for 
Mahon, two cheſts of looking glaſſes, brought by ſaid Gregory, from. 
Leghorn, which were, as he affirmed, deſtined for Mahon ; when the 
Conſul aſſured them, that it was abſolutely impoſſible for them to take 
either goods or paſſengers, as every thing tending to the granting a 
Paſſavant was ſet aſide by his Britannic Majeſty in Council, and as they 
had riot as yet obtained their proper paſs, it was impoſſible for them ta 


carry either goods or paſſengers, the Conſul's certificate only impower- 


ing them to take ſaid veſſel and crew to navigate her in Ballaſt to Ma- 


hon. Therefore, the Conſul, juſtly vexed with the preceedings of faid . 
Maſter, and more ſo with ſaid Alexiano, who, being a King's Officer 


himſelf, ſhould have been the laſt man to have ſlunk away in ſuch an, 
indecent manner, without apprizing the Conſul, and taking the uſual 


paſſport; a thing ſo very efential for all his Britannic Majeſty's ſubjects 


going from Algiers, or any other Barbary State, on account of the 
Plague. The Conſul therefore immediately went to the Dey's houſe, 
and, notwithſtanding its being the Azar, or afternoon prayer time, when 


the Dey is not accuſtomed to give audience, yet the Conſul was deter- 


mined 
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mined to ſpeak to the Dey himſelf, more eſpecially, as he (the Conſul) 
had, a few days before, refuſed the Dey's ſending the two ſlaves above 
mentioned * ; and upon meeting the Dey's Drugoman, he aſked the Con- 
ſul, ſeeing him in ſome commotion, what was the matter, and being 
informed by the Conſul's Drugoman of what had happened, he appear- 
ed to take the Captain of the Port's part, ſaying, that there was no oc- 
caſion to be vexed, as Mr. Alexiano was gone, and no remedy for it; 
but the Conſul replied, he would ſpeak to the Dey upon it ; the Dey's 
Drugoman then replied, it was not a proper hour, and that it was bet- 
ter to come the next day; but the Conſul, not minding what he ſaid, as 
ſoon as prayers were over, ſpoke to the Haſnadar+, telling him he deſired 
to ſpeak to the Dey; the Haſnadar then replied, that it was an improper 
time; but the Conſul inſiſting on an audience, the Haſnadar went to the 
Dey, when the Dey's Drugoman followed, and whilſt the Conſul was 
waiting, the Dey's Drugoman came down, and told the Conſul, in the 
Dey's name, that as Alexiano had gone away in ſuch a clandeſtine man- 
ner, he (the Conſul) might write againſt him to the King of England, 
in order that he might be puniſhed according to his deſerts ; to which the 
Conſul anſwered, that he deſired to ſpeak to the Dey on his Britannic 
Majeſty's Service, and wanted to know whether audience would be granted 
to him or not; the Drugoman anſwered, that the Dey was then buy, 
and could not be ſpoke to, at this time; the Haſnadar returned, and gave 
much the ſame anſwer as the Dey's Drugoman had; the Conſul then re- 
plied, that he would not leave the Dey's houſe without ſpeaking to the 
Dey himſelf, with whom he deſired an immediate audience upon 1s BR- 
Tannic MajesTyY's SERVIcER; the Conſul then ſaid to his Drugoman, 
I order you, as my Drugoman, to go to the Dey, and procure me an au- 
dience, requeſting, at the ſame time, the Haſnadar to aſſiſt him; upon 
which, they went up to the Dey again, and ſoon after returned, deſiring 
the Conſul to walk up; the Conſul then went up, accompanied by his 
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# Surely a moſt certain fign of Conſul Kirke's being ſo greatly in the Intereſt of the 
Algerines againſt his own Country, ingeniouſly ſpun out of Commodore Harriſon's Ima- 
gination, and ſo Judidiouſly infinuated by Lieut, Governor Johnſton ; hue what will not ſelf- 
intereſt, or private pique, prompt diſappointed men to do? 

1 Aa Officer in Algiers ſimilar to the Lord Great Chamberlain in England. 
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Drugoman, Raphaello Benedetto f and Anthony Pittaluge his Interpre- 
ters; and when they were in the apartment next to the Dey's room, the 
Conſul turned to his Interpreters deſiring them to mind what he ſaid, and 
not to err in any particular; they then went into the Dey's preſence, 
when the Conſul, after the uſual compliments, 23 himſelf as fol- 
lows, viz. 

© Effendy, I have but one life, and that I am ready to ſacrifice in the 
«© ſervice of my Country, the obſervance of its Laws, and the exact per- 
© formance of the Treaty with Algiers, and beg leave to aſſure your 
« Highneſs, that I was much concerned to have been under the diſ- 
* agreeable neceſſity of refuſing even you yourſelf a paſſage for two per- 
“ ſons, who had been your own flaves, on board a prize lately pur- 
e chaſed of this State by Mr. Jeremiah Timone, which I ſhould by no 
„ means have done, had not the late Dey made a formal complaint 
« againſt the granting Paſavants, which had proved fo detrimental to 
the Algerines, and was the chief cauſe of the King my Maſter's ſo 
e ſpeedily ifluing the new Paſſes; and I was therefore the more con- 
* cerned to find (which I had been juſt informed of) that Mr. Theo- 
“ dore Alexiano, the Captain of the Port of Mahon, had clandeſtinely 
„ ſlipped away from Algiers without my knowledge, or even taking the 
* uſual and neceſſary Paſs, and in a veſſel not intitled in any ſhape ta 
« carry either goods or paſſengers,” The Dey then ſaid, that if the Conſul 
had applied to him in time, he certainly ſhould have giver, the neceſſary 
directions to prevent any thing of the kind happening; but as he was 
gone, and the veſlel ſo far out, with a freſh wind, it was too late; and 
there was no remedy ; but deſired the Conſul to complain to his King; 
the Conſul then ſaid, He thought it incumbent on him perſonally to aſſure 
the Dey himſelf, that he knew nothing of his departure, and the more 
eſpecially, as he had ſo lately refuſed the ſelf ſame thing to his High- 
neſs, which he (the Dey) at firſt took ill, till the Con ſul had explained 


his reaſons, why the prize veſſels could not take eith.er goods or paſſen= 


gers, before they had obtained their proper Mediter ranean Paſſes; and 


as he was but a ſingle man in Algiers, he could do no more at preſent, 


— m—m— 


— 


— 


i Now in England, 


„ 
— 


but 


END. 


but have patience, and repreſent the matter home, which he moſt cer- 
tainly would“. 


Britiſh Chancery Office, 7 Regiſter of Declaration of James 

Algiers, 12th January, 1767. 3 Vives, Maſter of the Snow, Pro- 
vidence, relative to Mr. Theodore Alexiano, being admitted 
to Pratic at Mahon, without the uſual and —— Bill of 
Health. 

JAMES VIVES, Maſter of the Snow, Providence, of Port Mahon, 
declares, That he was in the Pratic Houſe at Mahon, when Mr, Theo- 
dore Alexiano came in, and that he declared to the Magiſtrates of 
Health, that he came from Algiers without a Bill of Health ; that there 


was a great number of people in the houſe, and that it was publickly 


faid, Mr. Alexiano had no Bill of Health, becauſe he had quarrePd 
with the Conſul, and was therefore obliged to run away from Algiers. 
That Mr. Theodore Alexiano likewiſe aſſured the people at Mahon, 
that nobody would be permitted to load at Algiers, before Commodore 
Spry and the new Conſul arrived there. Given under my hand, in the 
City of Algiers, the 12th day of January, 1767. 

(Signed) JAMES VIVES. 


5 Britiſh Chancery Office, 7 Regiſter of Conſul Kirke's Lets 


* 


Algiers, 13th January, 1767. J ter to the Magiſtrates of Health 
at Mahon, relative to Mr. Theodore Alexiano's ſipping away 
from Alpiers in a clandeſtine manner, | | 


GENTLEMEN, Algiers, 13th 1 1767. 
Mr. THEODORE ALEXIANO, the Captain of the Port at 
Mahon, having ſlipt away from hence in a clandeſtine manner, on 
board a prize veſſel, purchaſed here by Michael Chefallano and Zefirus 
Papallany, without taking the uſual and accuſtom'd Paſſport, a thing ſo 
very eſſential in re gard 70 the enn, the n of the Plague, ſet 


——_—_— 


* All which Mr, Kirke s been deprived of doing, having been ſo ſuddenly and unex- 
pectedly recalled, and afterwa Is deprived of a Public Hearing, repugnant to the Laws of 
Britain, the Conſtitution of a Free People, and his Grace of Richmond's Letter for that 
very Purpoſe, ſet aſide the Deſtruction of himſelf, and Family wholly ä on his 


Labours alone. 
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aſide the breach of the King's orders in council, relative to the granting 
Paſſavants, broke through by ſaid Chefallano and Papallany, in this un- 
juſtifiable proceeding,” by taking ſaid Alexiano on board their veſſel, as 
they well knew, and had been frequently cautioned by me againſt; re- 
cciving on board either Goods or Paſſengers on any pretence whatever, 
till they had obtained their proper Mediterranean Paſs, yet they did ſo; 
and the ſaid Alexiano was, as is vouched to me here, immediately on 
his Arrival at Mahon, admitted to Pratic ; I therefore write this, before 
T lay the whole of the tranſaction and violation of the moſt eſſential laws 
relative to the Plague, &c. before the Secretary of State, for the King's 
information, to requeſt of you a particular account of this matter, ſo far 
as came within your knowledge, and that you would be pleaſed to in- 
form me, by the firſt opportunity, why, and on what Pretence, ſaid 
Alexiano was admitted to Pratic, without producing the neceſſary and 


uſual Paſſport. I am, with great regard, 
Gentlemen, 


Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 


ROBERT KIRRKE. 


To the Magiſtrates of Health at Mahon. | 
i5th January, 1767, per Pollacca, _—- 

Sta. Catherina, Michael Chefallano, 

- Maſter, R. K. 


Britiſh Chancery Office, 7 Regiſter of the Jurats of Mahon's 
Algiers, iſt March, 1767. Letter to Conſul Kirke, in an- 
ſwer to the Conſul's Letter of the 13th January, 1767, re- 


lative to Mr. Alexiano, and requeſting .more Corn, re- 


ceived this day by the Pollacca Virgin del Roſario, John 
Netto, Junior, Commander, 


Moſt Illuſtrious SIR, 
IN compliance of our office, and of the great Obligations that 
all our Iſland is under 20 you*, our people in particular (as you may have 


n 


* Lieut, Governor Johnſton, who was ſo vzR Y 1NDULGENT to Conſul Kirke, as to 
lend home Netto (Senior)'s Proteſt againſt him, back'd by his own Remonftrance, muſt 
certainly be look'd on by the Magiſtrates as a Cypher, though actually Commander in 


Chief of the Place at that time. 
| ſen 
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ſeen by the letters ſent to you by our Envoy Patron George Tudury, that 
we have reaſon to believe is again arrived at Algiers) we anſwer your 
favour of che 13th paſt, ſaying, that we were ſurprized at the fight of 
what your Lord/pip + ſets forth to us, relative to our Captain of the Port 
(or pratic Maſter) Theodore Alexiano, becauſe we never couid have 
thought, that he could have been guilty of ſuch a fault, and the more 
fo, as he was the identical perſon, that ſhould have known his exa& 
obligation, and duty, and upon whom the Government and Magiſtrates 
intirely rely for the vigilancy and obſervation of the eitabliſhed ſtatutes 
and laws, relative to the preſervation and carefulneſs of the public 
health. Certain it 1s, that both Captain Chefallano and ſaid Alexiano 
took great care not to manifeſt to us any thing concerning what your 
Lordſhip wrote to us; and we, conſidering that ſaid Chefallano had 
performed his due quarantinet, and that his bill of health was very clean, 
without reflecting on Alexiano's fault, admitted ſaid veſſel to Pratic, 
and confequently all the people on board her, thinking, that ſaid Alex- 
iano was included in the number expreſſed in ſaid bill of healthj}. 

Moſt illuſtrious Sir, we are conftrained to manifeſt to your Lord/bip, 
the miſerable ſtate in which we find ourſelves in matters of Coru*. Al 
the cargo brought to us by Tudury is conſumed, and we were obliged to 
buy a ſmall parcel of flour that came from Morocco, in order to preſerve 
| the lives of our individuals, which will hardly be enough for the ſubfilt- 
ence of 15 days, being the only proviſion that we have, and therefore 
we moſt dearly beg of your Lordſhip, to uſe all poſſible endeavours, to 
obtain from the mf excellent Dey the permiſſion for ſaid Tudury to 
Joad with all poſſible Expedition; and if denied, we are apprehenſive we 
Mall find ourſelves in great miſery and diſtreſs, deſiring you to reflect, 


— 


+ By this expreſſion one might be led to believe, that the Conſul's Integrity had pro- 
cored him the Appellation of a Peer with the Minorquins, though it afterwards unfortu- 
mately proved the occaſion of the worſt of woes to himſelf and family, hen i in Britain, 
though their native ſoil, 

Falſe; they did not perform their due quarantine, if Conſul Kirke's information wal 
true. 

{| Equivocal to the laſt degree, and the greateſt untruth imaginable; names ak number 
being always ſet forth. 

* So the whole Iſland always are, and ever will be, whilſt ſo Seat: an —_— is co 
be made by obtalging i it from the Algerines, 
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that the diſtreſs of our people of Mahon 3 15 equivalent to all the Iſland, 

becauſe all the ſeveral country Towns are ſupplied by us, and that it 

ſhall be a new and invaluable attention, that all our Iſland ſhall own to 
be under to you. (Mahon, the 17th of February, 1767.) 

| Your moſt humble Servants, 

PETRO XIMENES NOTER; 

ANTONIO ORFILA, and for him 

| HAQUER, Secretary; 

BARTHOLEMEW CARREVES, 

Jurats of Mahon, 


(X) 


Britiſh Chancery Office, Regifter of two Letters, received 
116% February, 1766. | from Lieut. Robert Deans, Com- 
| mander of his Majeſty's Store-Ship, 
Florida, dated 11th and 12th Fe- 
| bruary, delivered me, by one of the 
| Captain of the Port's Servants, both 
J together. | 


SIR, | 8 | Algiers, Monday Evening. 
BY the Captain of the Port I have the opportunity to inform 
you, that the Ship (under my command) is a Store-Ship, belonging to 


his Britannic Majeſty, loaded with Stores for his Majeſty's Ships at An- 


tigua, and Jamaica, and was ſtopped by an Algerine Ship, commanded 
by Ahmet Benzerzo, Rais, on ſuſpicion of my Commiſſion, which he 
did not underſtand, being not a ſufficient Paſſport; I beg you will, for 


the ſervice of his Britannic Majeſty, uſe all the means you can to get us 


Cleared, as ſoon as poſlible, 
I am, 


Moſ affectionately, yours, &c. 
ROBERT DEANS, Captain. 
PS. I am 


” " 
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PS. I am to acquaint you, that the Turkiſh 
Soldiers have behaved very well, notwith- 
ſtanding I ſhould be glad to be clear of 
them, and to ſee you on board the Store- 
Ship. 

To Robert Kirke, Eſa; at — 


SIR, 5 | | | 
I SUPPOSE you have ſeen what papers I ſent on ſhore by the 
Captain of the Port, and as they wont allow me to come aſhore, I 
beg by ſome means or other we may ſee one another, in order for the 
clearing his Majeſty's Ship, which is my chief concern, and not to go 
into * at all. | 
I am, 
Lour humble ſervant, 

3 ROBERT DEANS, 

To Robert Kirke, Eſq; at Algiers. Tueſday Morning. 


Two Letters, from Conſul Kirke to Mr. Secretary Conway, re- 
lative to the ſeizing and diſcharging his Majeſty's n 
Florida, Lieut. Deans, Commander. 

5 SIR, 55 Algiers, 12th February, 1766. 

4 48 ths French Veſſel by whom I ſend this to Marſeilles will be 
under way in an hour, I have only time to acquaint you, that on Mon- 
day laſt, Lieut, Robert Deans, commanding his Majeſty's Store-Ship, 
the Florida, was brought in here, by ſome Turks that had been put on 
board her, out of one of their Cruiſers, who fell in with the Florida of 

Cape St. Vincent, I immediately waited on the Dey with Lieut; Deans, 

and repreſented this affair to him with all its circumſtances, who is greatly 

chagrined at a thing of the kind happening, made every conceſſion in 

His power, has promiſed to puniſh ſeverely the Rais, or Captain of the 

Cruiſer upon his arrival from his cruize, which, I ſuppoſe, will be the 

loſs of his head: the Dey is alſo ready to make any other ſatis faction the 

King of Great Britain may require. Lieut, Deans having, in his paſlage 

here, prepared the major part of his narrative, will, I believe, be able 


to ſend it away to the Lords of the Admiralty by this opportunity, to 


which I mult beg leave to refer, and ſhall do myſelf the honour to writ 
? | ; f 


T. 


T. 
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to you again upon the coming in of the Cruiſer, with every particular 
relative to this matter. I muſt again aſſure you of the Dey's real concern 


and uneaſineſs at this unfortunate event, and beg leave to conclude, the 


veſſel being under way. I am, with great regard, 
SIR, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
| To | ROBERT KIRKE, 

PS. I ſhall hope to be honoured with a Letter 

from you as ſoon after receipt of this as poſſi- 

ble, and ſhall do every thing in the meantime 

for the honour of the Crown, and reſpe& to 

its Colours. 
The weather was ſo bad the Lieutenant could not 

get on ſhore till laſt night, and we are but 


this inſtant come from the Dey. R. K. 
To the Right Hon. Henry Seymour Conway, 
SIR, | Algiers, 13th February, 1766. 


SINCE my laſt, of yeſterday's date, by the French veſſel that 
ſailed the inſtant I had ſealed my letter, relative to the Florida Store- 
Ship being brought in here, the Dey ſent to my houſe the Packet you'll 


receive herewith, and deſired it might be forwarded to the King of Eng- 


land as ſoon as poſſible; but as it was ſealed (after their manner) and as 
the Dey did not communicate the Contents to me, I thought I ſhould 


have done a very wrong and unjuſtifiable act to have opened it, to be ex- 
plained for my information, and afterwards tranſmitted it with the ori- 


ginal to you, Sir; I muſt therefore requeſt the favour of having the con- 
tents communicated to me, in order to form a more certain judgment of 
their manner of acting + ; this I ſhould not have mentioned, I had not al- 
ways received through the hands of the Secretary of State, a copy of 
ſuch letters as the King is pleaſed to honour the Dey with. 

In themſelves, they appear truly diſconcerted with the proceedings of 
their Rais, or Captain; and as I ſaid yeſterday, I believe he will be 
but roughly handled upon his return into Port; the reſult of all which 


7 Conſul Kixke then had, and — the me effential Reaſons for having made this 
Roque | : 
| him, 


| mall be faithfully communicated as ſoon as it comes to the knowledge of 
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him, who has the honour to ſubſcribe himſelf, with all imaginable re- 
ſpect, 


* 


. SIR, 

Your moſt obedient, and mot humble ſervant, 
| TIER. : ROBERT KIRKE. 
PS. 15th February. Lieut. Deans has done every 
thinz in his power for the furthering of his 
Majeſty's ſervice, and getting diſpatched from 
hence; and, very luckily, the Cruiſer who 
ſtop'd him is this inſtant come into Port, and 
the Surgeon, Men, &c. that were taken out 
of him were, by the Dey's order“, directly 
ſent on board the Florida, without the leaf 
_ plunder, or loſs whatever, nor has the Cap- 
| tain, Ship's Company, or Cargo, received the 
| leaſt loſs, or damage, except the detention, 
and Lieut. Deans? victualling the Turks put 
on board him. If the weather proves fair, he 
intends ſailing to-morrow ; and when I judge 
him. to be intirely out of their reach to give 
any further trouble, I ſhall repreſent the caſe 
much ſtronger to them; but as they are an 
odd, obſtinate, ſelf-willed people, and remem- 
bering the circumſtance of the Packet Boat, I 
wiſh to have the Ship (being valuable) firit 
out of their power, after which 1 ſhall not fail \ 

making them truly ſenfible, particularly of 

the Article confirmed 3d June, 1751, by Com- 

modore ones: and Mr. Staniford, relative to 


\ 


8 2 — r a 


* Soon after the above orders were iſſued, Conſul ns attended the Dey. and com- 


plimented him in the following terms, viz. 


© That the Conſul waited on his Highneſs to pay him his reſpectful Compliments for his 
£ late King-like orders relative to Benzerzo's conduct; that he ſhould not fail taking the 
6 earlieſt opportunity of communicating to the Secretary of State, for his Britannic Majeſty's 
« information, with how much punctuality his Highneſs was pleaſed to obſerve his treaties; 
& and, that ſuch actions muſt make him highly revered by all the Powers in friendſhip with 


« Algiers, and cauſe his Highneſs's Name and Memory to live till time ſhould be no more.” 
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ſaid Packet, &c. being a caſe in point upon 

this occaſion, The Swedes, I am told, have 

juſt renewed their peace, R. K. 
To the Right Hon. Henry Seymour Conway. 


Conſul Kirke's Letter to Governor Irwin. 

SIR, : Algiers, 16th February, 1766. 
LIEUT, Robert Deans, commanding his *ajeſty's Store-Ship, 
Florida, being unfortunately brought in here by the fooliſhneſs and ob- 
ſtinacy of one of their cruiſers, belonging to this place, and though the 
Dey inſtantly ordered the Ship to be diſcharged, gave the Commander 
all the aſſiſtance in his power, behaved with all imaginable civility, and 
aſſured me he would properly puniſh the Rais for his bad conduct, yet 
it has given the Commander of the Florida ſome trouble, and may pro- 
bably occafion his ſtopping at Gibraltar, if ſo, give me leave to recom- 
mend him to your favor and aſſiſtance, particularly, in regard to Pratic, 
as we are in perfect health here at preſent. For any thing elſe, as a 
King's officer, I am perſuaded I need ſay no more to General Irwin, 
mly embrace the opportunity to congratulate him on the ſafe arrival of 
himſelf and family, and to aſſure him how much I am, with great 
reſpect, his | = | 
Moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 

His Excellency Major General ROBERT KIRKE. 
John Irwin, Gibraltar, . 8 


Letter from Mr. John Brathwaife, Secretary to General Irwin, 
to Conſul Kirke, 2 
SIR, Gibraltar, 25th February, 1766. 
I AM ordered by General Irwin to acquaint you, that he re- 
ceived your letter by Lieut, Deans, for whoſe detainer, as it was con- 
trary to the Dey's intentions, he makes no doubt ſufficient ſatisfaction 
will be made to the Commodore on his arrival there“. 


His 


14 


poſſibly have been required had the Secretary of State himſelf been on the ſport, which 
onſul Kirke had communicated to Governor Irwin, as above ſet foich, Then, what 
ther“ SUFFICIENT SATISFACTION” remained to © BE MADE To THE Com- 
*MODORE on his arrival?“ unleſs his Excellency meant a CARGO oy CorN, which a 


= > but, 


* Every Satisfaction had already been made, on Conſul Kirke's Application, that could 


eſſel was plying eff and on to receive—lad the Commodore found the Matter unſettled : 
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His Excellency is much ſurprized to hear of the Death of the late Dey, 


and the Election of his Succeſſor from ſeveral perſons here, as you have 
made no mention of it f. His Excellency deſires, that upon the like oc- PO. 


caſions for the future, you will give him the earlieſt notice. you can, as hin 
it is highly proper he ſhould be acquainted with the changes that happen |} ho. 
in any of the Barbary States“. I am, SIR; by | 
Pour moſt obedient humble havike; \ 1 

To Robert Kirke, Eſq; JOHN BRATHWAITE, Secretary. glai 
ny | fore 


Britiſh Chancery Office, Regiſter of Conſul Kirke's Letter to to 
Algiers, 21ſt April, 1766. J Mr. Secretary Conway, relative to has 


| the Breaking of Benzerzo, &c, com 
SIR, Algiers, 21ſt of April, 1766. oche 
Con 


I BEG leave to refer to the Jetter I had the honour of writing 


you the 13th February laſt, with a long poſtſcript, of the 15th, which If fitio! 
was, through hurry of the French veſſel then getting under way, obliged] _ 1. 
to add thereto, concerning his Majeſty's Store-Ship, Florida's being * 
brought in here by one of theſe cruiſers, mounting 24 guns. I have this: 
now the ſatisfaction to acquaint you, that upon my remonſtrating to the] It 
Dey thereon, and getting the article of the treaty, concluded by the well 
late Commodore Keppel and Mr, Staniford, in the year 1751, proper) have 
explained, that the Dey firſt gave dire&ions for diſmantling Benzerzo' 

veſſel, and afterwards ordered, that he ſhould be publickly broke at thi * . 


but, uvfortunately for him, the whole had been Gon 10vs1 v adjuſted long before th 
Commodore's Arrival; there fore, the Piccaroon ſkulked away in the night without i! 
wiſhed-for $UFYFICIENT AND SATISFACTORY Cargo. DE 

+ It is bere to be obſerved, that Conſul Kirke always wrote to the een both « 
Gibraltar and Mahon, bimſe!f, and not through his Vice Conſul or Clerk, and communica} the e 
every early Intelligence in his power, and that in the moſt reſpectful manner poſſibl:F . ſhall ] 
Notwithſtanding, he was generally wrote to, and anſwered by beir Secretaries, and in Centu 
manner he had not been accuſtomed to; and is therefore humbly of opinion, had he wie was tc 
to them by his Vice Conſul or Clerk ſimilar letters relative to the Garriſons they command 5 M. 
ed, their Correſpondence would have been of quite a different Nature to Conſul Kirke“. 88 

® Lieut, Deans in the Florida was the firſt veſſel that ſailed from Algiers for Gibral will Pi 
after the Death of the late Dey, conſequently carried the earlieſt Intelligence; and tie 
fore, unleſs his Excellency General Irwin could have delegated to Conſul Kirke, or 
Subſtitute, the Power St. Peter had to walk on the 1 be could not ha ve rende! 


dim an earlier account. His B. 
Mari 0 | 
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Marine. I muſt own, I found ſome few obſtacles in bringing this about, 
chiefly occaſioned, as J have ſince been informed, by Benzerzo's having 
powerful friends about the Dey, his being chief owner of the cruiſer 
himſelf; and what is ſtill ſtronger, his ſtanding indebted at the King's 
houſe upwards of 1000. ſterling, and no other means whatever, except 
by the chance of cruiſing, to diſcharge that demand. 

The Dey has likewiſe offered any other ſatisfaction the King of En- 
gland may require; but as Benzerzo has met many unavoidable and un- 
foreſeen misfortunes, and is at preſent in diſtreſſed circumſtances, added 
to his having a large family, wholly dependant on his labours alone, 
has induced me to let the matter reſt here, till I am honoured with your 
commands upon the head, And ſhould I have erred in this, or in any 
other of my proceedings, ſince I have had the honour of reſiding here as 
Conſul, I hope it will be looked over favourably, the nature and diſpo- 
ſition of theſe people conſidered. 

I am ſorry J cannot be ſo punctual in writing as J could wiſh, as there 
is no direct conveyance from hence, and frequent embarpo's laid on by 
this State, which often continue 40 days. 

It is with pleaſure I take leave to acquaint you, that I ſtand full as 
well with the preſent Dey, and his Miniſtry, as with the former, I 
have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, with great reſpe&, | 

SIR, Your molt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
ROBERT KIRKE. 
Right Hon. Henry 8 c | 


Letter from Lieut. Robert Deans to Conſul Kirke. | 
DEAR SIR, Gibraltar, 18th April, 1766. 
I HAVE now got my orders to proceed on my voyage; and as 


the encloſed, I apprehend, is confined to the Mediterranean, which I 
ſhall leave the firſt Levant Wind, I return it with thanks. I ſent by the 
Centurion your ſhirt and cravat, which Ship, when ſhe ſailed from here, 


was to go to Algiers, but I find was forced to make the beſt of her way 

to Minorca, vet, by my letters from England, I think Mr. Harriſon 

will pay you a viſit, I am, with my beſt compliments to Mrs. Kirke and 
Miſs Coxeter, Dear SIR, 

Your very humble Servant, 

To Robert Kirke, Eſq; 

His Britannic Majeſty's Conſul at Algiers. | 

Tran- 


ROBERT DEANS. 
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r 
Tranſlation of the Dey of Algiers's Orders to his Cruiſers, to 


render every aſſiſtance in their power to Lieut. Robert Deans, 
Commander of his Majeſty's Store Ship, Florida, viz, 


WITH the help of the Almighty and Powerful God, 


To all you that are Raiſes of Cruiſers belonging to 1 Peace, 
and Health, and the mercy of God be upon you, now and ever, 
Amen. 

The occaſion of this, is, to let you hom that the Bearer of this is 
an Engliſh Captain, that was ſent here by Rais Benzerzo, thinking him 
a prize, and after his arrival here, we have reſtored him, and ſet him at 

| liberty ; and therefore all our cruiſers, that ſhall meet 
him in his way to Gibraltar, are ſtrictly charged not 
to meddle with him, nor hinder, or moleſt him, but 
to aſſiſt him with all that is in their power. Done by 
Us, Mahomet, Dey and Governor of Algiers, the 
firſt of Ramadan, 1 179. 
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/MAHOMET, 


Dey of Algiers 
in the Welt. 


Extract of Conſul Kirke's Letter to Governor Irwin of Gibral- 
tar, in anſwer to his Secretary's , of the 25th February, 1766, 


« SIR, Algiers, 12th June, 1766, 
I received a letter, wrote by Mr. Brathwaite, dated the 25th 
& February laſt ; and had any opportunity offered, except the olus's, 
* whoſe departure I knew nothing of, I ſhould have anſwered it ſooner, 
„ by acquainting your Excellency that every ſatisfaction that my judg- 
© ment led me to think reaſonable to be demanded from this State, rela- 
* tive to the bringing in his Majeſty's Store-Ship, Florida, was obtained 
% long before Commodore Harriſon's arrival, and that the Rais's veſſel, 
* who had committed the raſh action, was immediately diſmantled, 
* himſelf publickly broke at the Marine, notwithſtanding he has a large 
c family, wholly dependant on his labours alone, beſides ſtanding in- 
“ debted to the King's houſe 1000F. and no other means than cruiſing 
** to pay that debt.“ | | 


— 


* * * * 


2 


+ The Governors generally wrote (if the expreſſion may be allowed) by their Secreta- 
ries, and why ? becauſe when any thing appeared unJus TIFIABLE, they might lay the 
Blame ON THEIR SECRETARI1ZS, 
demned nis SECRETARY as a Bad Man: ** ExcELLENT SYSTEM oF PoLITICK 
. as obſerved by Commodore Harriſon in his Letter of Complaint againſt Conſul Kirke. 
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Britiſh Chancery) Regiſter of Conſul Kirke's Letter, deſigned 
' Office, Algiers, to bave been ſent by the fir Ve el for Ma- 
the 21½ April, hon to Commodore Spry, but delivered by 


s | . 2767: the Conſul himſelf to the Commodore on his | 
n Arrival. 
| SIR, Algiers, 2oth April; 1767; 
* HAVING bell a certain account of your ſafe arrival at 


Mahon with Mr. Sampſon, who, if my information be right, was to act 
here whilſt I returned to England, to anſwer ſome complaints made 
* againſt me by Commodore Harriſon, when Commander in Chief in 
© if theſe Seas, but finding by the French gazettes, that Mr. Fraſer, late 
Conſul at Tripoly, is appointed full Conſul in my ſtead, it gives me 
room to apprehend, I ſhall not have the pleaſure of ſeeing you ſo ſoon 
as I expected ; I therefore take leave to congratulate you on this impor- 
„ tant Command, and your ſafe arrival at Mahon; and from the know- : 
ö. ledge I had of you at Louiſbourg upwards of 20 years ſince, when with 
h MW the gallant Sir Peter Warren, I am perſuaded every good will hap- 
pen. to his Britannic Majeſty's ſubjects under your protection; and as 
there are many things at Algiers worthy your particular Attention, per- | 
-mit me to aſſure you, that your preſence here would afford me the ; 
- | greateſt: happineſs, not only as an individual, but for the general good 
1 | of his Majeſty's Service, and the promotion of Trade and Commerce in 
„mis place, that has, I fear, been much neglected for years paſt : but if 
„vou ſhould not chuſe to enter on any buſineſs, as I am told your health 
e | has been much impaired fince in theſe ſeas, change of air may be uſe- 
ful, and you may be aſſured, Sir, that myſelf and family will do all in 
our power to render Algiers as agreeable as any part of Barbary can 
be to an Engliſh conſtitution. I am, with a tender of my beſt ſervices 
N | + SIR, 
a Your moſt obedient, and moſt humble ſervant, 
bs | | ROBERT KIRKE. 


His Excellency Commodore Spry. | 
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SIR, Anlgiers, 20ſt May, 1767. 
IN 3 over the books belonging to the Britiſh Chancery 

Office at this place, I find a regiſter made by you the 21ſt of laſt month, 
of a letter deſigned to have been ſent me by the fir't veſſel for Mahon, 
but delivered to me by yourſelf on my.arrival here, wherein you ate 
pleaſed to ſay there are many things at Algiers worthy my particular 
attention.” As you have never mentioned theſe particulars in any of 


the converſations I have had with you, fince my arrival, I am under the 


neceſſity of defiring you will immediately communicate to me, in writ- 
ing, every information you can poſſibly give me, that may be of uſe in 
the execution of the commiſſion his „nnn, has been pleaſed to honour 
me with. 


1 am, SIR, | 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
os ER eee | R. SPRY, 
Robert Kirke, Eſq; Algiers, - 
"SIR; ' LD. Algiers, 21ſt May, ret 


HIS Grace the Duke of - Richmond, &c. one of his Majeſty's 
principal Secretaries of State, having, by letter of the 28th July laſt, 
ſignified to you his Majeſty's pleaſure, that you ſhould return to En- 
gland, by the firſt convenient opportunity, to anſwer to a complaint 
exhibited. againſt you by Thomas Harrifon, Eſq; late Commander in 
Chief of his Majeſty's Ships in the Mediterranean, I deſire you will 
communicate to me by letter, in order that I may tranſmit the ſame to 
one of his Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, to be laid before the 
King, your reaſons for diſobeying his Majeſty's commands, when J 
have made you the following offers of accommodating you and your fa- 
mily with a paſſage from this place, viz. of carrying you in his Majeſ- 
ty's Ship the Jerſey, either to Mahon, or Marſcilles ; of directing the 
Hon, Captain Cornwallis to carry you either to Gibraltar, Cadiz, or 
Liſbon ; ; and hiring a Snow, called the Europa, now lying in this Mole, 
to proceed with you immediately to England ; for which parpoſe, I or- 
dered the carpenters of his Majeſty's ſhips, Jerſey and Guadalupe, to 


inſpect into her, and propoſed putting her in a proper condition to un- 
| dertake 


der 
age 
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dertake the voyage, of all which you have refuſed to take the advant- 
age. 


Jam, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
* ; R. SRY 


Robert Kirke, Eſa; Algiers, 


SIR, | | Algiers, 22d May, 1767. 

IN anſwer to your Excellency's letter of yeſterday's date, which 

was delivered me this morning by Captain Dickſon's Servant, I beg 

leave to aſſure your Excellency, that I did particularly mention the fol- 

lowing things to your Excellency on the 2oth and 21ſt of April laſt, 

when I had the honour of waiting on your Excellency on board the Jer- 
ſey, viz, 

That the accounts depending between Mr. Leeds Booth, Pratic Ma- 
ſter at Gibraltar, and Aly Hogia, a Turk of high rank here, and alſo 
thoſe of Mr. Bentaleb, a Mooriſh Merchant of this place, might be 
fairly acjuſted and ſettled, and the ballance paid, particularly that 
which appeared due to Aly Hogia; that the paſs granted at Mahon to 
Michael Chefallano for the Pollacca, Sta. Catharina, might be taken 
from him, or ſuch other puniſhment inflicted, as the nature of the caſe 
might deſerve, on account of his behaviour when here in September 


laſt; that Mr. Alexiano, the Pratic Maſter of Mahon, who returned 


here again in the Jerſey, might be dealt with as the nature of his beha- 


viour and offence might alſo require. That the affair relative to the 


Spaniſh Zebeque, loaded with oil, &c. taken by the Tuniſtans, in 
company with one of theſe Cruiſers, and afterwards claimed in a letter 
I received from Mr. Edward Clarke, Secretary to his Excellency Gover- 


nor Johnſton, dated the 24th July laſt, might be looked into, and ſet- 


tled; the particulars of all which are regularly entered in the Regiſter 
books, delivered up by me to Mr. Sampſon the 1oth inftant, and which 
I had the honour to read over to your Excellency on board the Jerſey. 
It likewiſe appears to me neceſſary to mention the following things to 
your Excellency, viz. 

That Mr. Sampſon may be directed never to iſſue any Paſſports and 
certificates to Rais Mahomet Benzerzo, late Commander of the Cruiſer 


that brought ! into this Port his Majeſty's Store Ship the Florida, com- 
 manged 
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manded by Lieut. Deans, having myſelf been ſeveral times applied to 


by theſe people for that purpoſe, which I as often abſolutely refuſed, 
and had I ſtayed here to the day of my death, I never would have iſſued, 

unleſs I had received his Majeſty” s commands for that purpoſe. Your 
Excellency may likewiſe ſec it neceſſary, & inquire into the particulars 
of the Portugueſe taken out of ay Engliſh veſſel belonging to Pool, 

called the ſhip Joſeph, Joſeph Crew, Maſter, which were ſometime 
fince brought in here by Ibrahim Rais, Commander of a Zebeque 
Cruiſer, of this place, which veſſel and Rais returned from Tunis on 
the 19th April laſt, the day the Jerſey anchored in this Bay, 

I muit alſo obſerve, that few, I may, I believe, venture to affirm, 
not above two of the ſeveral Merchant veſſels now in Port under Engliſh 
colours, appear to have a right thereto, or to their paſſes, being foreign 
. bottoms, not made free, many of the Commanders Foreigners, and few 
of them navigated according to the act of Parliament and orders relative 
thereto. 

The manner likewiſe in which the Governor and Magiſtrates of Mahon 
apply to this State vox Corn, appears to me alſo irregular; and 
though I never could obtain any /arisfa&ory Anfaver to my ſeveral letters 
to them on that Head, yet I have exerted my beſt offices in their behalf, 
and if my information be right, have obtained more Grain for the uſe, 
not only of the inhabitants of ht and, but Gibraltar alſo, than has been 
extratied from this country for TwenTY Years paſt; and if the proper 
methods could be hit on to put theſe buſineſſes on a regular and certain 
Feoting, much benefit might ariſe thereby, not only to England, but 
the Garriſon of Gibraltar, and the Iſland of Minorca in particular. 


All my correſpondence on this point is likewiſe entered in the Regiſter 
books delivered up. to Mr. Sampſon. | 
Having been withour a Clerk, or any other aſſiſtance, PE Mr, 
Sampſon took on him the charge of this Conſulate, I flatter myſelf your 
Excellency will excuſe this letter being copied by my Siſter, 
I have the honour to be, with great reſpect, | 
SIR, | | 
Your Excellency's moſt obedient, and 
Moſt humble Servant, 
ROBERT KIRKE, 
| PS. The 


— 


APP END IX. 
PS. The anſwer to your Excellency's other letter 
relative to our going home, I hope to be able 


to ſend to morrow, 
His Excellency Commodore Spry, 


SIR, | Algiers, 23d May, 1967. 
YOUR Excellency's Letter of the 21ſt, relative to my going 
home, was delivered me yeſterday forenoon by Captain Dickſon's ſer- 
vant, accompanying another of the ſame date, relative to the public af- 
fairs at Algiers, which I immediately anſwered, This therefore ſerves 
in ſome meaſure to lay before your Excellency my preſent diſtreſsful 
State, and the Obſtacles that preſent themſelves to the ſeveral offers your 
Excellency is pleaſed to make me, viz. 

As to our going to Mahon or Marſeilles in the Jerſey, that could, I 
apprehend, facilitate the getting home only of my/elf, and as you can 
be no ſtranger to the State of Health and Situation of my wife, who is in 
the eighth month of her pregnancy, added to my having two young 
children, a ſiſter, and a large family in this Barbary Country, whom I 
cannot think of leaving behind me, as Mr, Fraſer is appointed FULL Con- 
SUL &, and therefore no likelihood of my returning to Algiers again; and 
were we carried to Mahon, or Marſeilles, the remedy would prove worſe 
than the diſeaſe, being already ſo much hurt in my circumſtances, that 
it puts it out of my power to attempt any new, or additional expence, 
which muſt neceſſarily enſue on our going to either of thoſe places. 

The ſame objection ſubſiſts in regard to the Hon. Capt. Cornwallis 
carrying us either to Gibraltar, Cadiz, or Liſbon, even had I not re- 
ceived a letter from him, in anſwer to one I did myſelf the pleaſure of 
writing him on the 24th April laſt, Copies of which are incloſed*. 

You alſo know, Sir, that upon your arrival, I had two as good houſes, 


the one in town, and the other in the country, as molt in theſe parts, 


. 


& Notwithfianding this was a fat notoriouſly known, and which his Excellency Mr, 
Spry had read in the Engliſh Gazette at Mahon before his coming to Algiers; yet his Ex- 
cellency judged it neceflary, as before ſet forth, to introduce Mr. Sampſon as full Conſul, 
the more effeQually 0 entangle the deſtructive Miſchief that had been ſet on foot. 

s See Appendix, page 121. 
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very genteely furniſhed, ſuitable to the character I had the honour of 
bearing; that I immediately diſmantled that in the country, and direct- 


1y ſet about ſelling (I may more properly ſay, giving away) ſuch things 


as I could get rid of, here being few, or no buyers, except amoneſt the 
Conſuls, who were all ſufficiently provided in their ſeveral ſituations ; TI 
alſo began packing up my other things as faſt as poſſible, in order to be 
ready to embark by the firſt convenient opportunity that might preſent 
for England; and as Mr. Sampſon judged it imprudent to take my fur- 
niture, and Mr. Fraſer not being yet arrived, it becomes neceſſary for 
me to carry to England ſuch part of my effects as I cannot by any means 


diſpoſe of here, having no other reſource left, being already upwards of 


L. zoco out of Pocket by theſe wnfore/een events happening, ſet aſide the 


loſs of my employment, and all this after 25 Years fairhful Service, with - 


out reproach, or any the leaſt cauſe, or reaſon that I know of, or can as 
yet ſee on my part (though Mr, Harriſon's Complaint 1s at length come 
to hand, which makes it ſtill harder) and I flatter myſelf it muſt, in 
fome meaſure, have appeared thus to your Excellency, on my waiting on 


you on board the Jerſey the zoth and 21it April laſt, when, conſcious of 
my own innocence and rectitude in every particular, I immediately com- 


municated to your Excellency the ſtate of the caſe, and read over moſt of 
the evidence I had already obtained relative to Mr. Harriſon's conduct, 
and the juſtification of myſelf againſt ſo precipitate and illagrounded a 
Complaint, which he had thought fit to exhibit againſt me; and I muſt 
here obſerve, that no time can poſſibly have been loſt on my part, as 
your Excellency's arrival with Mr. Sampſon was only the 19th of laſt 
month, when his Grace the Duke of Richmond's Letter, incloſfing the 
copy of Mr, Harriſon's accuſation-againſt me, was firſt put into my 
hands by Mr. Sampſon, ever ſince which, no man living, circumſtanced 
as I was, and am, could poſſibly be mere diligent than I have been to 
obey my King's Commands in giving up the Office, &c. &c. nay, my 
all is at ſtake in regard to getting ſpecdily home, having neither em- 


ployment here, or money, except by the ſale of my effects, to maintain 


my innocent and numerous family, ſet aſide the light I muſt appear in to 
the Public, till the waoLe TxuTH comes out. And you will alſo pleaſe 
to obſerve, his Grace, by the King's commands, admits of my collecting 
ſuch papers and proofs as may be neceſſary to produce: for my juſtifica- 
tion, and to take the firſt convenient opportunity afterwards of returning 

| : home; 
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home ; therefore, the laying me under freſh difficulties can only ſerve (if 
poſſible) to make us more miſerable. And as to the Snow, Europa, Si- 
mon Bava, Maſter, your Excellency muſt be ſenfible ſhe has no cabbins, 
or other places, for the reception of my wiſe, children, ſiſter, and woman 
ſervant ; that the veſſel is in very bad condition, no ſurgeon, or aſſiſtance 
on board, in caſe of ſicknefs, or any other accident happening, or any 
one perſ:n that can ſpeak Engliſh, or even Spaniſh, being all Foreigners 
to a Man, and but one of thoſe, as I am told, has ever been to Eng- 
land, nor does he know the lealt tittle of the Coaſt, being intirely igno- 
rant of the art of navigation “; and that the Port is, and has been ſhut for 
ſome time paſt by an embargo, and no certain time fixed for its opening. 
Upon the: whole, Sir, it is needleſs to take up any more of your Excel- 
lency's time on ſo diſagreeable and melancholy a ſubje&, the particulars 
of which, you, as a Man of Senſe and Humanity, mult ſee very clearly 
through ; therefore I ſhall only add, that I am both ready and willing, 
nay, it is a thing 1 by all means wiſh, when it can be effected with any 
the leaſt degree of Propriery and Safety, once more to return to my na- 
tive Country, where, under the Auſpices of our moſt gracious Sovereign, 
Juſtice reigns in the meridian of its glory, and all Oppreflion and Arbt- 
trary Power lie trembling under his footitool. | 

If it is poſſible for myſelf, family, and baggage to go home in a King's 
ſhip, I will be ready to embark with all ſpeed, only allowing me eight, 
or ten days at fartheſt, to finiſh the collecting my proofs, ſettling my 
accounts, packing up my things, &c. If that cannot be done, then, in 
the ſame time with Bava, if he can be aſſiſted awith three or four good 
Seamen, and put in a proper State to receive us, and the Embargo taken 
off, even for him only, notwithſtanding, I moſt certainly ri/que the 
Lives of two, namely, my wife and the child within her ; and I mutt here 


es 


One Proof of which was, that the veſſel had nearly been loſt at the Back of Gibraltar 
Hill, by the ignorance and obftinacy of Bava, who commanded her, which had it happened 
in all probability every ſoul on hoard would have periſhed, 

+ Mrs. Kirke was delivered of a Daughter in Gibraltar Bay, a few days after the veſſel 
anchored there; and had it not been for the HuManiTY and ATTENTION paid to her 
moſt diſtreſsful fituation by the Chief Engineer, Capt. Archer, and his Lady, in all probabi- 
lity both Lives muſt have been loſt : but it has pleaſed God to preſe: ve them as melancholy 
Monuments of accumulated Oppreſſion. 
ac- 
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acquaint your Excellency, that have many papers and accounts which f 


conceive are of much Conſequence for his Majeſty's information, in re- 


gard to the Tranſactions in this Part of Barbary, where, or in any other 


Country in the known World, may no human Being meet with that Se- 
werity and Diftreſs ! which has fo unfortunately and /o unde/ervedly fell 
to the Lot of him, who is; with the greateſt reſpeft; 
7 SIR, 
Your Excellency? s moſt obedient, and moſt humble ſervant, 
| ROBERT KIRKE. 

P. 8. If your Excellency will be pleaſed calmly to 

take a review of my paſt and preſent ſuffer- 

ings, ſo undeſervedly inflicted on me, as far 

only as muſt have already come to your know- 

ledge, I cannot heſitate a moment in being 

aſſured, that your Excellency's actions will be 

equal to that high truſt, power, and diſtin- 
guiſhed character you are at preſent inveſted 

with: Laſtly, in caſe one of his Majeſty's 

Ships cannot be ſpared to go home, and that 

Baya cannot be permitted to ſail; I ſhall then 

hold myſelf in readineſs to embark with my 

family ſo ſoon after my wife is delivered as ſhe 
can, with any degree of ſafety, be put on 

board, either in the firſt King's ſhip that ſhould 

chance to return to England; by Bava, if in : 

Port; or by any other opportunity that firſt DD. 

preſents ; - and ſhall in the mean time write to | | 

Marſeilles and Leghorn on this head for aſſiſt 

ance; and I very truly wiſh, that your Excel- 

lency would obtain leave for Bava's failing 

forthwith, and in that caſe, your Excellency 

would be pleaſed immediately to order caulkers 

and carpenters on board her, to put her in a 
| fix and convenient condition, and alſo be fo 


good to aſſiſt us with ſuch additional Hands as 
os Fl | = | will 


Hi 


any tit 
fully, 
Homo: 


any op} 
means 

Corp: 
* lite 1 


got nl, 


turn. 
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will be ab/olutely necgſſary for our Preſerwation 
and Safety g. R. K, 
His aer Commodore Spry. | 
COPIES of the Letters referred to in Page 117. 


5 Algiers, 24th April, 1767. 
CONSUL KIRKE preſents his compliments to the Hon, Cap- 


tain Cornwallis, is extremely ſorry he had not the honour of his company 


to dinner yeſterday, but hopes for that favour this day, to-morrow, or 


any other day, and as often as he chuſes during his ſtay in this country; 


and that he would be pleaſed to bring with him ſuch gentlemen belong- 
ing to the ſhip as may be agreeable to him. 
The Hon. William Cornwallis, Captain 

of his Majeſty's Ship N 

Algiers Bay. 


CAPTAIN CORNWALLIS preſents his compliments to Mr. Kirke, 
is extremely obliged to him for his very polite note, but (having no 
public bufineſs to tranſact) and having heard many things reflecting on 
Mr. Kirke's conduct ſince he has been in the Mediterranean, Captain 
Cornwallis begs leave to defer the pleaſure of making an acquaintance 
with Mr. Kirke at preſent, till he has had an opportunity of clearing 
thoſe matters up; after which, Captain Cornwallis will, en all oc- 
cafions, have great pleaſure in paying his reſpects to Mr. e 

Guadalupe, z5th April, 1767. 


— 3 


+ Not a hand was ſpared, and why? 83 for reaſons beſt known to His Excellency, 
100 wiſhed the Conſul and his whole Family might be no more heard of. 

Captain Cornwallis acted an honeſt part at leaſt, But this note plainly ſhews the 
reaſon of that rancour that marked the conduct of Commodore Spry ; Mr. Harriſon was a 
Captain of 2 Man of War, and the infection ran through the Corps, Whoever has ſerved 
any time in the Navy, will have no difficulty to comprehend this part of the buſineſs 
fully. But as Mr. Kirke ever held the Cornwallis's in the higheſt Eſtimation, in point of 
Homour and Tzu TH, he cannot help flattering himſelf (having never as yet been allowed 
any opportunity to ſet this unfortunate and miſtaken affair in a clear light by any other 
means than this Sketch of his Caſe) he ſhall ſhortly have the pleaſure of ſeeing Captain 
Corpwallis (if alive) at No. 31, Cattle Yard, Holborn, in acknowledgment of the po- 
ce lite note, as he was pleaſed to term it, which he received when in Alziers; being 
got qnly-agreeable to Captain Cornwallis's promiſe „ but his own very polite anſwer in re- 


turn. 
WHEN. 
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WHEN a worthy and upright Judge, who had always ſhewn the moſt 


ſacred regard to the Laws of his Country, had been groſsly and pub- 


lickly reflected on, it became a National Affair; and therefore the fol- 


lowing remarkable Caſe of the Court Martial held on Board His Ma- 


jeſty's Ship, Prince of Orange, at Deptford, on Friday the 16th May, 
1746, for the trial of Mr. Leſtock, and & others, was given to the public, 
and was as follows, viz. 


Lieut. Frye, of his Majeſty Navy, in 8 1745-6, recovered 
1000. damages againſt Sir Chaloner Ogle, in a ſuit at law, for a 
Sentence prfſed againſt bim by a Court Martial held in the Weſt Indies, 
whereof” Sir Chaloner 'was Prefident ; and it being the opinion of the 
Court on the ſaid trial at law, That Mr. Frye had a right to bring 
his Aion againſt any Member that compoſed ſaid Court Martial, he 
therefore in conſequence thereof, very juſtly cauſed a Writ to iſue from 
the Court of Common Pleas againſt Rear Admiral Mayne, who was 
then Preſident of the Court Martial fitting for the Trial of Mr. Leftock, 
Sc. Mr. Mayne hawing been a Member of the former Court Martial 
held on Mr. Frye in the Weſt Indies. Admiral Mayne was thereupon 
arreſted, or ſerved with proceſs at the ſuit of Mr. Frye. This circum- 
france brought on, the following very e ue; of ſaid 

| Court Martial vi. 


Friday, May 16, EY 
Ship, k Prince of Orange, Deptford, 
At a Court Martial held this Day by Adjournment, 


PRESENT, Perry Mayne, Eſq; Rear Admiral of the Blue, and Com- 
mander in Chief, &c, Preſident. 


The Hon. John Byng, Eſq; Rear Admiral of the Blue. 


Captains, Rentone, Colby, Laton, Sir Cha. Moll rſkine, Cat- 
ford, Orme, Legg, Frankland, Hamilton, Hamer, Smith Cal- 
lis, Pitman, Hanway and Spragge. 


The 
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The Court being aſſembled as uſual, 

THE Preſident acquainted the Court that he had been yeſterday after- 
noon, after the Court was up, arreſted by a writ at the ſuit of Mr. Frye, 
for a ſentence paſſed on him at a Court Martial held on him in the Welt 
Indies.— Capt. Hamilton, one of the Members of the Court, moved 
that the writ might be read: the Judge Advocate accordingly read the 
ſame, being a writ of Capias, iſſued out of the Court of Common Pleas, 
atteſted May 12 and returnable June 1, againſt Sir Chaloner Ogle, 
Perry Mayne, &c. perſons who were Members of that Court Martial. 
Then the Court, on the motion of Capt. Hamilton, came to the fol- 


lowing reſolutions, viz. 


Re/olved, That it appears the higheſt indighity offered to the Court, 
and through this Court to every other Court of Judicature, that 1s or 
may hereafter be formed in this Kingdom; and the higheſt infraction of 
the prerogative of the Lord High Admiral, and of the ſtatute law of this 
Realm, to arreſt or ſerve any writ of Capias upon the Preſident, or any 
Member of this Court now ſitting, or of any other Court Martial ; and 
therefore the Court unanimouſly reſolve to deſiſt farther — on 
this trial till ſatisfaction be made for this high inſult. 

Re/elved, That this Court make repreſentation by letter to the Lord 
High Admiral, of the high infringement made on his prerogative, by 
arreſting the Preſident of this Court, duly aſſembled, by virtue of his 
authority; and that the Court do adjourn till Thurſday morning 9 
o'clock, to give time for every Member to deliberate upon proper me- 
thods for obtaining ſatisfaction for the high inſult on their Preſident, 
from all perſons, how high ſoever in rank or office, who have fet on foot 


this arreſt, or in any degree promoted or adviſed i it. 


Theſe reſolutions being ſigned by the Preſident, and the ſeveral Mem- 
bers of the Court, the Preſident directed it to be encloſed in a letter, 
and delivered by the Judge Advocate to the Lords of the Admiralty, 


Then the Cqurt adjourned till Monday morning 9 o'clock, and from 
thence to Thurſday the 22d, 


On 
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EN 
On the 224, a Letter from Mr. Corbett, Secretary to the Lords 
Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, encloſing one from the Duke 
of Newcaſtle to their Lordſhips, was read before the Court, 
and are as follows : 
Mr. Corbett's Letter to the Prefident. 


SIR, 5 
HAVING laid the letter of the 16th inſtant, and alſo the reſolu- 
tions of the Court Martial of the ſame date, brought hither by the Judge 
Advocate, before the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, their Lord- 
ſnips thought the ſaid reſolutions to be a matter of ſuch importance that 
they laid the ſame before his Majeſty. In conſequence of which, their 
Lordſhips received a letter from his Grace the Duke of Newcaſtle, principal 


Secretary of State; and I am commanded to ſend you encloſed an atteſted 
copy thereof, in order to your laying the ſame before the Court Martial at 


your meeting to-morrow. Their Lordſhips make no doubt but that 
every gentleman who is Member of the Court, will be greatly ſatisfied 
with his Majeſty's moſt gracious expreſſions contained in the ſaid letter; 


and as they are aſſured of his Majeſty's protection, and of having full 


ſatisfaction for the late indignity offered them, and that methods will be 


taken to prevent any thing of the like nature for the future, their Lord- 
| ſhips hope they will be unanimous in agreeing to go on immediately in 
hearing and adjuſting the trials that are depending, and to continue fo 


till they are finiſhed. 
I am, your's, &c. 


Admiralty Office, May 21, 1746. „ ©, CORBETT. 


Duke of Newcaſlle*s Letter. 
To my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty. 
I RECEIVED: your Lordſhips letter of the 16th inſtant, with the pa- 


pers encloſed relating to the writ ſerved on Rear Admiral Mayne, who 


prefides at the Court Martial at Deptford, for enquiring into the con- 
duct, &c. of Mr, Leſtock and others, and the reſolutions of the Court 
thereupon, and have laid them before his Majeſty. His Majeſty ex 


preſſed great diſpleaſure at the inſult offered to the Court Martial, by 
which the Military Diſcipline of the Navy is ſo much affected, and the 


King highly diſapproves the behaviour of Lieut. F rye on this occaſion. 
| | : His 


T, 


pa- 
ho 
on- 
urt 
ex- 
by 
the 


on. 


His 


——— . 


A P P END Ia 125 


His Majeſty has it under conſideration what ſteps may be adviſeable to 
be taken on this incident, and in the mean time his Majeſty would have 
your Lordſkips acquaint the Members of the Court Martial, that they 
may depend on his Majeſty's moſt gracious protection, for procuring them 
a ſufficient ſutiifaction for the late indignity offer'd them, and that proper 
methods abe taken for preventing any thing of the like nature for the 


| future. 


| 8 | I am, &c. 
(Received May 22, 1745.) HOLLES, NEWCASTLE. 


The Anſwer of the Court Martial to the Letter ſent by Mr. Cor- 
bett, by Order of the Lords of the Admiralty, May 21. 
SIR, | 

WE deſire you would be pleaſed to inform their Lordſhips, that, 
having heard their Lordſhips letter read to us, as well as the authentic 
copy of the letter to their Lordſhips from his Majeſty's principal Secretary 
of State the Duke of Newcaſtle, ſignifying his Majeſty's Royal Aſſurance 
of his moſt gracious Protection, for procuring to us a ſufficient ſatisfafQtion 
for the late indignity offered to us, and that proper methods will be taken 
for preventing any thing of the like nature for the future, according to 


their Lordſhips defire, we are unanimouſly agreed to proceed upon the 


buſineſs of the trials; but think it incumbent upon us to give their 
Lordſhips our reaſons for the ſteps we have already taken, ſubmitting 
them to their Lordſhip's farther conſideration, as this attack appears to 


us of the moſt dangerous conſequence to the ſecurity of the nation, the 


authority of the Lord High Admiral, the privilege of the honourable 


_ Houſe of Commons in Parliament aſſembled, and the prerogative of the 


Crown. | 

Firſt, It appears to us, that Sir John Willes, Knt. Lord Chief Juſticeof the 
Court of Common Pleas, having noregard to the honour and ſafety of his 
Majeſty, the ſecurity of the liberties and properties of his ſubjects, the 
ſupport of the conſtitution, or defence of his dominions, in time of ac- 


| tual war with two powerful nations, favoured, aided and abetted by re- 


bellion at home (contrary to his duty and truſt, and in violation of the 
ſtatute laws of the Realm as well as thoſe eſtabliſhed by uſe and cuſtom 


time immemorial, by which his Majeſty's arms by ſea have been pru- 


dently, 
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dently, wiſely and effectually governed, to the great glory of his Majeſty, 
and protection of his ſubjects, as well as in open defiance of his Majeſty's 
commands, in conſequence of an addreſs from the honourable Houſe of 
Commons in Parliament aſſembled) the ſaid Lord Chief Juſtice Willes did 
iſſue his writ, on the 12th day of May, in the 19th year of his preſent 
Majeſty's Reign, to arreſt, ſeize ahd ſecure the perſons of Perry Mayne, 
Eſq; and James Rentone, Eſq; Members conſtituent, and Judges of the 
Court Martial then ſitting, by orders of the Lords Commiſſioners for 
executing the office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain, and by 
virtue of the power to them given by the Stat. of 13. K. Cha, II. the 
faid Judges being duly qualified as the act requires, and did cauſe the 


ſaid writ to be ſerved on the ſaid Perry Mayne, Eſq; by which craft and 


ſubtle device, as far as in him layeth, he did let, reſpite, and diſturb 


the laws of the land, and, by forcibly taking the Judges, prevent the 


execution of juſtice, and elude the commands of his Majeſty, grounded 


upon the addreſs of the honourable Houſe of Commons in Parliament 
- + aſſembled; and though, in a clauſe ſubjoined to the ſaid writ, it was 


artfully added, that the Preſident is ſerved with this proceſs, to the in- 
tent that he may, by his Attorney, appear in his Majeſty's Court of 
Common Pleas, it appears to us that this evaſion is only provided to 
the intent that we might poſſibly, through overſight, proceed in our ju- 
dicial capacity; and that, by ſome reſerved device, as well our general 


proceedings, as our final determination and ſentence, might be inter- 
preted and declared invalid, void, and none effect, to the entire defeat- 


ing of this ſolemn, grand and national enquiry, 
Secondly, That the grounds for this writ was an action recommended by 


the ſaid Lord Chief Juſtice in open Court, for damages againſt the. ſaid 
Perry Mayne, Eſq; and James Rentone, Eſq; for the ſentence of a Court 


Martial legally held, by virtue of the ſtatute laws of this realm at Ja- 
maica, of which Court the ſaid Perry Mayne, Eſq; and James Rentone, 
Eſq; were Members, Conſtituents or Judges, properly qualified as ſuch 


by the known laws of the realm, as well ſtatutes, as uſe and cuſtom. 


- Thirdly, That in conſequence of the ſaid breach and violation of the 


laws of the Kingdom, as well as inſult to a ſupreme Court of Judicature, 
fitting to determine in the derniere reſort, which by its conſtitution, 
never acknowledged any ſuperior Court, nor any appeal from its ſen- 
-tence, but to his Majeſty's prerogative, as far as in him layeth, the 


Whole 
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whole order, diſcipline and government of his Majeſty's armies by ſea is 
entirely and abſolutely diſſolved, and the ſtatute of 13. K. Cha. II. 
made null and void,. by which moſt wicked device the honour of his Ma- 
jeſty is betrayed, the ſecurity of his ſubjects is expoſed, and the funda- 
mental laws of the conſtitution ſubverted. _ 

9 by the Preſident and Members, 


SOON after hay, the following Papes; ſigned by Admiral Mayne, 
Admiral Byng, and the ſeveral Commanders whoſe Names are ſubſcrib- 
ed thereto, was ſent by them to the Right Hon. Sir John Willes, Knt. 
Lord Chief Juſtice of his . s Court of Common Pleas. 

London Gazette, November 15. 

As akin] is more 3 a Gentleman than to acknowledge him- 
ſelf to be in the wrong as ſoon as he is ſenſible he is ſo, and to be ready 
to make Satisfaction to any perſon he has injured, We therefore whoſe 
Names are under-written, being thoroughly convinced, that we were in- 


tirely miſtaken in the opinion we had conceived of the Lord Chief Juſ- . - 


tice Willes, think ourſelves obliged in Honour as well as Juſtice, to 
make him Satisfaction as far as in our power. And as the Injury we did 
him was of a Public Nature, We do in this Public Manner declare, that 
we are now fatisfied the Reflexions caſt upon him in our Reſolutions of 
the 16th and 21ſt May laſt, were unjuft, unwarrantable, and without 
any Foundation whatſoever ; and do aſk Pardon of his Lordſhip and the 
Court of Common Pleas for the Indignity offered both to him and the 


Court, | 10th Noyember, 1746. 
, | P. Mayne C. Molloy. 
| | J. Byng Smith Callis 

E. Legg R. Erſkine 
Ja. Rentone J. Pittman 

Tho. Frankland Char. Catford 

Cha. Colby Tho. Hanway 
J. Hamilton E. Spragge 
| SGnheldrake Laton John Orme 

0 Joſ. Hamar 


When this Recantation was preſented to the Lord Chief Juſtice Willes, 
ke ſpoke to the following effect. | 
Al- 


— . —— EIS 


— — None 
4 


—— . — 
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Although the Injury I have received might have required : a private 
Satisfaction, yet as the Offence was of a public Nature, and offered to 
the whole Court of Common Pleas, as well as myſelf, I thought i it more 
confiſtent with my Character, and the Dignity of the Poſt I have the Ho- 
nour to fill, to have Satisfaction in this public Manner ; and defire, 
with the Concurrence of my Brothers, that it may be regiſtered in. the 
Remembrance Office as a Memorial to the preſent and future Ages, that 
whoever ſec themſelves above the Law, will in the end find themſelves 
miſtaken ; for we may with propriety ay of the Law, as of Truth, 
Magna bs LV Naher et Prevalebit. | 
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